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ing for It a building. There were then,

he says, pot over 30 people in the city.
Meanwhile the seminary building had
burned. There was no place of public
worship.
LINCOLN AT BIRTH.

Among our arcnives Is a long letter
of Mr. Little’'s, dated March, 188, sollojt-
ing funds from eastern friends, In this
Jetter we have an Interesting acount of
Lincoln as it then was, and an outlook
on lts future. He wrilesx: “We are the
mosi wesiern of the five Congregational
churches in southern Nebra<ka. (Now
there are a hundred beyond us south of
the Platte.) “"We are” ne goes on 1o say,
“Iin the capital of the state, which though
only six months old, glves signe of vig-
orous e less than one-hall the clty
Jots have been sold for £900. The foun-
dations of a siate house, WX feet, have
been lald. The bullding is to b com-
pleted this year. Dwellings, shops and
store=s are rapidly rising. One nexspa-
per recelves a locrallve patronage, and
two others are projected. The immediate
future s mo=t promising. Attracted by
the heatthy climate and rich soll, farmers
are rapidly opening up the surrounding
country. Just without the «ity Hmits
on the west are sall springs, apparently
mex nnustible, which of themselves must
cereite a village. The site of the city is
@ natural center for rallroads. The Mid-
land Pacific Railroad company will soon
commence a road from Nebraska City
10 be extended to Fort Kearney and form
a link in one of the great lines to the
Pacific coast. A rallroad is also contem-
plated from Omaha to Fort Riley., This
will eventually be a part of a through
Jline from Lake Superior to New Mexico,
Other roads will follow In due time,

“By act of the legislature the university
has been established here. These facts
warrant the bellef that Lincoln will be-
come the political, Hterary and religious
oenter of the state. Its influence will be
immense, affecting not only the present
but future generations. That this influ-
oence should bless and not curse, as it
flows out and on, is infinitely important,
You will admit that the foundations of
this commonwealth cannot be firmiy laid
unless those institutions which have
made the east what it is shall have been
first established.” Ile then speaks of the
place of the Congregational church and
polity in national history. and of the
special need of this church for fis “‘ef-
fective and aggressive work™ of a place
of public worship. He concludes: “‘SBuch
a bullding, erected now, will accomplish
inconceivable good. A plare where
Ohristlans, previously strangers, will be-
ocome acquainted, an attraction to the
young and wandering. who mnow, in
crowded hotels or boarding houses. or in
saloons, seek but find not a substitute
for home. Tt will give stability to so-
clety: it will drmaw to us a class of per-
sons whose presence #s most desirable,
and will strongly tend to secure from the
outset what we =0 much desire 1o see,
a religious and intellectual community.”

THE FIRST CHURCIH.

The church buflding was erected in 1888
and finished and furnished in 188—sim-
ple but substantial and capable of semi-
Ing 15 peopie. It cost £.775.%. This was,
I think, the first permanent building
dedicated to the worship of God In our
city. Soon after this church was built,
on February 15, 188, the legislature, 0
encourage immigration and building, of-
fered three lots to denominations which
should erect an edifice within the next
1wo years. As a consequence there was
a hastening to organize churches, far
beyond the immediste needs of the city,
and 10 put up some sort of u bullding
to secure the offered ground. Whatever
ultimate good came of thi=s arrangement,
at the time #t divided Christian
forces, and lald heavier burdens on the
enrly settlers. It was in many cases a
struggle for life with the churches, and
a question of the “survival of the fiiast.”
Following the completion of the bullding
§n 1809, the church was able to pledge
oniy 331 for the pastor’s salary, of which
only $122 had been, raised at the close of
the year. The remaining meagre support
was contributed by the Congregational
home missionary soclety. Such a condl-
tion of things makes short pastorales.
he minister having exhausted his own
resources and those of his friends. must
leave. Mr. Little resigned In 1550, the
church, then numbering thirty-four mem-

re,

Ml\‘.ev. L. B. Fifield, a man of scholarly
tastes, and well educated, as all yowm
ministers have been, took up the work
and helped to bear its burdens for two
yemrs more, adding twenty-three o its
membership: but owing to deaths and re-
movals, he left it the same in numbers
as he found it

