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THE COURIER.

In front of the house the grase is ratber
long. 1 was walking on it at the time:
and when I received the blow I was
right in front of the gate. You exam-
ine that grass and see if there are any
signsof a fall on the gruss, or il avy
one has been dragged along it, for I feel
sure that I was carried from that spot
into the houese.”

»I will go and exswive it," 1 said,
much struck by his intelligence, “and
now good-bye for the present and don’t
get down hearted.”

“Goodby. sir; God bless you," he
eried, and then [ loft him and wended
my way towurd the house.

On the way I met the inspector, who
inquired if I had learoed anything.

u'u."lw."‘ .oodchn.l. ) |
thiok that I can almost prove the ar-
rested man'sinnocence.”

He looked rather disappointed, but
did not ask for any particulars. I be-
lieve he thought I wes mad. I reached
the front of the house and carefully
soarched the grass. Soon [ found a
place where it looked disarranged, and,
getting out my leos, 1 caelully ex-
amined it. Yes, there was the mark of
the fallen man; a little further back
wasthe mark of another man, who had
evidently stood there some time. Buy
search as I would, there were no signe
of any ove being dragged along. But,
stay, | suddenly alighted on a foot-
print, then another, and wnother right
up to the gute, then acrors the garden,
till they ended by the forced window.
Suddenly an idea struck me; the foot-
prints seemed very deep. I maue one
or two begide them, mine were not near-
ly s0 deep. What did this point to?
Themaker of them had been heavily
laden. There could be no doubt of ir,
the villain had tuken off his own shoes
and put oo those of the arrested man;
then he carried him ucross the garden
and thrown him through the window
unconscious, pouring a glass of the
drugged wine down his throat, then ho
had robbed the dead man and eparted.
But there were a few queries un-
answered:

First—How did be koow the wine
was drugged?

Second —How was it there were no
sigos of his departure?

Third—How coulu he carry the valu-
ablesaway, for | had been informed
they were very heavy?! In my owe
mind | bad proved one man'sinnocence;
but a barder task lay before me—i0
prove another man's guilt.

Search as I might, I could flod no
more traces, and the maiter became
more puzzling. The burglar seemed
either to huve flown away or to be still
in the bouse. This feeling was aug
meuted later on, when | went to the
Deurest station und inquired if coy
strangers had been about. To my sur-
prise, they positively affirmed that I
was the only stranger that had come or
goove for the last few days. The npext
station wus some ten miles off; it was
oot likely they would have carried their
spoil thut distance. When I reached
my lodging and thought the matter
over there was only one possible con-
clusion. The murderer must be still in
the village, andsome of the stolen prop-
erly must be still hildden in the house
or grounds, and in ‘he evening 1 deter-
mived to watch the house, for there I
was couvinced lay the key of the
mystery,

About 10 o'clock 1 cautiously crept
into the gurden and scaled a tree which
stood in & direct line with the old man’s
bed room, | bave been in a few strange
positions, but never in such a one as
that, before or since. For there | sat,
perched in that tree for two mortsl
bhours, io the most uwocomfortabls of

Preseatly I saw the light in one of
the bottom rooms go out, and soon sfter
the old msu himeelf came up to bed.
First be very carefully drew his window
curtaios together, which shut me out
from all view. But | meant to see some-

bow, and, noticing that the ends wer

left uncovered, 1 cautiously descended
from my perch, and, after taking off my
boots, began to climb up the creeper
which covered the bouse and ‘was as
thick as & muL's wrist in some places.
My heart beat violeotly se I neared his
window; the stem of the creeper was
was getting thinver, and one faise step
might ruin all, but J reached it at last,
and, by bending under the window, had
a five view. The first thing that sur-
prised me was that he had not begun to
undrees; but a greater was in store, for,
ufter walking across the room and .
ing the door, he touched u bourd in the
wall—which was of panelled ouk —and
it sprang open, revealing a smull, secret
shamber. It might have been Aladdin’s
Cave, for it glittered and shone, even in
that pale light. It contained the siolen

'

