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OBSERVATIONS

To the Editor of The Courier:

You say that Nebraska will give a
plurality for McKinley and *“sound
money.” Do you not know that the
people of this state, of all parties, are
clamoring for free silver? Om what
4o you base your opinion? Yours re-
spactfully E. J. B.

Seward, Neb., July 6, 1896,

Some people in Nebraska are clam-
oring for the free coinage of silver.
Nebraska is a great state for clamor.
A few years ago there was a clamor
for constitutional prohibition all over
the state. The question was submitted
to the people. It was argued, and it
was dismissed. At another time there
was a clamor, precipitated by Jay Bur-
rows, that Nebraska was hopelessly
ruined by the burden of farm mort-
gages., The subject was investigated,
and it was found that the farm mort-
gages represented substantial, perman-
ent improvements, and that the aver-
age and total were lower than in other
progressivg and prosperous states. The
bugaboo €eased to frighten and the
clamor dled out. Then Jay Burrrows
and his co-workers went into the busi-
ness of farming the farmers and they
succeeded in producing a big crop of
Farmers' Alllances., There was a loud
clamor for communism, for the gov-
ernment ownership of railroads. There
was a clamor for public warehouses.
There was a clamor for government
loans on farm products. So, for years,
clamor has succeeded clamor. The
people in this state are used to it. It
has been dinmed into their ears.

L

There is, undeniably, a clamor for
free silver now going up. The senti-
ment and specious reasoning that
used to be directed to impressionable
people for the purpose of working up
opinion favorable to prohibition, or
general socialism, or government loans
on corn and cabbage, are now ad-
dressed to the people in the Interest of
the free silver fad, and a little investi-
gation will prove to the satisfaction
of anybody or everybody that the mass
of the people who are now for free sil-
ver are the very people who, a few

years ago, were clamoring. just as
nolsily, for prohibition, for govern-
ment ownership of railroads, for pub-
lic storehouses, for the Issuance of
money on plles of perishable products.
They are the people who are Imbued
with the idea that, in some way, the
legislature or congress can and should
pass a law paying everybody's debts,
or putting so much money into every-
body's pockets, or distributing a cer-
tain quantity of happiness among all
the people. They have a valn idea
that by some legal, governmental pro-
cess, anybody may be suddenly made
rich and happy. Successive fads have
distracted their attention from the ser-
jfous business of creating prosperity
out of the earth and building up indl-
vidual success. They have forgotten
that the greatest office of the govern-
ment is to protect them in their in-
dustry and in their various social re-
lations, and te secure permanent pros-
perity by the stability of the nation's
money and the fixity of all commercial
laws, leaving to the individual the
work of building his own fortune.
.

There is a considerable number of
these people, and they are raising a
considerable clamor. But here in Ne-
braska we have heard so much of
clamoring that sober, intelligent peo-
ple have learned to distinguish be-
tweéen noise and numbers.. We have
heard the din of the various clamors
lessen and die away. We have seen rea-
son conquer rant, honesty prevall over
hypocrisy, intelligence supercede id-
jocy, and the experience of the past
is ample reason for the belief that the
people of Nebraska will sift this latest
fad to the bottom and, when the time
for voting comes, see that this state
shall take its position on the side of
the policy that insures the main-
tenance of national credit and honor,
that guarantees praotection to the
wages of the working people, that says
our currency shall not be debased and
defiled. When the people have studied
and investigated they have always
come out on the right side.
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It must not be forgotten that this
money question has never been ade-
quately presented in this state. The
republican party has never addressed
itzelf seriously to the task of combat-
ting the silver heresies. McKeighan
and Kem and Bryan and VanWyck
have spoken to thousands on the emo-
tional side of this question; while our
speakers and orators and writers have,
for the most part, contented them-
selves with personalities. They have pre-
sented their views seriously, persist-
ently. We have answered with jests
and sneers. We have not settled down
to the business of meeting argument
with argument, as we will have to set-
tle down in the campaign that is now
about to open. The great mass of sil-
ver advocates in this state have never
listened to but one side of the ques-
tion. For the next four months they
will have the other side put before
them, and we are confident that when
the republicans of republican
Nebraska once look into this
great and momentous prob-

lem they will abide by republican and
honest policy and show to the people
of this country that Nebraska is re-
publican still, that the people of Ne-

braska are not in favor of repudiation
or ruin.
-

We have too much faith in the ulti-
mate wisdom of the people of this
great, prosperous, progressive state, to
believe that they will commit them-
selves to a policy that would, primar-
lly. disrupt every business Interest In
the United States and spread panic
and ruin; that would crowd into this
country the $1.500,000,000 of silver bul-
lion European nations are waiting to
work off on the first victim, and drain
us of our gold:; that would take the
United States out of the rank of the
most advanced nations of the earth,
wherein there is a premium on man-
hood and Intelligence, and place us on
an equality with such nations as Chi-
ra, Japan and Mexico, wherein sil-
ver is free and men are slaves, where
ignorance and poverty and misery are
the common lot; that would cut in
half the day's wages of the laborer,
and reduce by 50 percent the $1.800,-
000,000 of workingmen's deposits in
savings banks; that would utterly de-
stroy the ecredit of this nation abroad
by adopting as the nation's debt-pay-
ing money a currency composed, one
half of value and one half of repudi-
atlon.