His successor, Rev. 8§ R. Dimmock,
sas a man of unusual oratorical gifts
$ie attracted a large congregation. The
church bilding was enlarged. In what
geemed the easiest, but has since turn.ed
out the most expensive way for Ne-
braskans to raise money, borrowing it
and morigaging the future. Fifty were
added to the church in Mr. Dimmock's
Yot there was the constant

new western town—and peculiarly, o 1
g¢hink of Lincoln in past days. Bo when
&*er two and a half years the ministar
was compelled to resign on acount of
health., there were but fifiy-four
names on the roll of whom only about
forty were resident and active. While on
the other side was a debt of $2.000.
Nine yvears had passed gince the or-
ganization of the church, and what “ﬁ
there to show for all the efforts made?
A great deal more surely then than

THE COURIER.
e

appeared on the surface. 1t §= a serlous
thought that the foundations of s0 many
enterprises have often to be laid be-
neath the surface, on the unrequited toil,
the macrifices, the very blood and bones
it may be, of the brave ploneer., It was
20 the pligrim fathers gave themselves
for the wullding of this nation.

Few, If any, of the early settlers of this
region, who dared so much, have escajpes]
bankruptey. The ety of Lincoln, that is
to be, with its hundred thousand psople,
and prosperous business, years hence,
probably will not find a large number of
those who have been so generous and
far-sighted in its upbuilding occupying
places of wealth and power. But such
stern facts should not dishearten or
cause to say: It was all a mistake. 1
have labored iIn vain.” Out of such seem-
ing fallures the best thing= of this world
come. One generation labors and is lald
aside, only that others may enter into
the fruits of thelr labors.

The ploneer church builder breaks up
the hard ground, plants the good seed,
waters it with his tears, grieving be-
cause 1 does notl take betier root, then
passes on without seeing the harvest,

EARLY CROAKERS.

There were many who prophesied
that Lincoln had seen lis best days.
“It was overgrown.” “What was there
here 10 support a town of 8000 people?™
“Theén the grasshoppers year after year!™
When i1he subjeet for the next evening
mesting was announced as “What has
the Lord put the Congregational ¢hurch
here for?” one of those Jeremiah's al-
ways 1o be found among God's prophets,
whispered to his nelghbor: “To be
burned,” though he hims=ell was one of
the old martyr sort to =tay by and be
burned with it

Few and discouraged as the Christian
workers were twenty-one years ago, they
had done better than they knew. They
had stood for the church as an essential
fnstitution In the new community. They
had mantained public worship for years,
They gave comfort and help to strangers
constantly coming and going. They had
permanently gathered a handful of choice
members, tich in love and good works,
Thelir trinls had melted and fused them.
Their seeming fadlures had taught them
self dental and dependence upon God.
The ¢hurch was dear to them all. They
were ready to do all they could for it

They gave themselves and their personal Vs rictian  endeavor

service. They were ready 10 go 1o the
prayer meeting to pray and praise, and
to the business meeting, If It was only to
bewail their poverty.

They were not afraid of hard work.

REV. LEWIS GREGORY.

Any sensible minister might consider ita
privilege to be invited 10 such a field.
The New England village pastor, with all
his pleasant surroundings, could scarcely
hope o do more than maintain what was
already s0 well established, He knew
more than one capable minlster walting
and anxious to take his piace. Here on
the frontier was a call that appealed
to his missionary spirit. The place was
vacant. The need was urgent. Here was
tne chance of bullding up from the foun-
dation a new work, with plenty of room,
Though he might accomplish but Hitle—
even that ifittle would be a distinet gain
10 the Master's cause, and God secemed
to say “‘come.”
FEW ARE LEFT.

Of the members who extended such a
hearty welcome 1o the new pasior twen-
ty-one years ago, most have pas=ed on.
Only eleven remalin, and with them a few
other helpers. some since uniting with
the church, and others who in all ex-
cept the Christian name have served the
church, outside =aints, whom the pastor
hes always hoped and still longs to see
taking their stand among the recognized
members of this church.

It was agreed at the outset that the
Congregational home missionary society
would contribute M a year towards the
minister’s =upport, possibly for three
years, while the church undertook to d-
crease its debt by that amount from year
10 year. So every one took hold for a
final effort. And lo! the stone really be-
gan to move. To the surprize of all
when the year closed the first thousand
dollars of indebtedness was removed.
The people ware so much eéencouraged
that they voted to accept no more help
from the missionary =ociety.

WWhen the minister sald, if they could

do that, the balance of debt might walt
another yvear, a good sister rose up iIn
mesting to protest, saying “they could
pay the minister and the debt too.” SBhe
offered to put her name at the top of the
subscription paper. So the minister was
overruled and the good work went for-
ward until May 2, 185, when the last nots
of indebtedness was burned, and the
church agaln #tood even with the world.

It was =till a lttle charch, and poor,
with only 1% members, but full of the
strength and courage which comes of
duties faithfuliy performed.