What Iunuod during the pest few

minutes 1 cannot teli, my brain was too §
dazed 10 observe. All I could thiok of @
was, the old man bad the stoien prop- &
erty. When next I looked he was puck- = o

ing the things into parcels, wrapped in
rags and old paper, #o thut they looked
like rubbish. As I watched him, [ ob-
served that he no longer painfully
hobbled sbout, but rather flew over the
floor in his joy. Soon they were all

wrapped up,and the secret papel was _
shd noiselessly into ite place. I wutched @
with great interest for the next develop- &
ment, but I am bouod to admit that it 8

staggered me. The old wan fumbled
about his beard for some time, when it
suddeniy fell off, revealing the face of a
man about forty; then the wig followed
suit, and the metamorphosis was com-
plete. It was a young man in disguise.
The mystery was solved. Soon after
he extinguished his cundle, and 1 went
to my lodgings to pouder over the strange
case,

Inthe morning we arrested bim, to
his great surprise, but, after having his
beard snd wig removed, he was too
astonished to lie, and confessel his
guilt. Needlessto say, the suspected
man wae released at once. —Tit Bite.

The Flier will make better time by
several hours to St. Louls, Cincinnatti,
Washington, New York and to all east-
ern points, than any other line out of
Lincoln. It is a screamer.

For information about rates, connec-
tions, ets, or for sleeping car berths,
call at city ticket office, 1201 O street.

F.D.CORNELL,C.P. & T. A.

SUMMER TRIPS AT REDUCED
RATES.

The North-Western line is now sell-
ing tickets at reduced rates to many
tourist points in the western, northern
and northeastern states and Canada.
Any one desiring a summer trip would
do well to secure our figures before pur-
chasing tickets elsewhere.

Beginning May 10th the Missouri Pa-
cific will run a2 new fast daily train
leaving Lincoln at 3:20 p. m., arriving
at Kansas City at 11:00 p. m. and at St.
Louls at 7:20 a. m., making direct con-
nections at new St. Louis union sta-
tion with all east bound trains.

ON TO CHICAGO.

Half Rates, Special Train and a Day-
light Run.

Sunday a. m., July §, 8 o'clock, via
the Elkhorn-Northwestern line, a sil-
ver train, gaily and appropriately dec-
orated, will leave Lincoln carrying the
Hon. W. J. Bryan, the Bryan club, the
free silver delegates, their wives and
their friends to Chicago. This train

m., returning leave Beatrice 7 p. m.
Fare only 50 cents for the round trip.

Wash
Dress

Goods

This has been a remarkable season for cottion wash dress

have been exceptionally attractive, prices unprecedentedly low and busi-
ness proportionately large. Thus for we have had the most
trade on this class of fabrics in the history of our business. Our assort-
ment of the most popular lines isstill In good shape, among them

FRENCH ORGANDIES. GRASS LINENS. SCOTCH
DIMITIES, LINEN BATISTS, DOMESTIC DIMITIES
FINE LA WNS.

MIlIller & Paine

|

WHY NOT

Let us sell youi your groceriea?

Don't buy cheap, old shelf worn goods when you
can get the very

NICEST AND FRESHEST

At thhe same pricesS

THE ROYAL GROCERY, 1028 P STRET. PHONE 224.

YOUR QLD BUGGY TOP

Made New

Buggy top trimmings, cushions and dashes always on
band and made to order, If your buggy top needs fix-
ing briog it around. Will guarantee you perfect eatis
faction, both in work and price.

A. D. HEAD
n=21 P.St.

SHIRT WMSTS

We do the genuine French dry cleaning of shirt waists
and fine garments of every description. Cieaning and
pressing of gent’s clothing a specialty

MANNS" STEAM DYt WORKS

OFFICE, 118 N. 12 St.

100 A A A

If yyoux faail to get

a palrof nice

TAN SHOES 0k OXFORDS

for yourself or children at our store.

Ours are perfect in fit, latest styles, low in price, and
good to wear.

WEBSTER & ROGERS, 10428 O St.