-

The debate between Mr. Bryan and
Mr. Irish at Crete last Saturday at-
tracted considerable attention, and has
been the subject of much discussion.
In Mr. Irish, who is a prominent demo-
erat, cur own jingling orator met a
man well able to cope with
the ablest speakers in the
country, and Mr. Bryan was
kept busy. We will not say that Mr.
Irish, representing the cause of honest
money, completely vanquished his op-
ponent. That would be untrus
Neither will we say that Mr. Bryan
came off victor. That would be equally
untrue. The fact of the matter is the
men were pretty evenly matched.

-

Some able men have been pitted
against Mr. Bryan, notably Allen W.
Field and E. Rosewater, but no Ne-
braskan who has met him in joint de-
bate on the money question has pos-
sessed the superficial, showy qualities
of the trick speaker, which so conspic-
vously distinguish Mr. Bryan. Judge
Field and Mr. Rosewater were argu-
mentative, but lacking the theatrical
ability, the art of the comedian, the
facility of the oratorical gymnast,
that, unfortunately, count more with
the average political audience than
sober sense or solid argument—and we
do not wish tc be understood as say-
ing that Mr. Bryan did not make use
of legitimate argument—they falled, in
a measure, to meet the requirements
of the crowds that listened to the de-
bates. But Mr. Irish is something of
an actor himself, agile, facile, quick-
witted. He has played the same role
that Mr. Bryan is now playing. He
was a boy orator hlmm-l! in Towa for
ten or fifteen years, and he is versed
in the tricks of boy orators. So when
our boy orator made a thrust the
other boy orator parried; when Mr.
Bryan smiled and danced an intellect-
ual skirt dance Mr. Irish dropped into
low comedy. It was give and take, nip
and tuck, a spirited, flashing, showy,
superficially brilliant combat; and it

was Interesting.
L]

Mr. Bryan was in the house of his
friends, and he had the advantage of
being on the emotional slde of the sub-
Ject, He elicited the most applause,
On the other hand, when the debate
was over, Mr, Irish recelved the most
congratulations—and the congratuia-
tions came from sober, thinking peo-
ple. In addition to possessing the
gifts in which Mr. Bryan Is well nigh
perfect, Mr. Irish is generously stocked
with intellect, and he made much
sound argument. He was entertalning
and instructive, It is to be hoped that
the people of Nebraska will have fre-
quent opportunities to hear Mr. Irish
in the coming campaign.

L

Much has been said in these columns
about the variableneas, the volatile
quality, of the people who make up the
population of this part of the west.
We have no settled convictions, We
run after fads. We are Influenced by
trivial circunstances. We are easily
moved by emotion and stirred by
prejudice. We are in an ecstacy of
optimism one day, and deep in the
depths of despair the next. A few
months agoe the people of Nebraska
were greatly depressed and disheart-
ened. Successive crop fallures had
brought the people to the point of
despondency. But hope took hold of
us and raised us up. A larg® crop was
put in. The sun shone. The raln de-
scended. The sun came out brighter
and warmer. The rain came again in
grateful quantity. And thus passed
the months of May and June It
seemed as if the heavens had con-
centrated their blessings on Nebraska.
Never did pature appear in mors lux-
uriant or beautiful attire. The earth
exaled a promise of glorious harvest,
and men sang with joy. They forgot
the disappointments of the past and
became rare optimists, But now, in
the last week or two, discouragement
has begun to take on its hold again.
Complaint is heard on all sides. There
is no contention that Nebraska will
not raies the greatest crop ever
yielded by by our fertile soll. It is not
quantity that is bothering. It is the
price that it will fetch. There is talk
about 7 cent oats and 12 cent corn.
And some farmers are saying that
times will be worse than ever in Ne-
braska.

.

Here in Nebraska we have a disa-
greeable way of periodically raising ap
some will-o'-the-wisp and frightening
ourselves by telling ourselves what a
terrible thing it is. Suppose prices are
low. It js estimated that this year's
corn ¢rop in this state will reach the
enormous total of 225000000 bushels.
Should the entire crop be sold at the
low price of 12 cents there would be
realized the comfortable sum of
$28.000,000. But a large quantity of it
will bring a much higher price. The
prevalling low prices cannot long con-
tinue. Our corn may bring us $50.000, -
0. And thers will be an immense
sum realized from oats and wheat and
hay and beets, When it [s considered
that we have raised practically noth-
ing in the last three years it must be
admitted that even with exceptionally
low prices, there must be a decided
improvement in business conditions