Their debts canvellsd, the people could
not rest, but set 10 work at once to thor-
oughly renovaie the house of worship,
which was  palmted, rrescoed, re-
e ted and furnished with s
first new  carpet, Flve years  more
passed, during which there was
a =low but steady increase In member-
ship and benevolence, and we were per-
mitted 1o send four of our SBunday school
teachers into forelgn missionary service.
Then in 183, having increased to 25 mem-
bers, came the talk of a new bullding.
1t was no!l seen at first how the $10.000
necessary oould be secured. But past
experience made the church hopeful, and
finally the lmit to which the trustess
should be allowed 10 go was fixed at $12.-
), Yet somehow $24.655.63 was raised for
this purpose in the next three yeurs,
The church was all pald for except $2.008,
The ladies’ contributions inciuded in the
above sum furnished the church, The
generous individual gift of our beautiful
organ completed the enterprise.

L&t us panse a moment 10 consider
the privileges of waorship we have here
enjoyed: then let the mind go reverently
back thirty years 1o the very beginning.
Has not God been an kind Father, a boun-
tiful benefactor, a helper tried and true?
Is thers not much for everyone to be
thankful for?

Not the least among reasons for gratl-
tude i= the fact that the church, in its
plessant home, was not permitted to soi-
1le¢ down into the ease which always
marks the beginning of degeneration.

DAUVGHTER CHURCHES.

Early in 1887, not through any spirit of
discord or division, but out of the enter-
prise of growth and service, a new
church was plunned. The pastor's vaca-
tion was given 1o getting meetings under
way. The young people’s soclaly of
helped.  Theresult
was that in October the organization of
Plymouth church, our oldest and beloved
daughter to whose prosperity this church
was permitted to contribute seventy-five
of 1ts choleest members,

Two wyears following., In 1888, It was
the privilege of pastor and people 10 as-
si=t in the gathering of another church,
and to contribule a large part of the
money nesded for a house of worship
among our German Congregational
friends< in this city, who have ever since
gone on their way rejoicing, Nothing of
equal cost which this church has done,
has brought more comfort, of besn of
Ervater serviee

Again in %% we were able to send out
another colony of foriy-five members Lo
form the Vine street church, which has
also been greatly faveored, and has a
bright future before jt.

In 186 we were permitted to contrib-
ute rome material ald and a few mem-
bers to the Butler avenue church, which
1% already more than fulfilling the hopes
of those who desired to see religious
services established In a neighborhood
remote from other churches. And finally
for the past six months we
have been furnishing a room in our
own bullding for some Swedish brethren
who are enjoying a precious ingathering
and are ready to erect thelr own bulld-
ing. as soon as (he frost is out the
ground. To their church also I trust we
will be able to coniribute some of the
foundation stones,

Into these, and all the events which
indicate the life and progress of the
church—the work of God and the co-
operation of pastor and people are =o
mingled and interwoven that all alike
may rejolce. Each can say of the ag-
gregate result: “In all this T shared and
was permitted to Jdo my little part.”

THE CHURCH RECORDS.

The financial and statistical records of
the early years are so meagre that it is
impossible t0 make a complole SumMMmMAry.
During the ast twenty-one years there
is a record of $106G6.%2 contributed to-
ward our own church expenses. In the
same period 282864 was given in be-
nevolences. The total number received
to membership has been LG4, of whom
%41 Thave united during the present
pastorate., Three hundred and thirty-two
on confession of faith; €49 by letter. Of
the total number received 36 have been
dismissed, and 8 have died. The present
membership is 472, The nomber exceeded
w9 nt one time the present year. Thirty-
five absentess have recently been induced
to take letters, and there are enough
others who sheould do so to make our
real working force about 49, There is
abundant opporiunity to fill the absent
places with a living membership before
the year closes. It Is to this blessed
work of winning men and women and
children to Christ that 1 hope this year
may =pecially be given. Gratitude to
God’'s many mercies in the past should
prompt 1o this, It is the great lesson we
onght to learn from the disappointment
¢f many personal hopes and ambitions in
the trying school of God's providence
during the last few years. Out of them
all the church has bLeen safely brought—
to give comfort and strength and char-
acter with spiritual blessings, which are
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not like uncertain riches, liable to take
wings and fly away.
THREE GENERATIONS.

In twenty-one years a pastor has the
privilege of assoclating with three gen-
erations among k.« people. There are the
pioneers, when ne came in middle life,
who bore the ark of the covenant in the
tabernaclke days; the heroes and founders
of our Zion, whose wisdom and prayers
follow the minister as an inspiration,
whom one by one he is permitted to fol-
low far down into the dark valley, to
learn how quiet and serene is the aged
Christian’s death, A few left are merci-
fully spared to the c¢hurch to enjoy the
fruits of their labors, their heads whit-
ening, their steps becoming infirm, thelr
active church life nearly over; yet in
patient sympathy, and zeal, setting an

IS &, T and exerting an in-
fluence, which makes . their last
days u Dblessing and a benediction

Then there are voung people of (wenly
vears ago whom the pas.or was permitied
to lead into the Chrisilan life and 1o wel-
come into the church at whose marriage
he officlated—whose joy he shared in the
birth of the first born, whom he sought
to comfort ‘n tnelr  first Ereat
sorrow; whom he helped to enlist in
Chr's lan service; whose growth In char-
acter and busness abllity has: gone on
before his eyes untll they now stand in
the very fore front of the battie of life,
the officers and pillars of the church,
holding the moral, political and in.ellec-
tual interests of the community in thelr
keep ng, steady and sober, and strong, the
men and women today, growa up from
the bovs and girls of yesterday.

Then come he children, God bless them
all. How fast they are coming on. It
seems but a few days since they were
brought as llttle infants to be baptized,
and here they are fast crowding to the
front in home and school. They stand
upon the threshold, looking out upon the
larger life beyond, They all love the
church, and f parenis and pasior are
wige, they would first enter the great
waorld through the church doors; there to
learn the lessons and receive the tra-ning
of mind and heart which wil make hem
years hence our joy and stay. Chrisg
and Hs church already needs them all.

A LONG PASTORATE.

Surely there are some advantages In
a iong pastorate, 1t preserves the his-
torlc associations and traditions of ihe
church especlally In a new place where so
many changes are gong on

It gives the minster u sure posit'on as
a man and cit’zen in the larger life of the
community; he Leccmes betier a quainied
with the people and they with him, He
knows the needs of town and state., This
advantage oughi to make him a wiser
counsellor, a betier pastor,

There s an insp'rat'on too for growth
and work !f he (the minister) would kKeep
abreast of the 1mes He can see and
teach the unfolding of God's kind provi-
dences, making good and evil, biiter and
sweet as _he years go on, all working to-
gether for the upbuilding of character and
the uliimate advance of Carst's kingdom.

There ‘s another side to the picture
whoch (s Irxs assuring. There s the luck
of the new face and ‘he new voice, and
the new way of puti.ng things, wh.oh
seems 1o make the trick more atirnctive
and always leads people 1o expect great
(hings of the new min sier,

Then there are the fa Iings and m'stakes
which time cleary reveals and the preju-
dices formed—not easy o forge:—from
whoeh it would ofien seem easier to es-
cape by runang away than by rying to
Lve (hem down.

Besldes it = absolutely mmpossible that
any mnster should Jjong continue o
be the firs. choice of all The question
arises would It not be bet er that he shoulq
pass on after a little stay and gve all in
turn the opportunity to hear the gospel n
thelr own favorie tongue? It s hard
somet'mes 10 know what is the best for
the church and Christ's cause,

I can readily see how much of the vir-
tueg of charity and forbearance some
must be called to exerc'se in the con.inu-
ance of a long pasicrate. Yet even this
may nol prove an unmixed evil. There is
great virtue in learn’ng 1o agree to dis-
agres. The sirongest a.tachments are
those that are slowly formed out of
a mutual regpect, and the forgetting of
petiy disagreements,

A LOVING BLESSING,

Now, friends, |. is in my heart to S1¥ m
words as few and s'mple and as true as
l'mrl possibly utter, how much I love you
ail; and how pleasantly you have made
the years go by; and how thankful I am
to God for what he has enabled pastor and
people to do.  The future we cannot
know except tha! so far as our duty and
purpoges are concernad it should be more
EVen n serving Him, who has proved
such a kind father, such an ever present
helper—such a merciful and all sufidcient
Savior,

‘And now brethren T commend you to
iod and to the word of His grace, which
Is able to build you up, and to give you
an inher! ance among all them which are
sanctified. I have coveted no man's sil-
ver or gold or apparel. Yea, ve yourselves
know that these hande have min stered
unio my necessit'es, and to them that
were with me. [ have showed you all
things, how that so laboring ye ought to
support the weak and to remember the
words of the Lord Jesus how He sad
“It Is more blegsed to give :han to re-
he kneeled down and prayed with them
C‘fll\:" And when Paul had thus spoken
Al




