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We have been reading in the New
York papers. since it was first staged,
very favorable criticisms of Paul Pot-
ter's Trilby. Last week a [rilby com-
pany played here. Notso good a com-
pany as the New Yorkers saw, but a
fairly good lot of players. Svengali and
Taffy were poor, Mu.e. Vinard, Trilby,
Little Billee, the Laird, Le Zou Zou and
Gecko had more than the average abil-
ity of strolling players. Talent counts
for nothing however in such a play.
As lor coarseness itis quite the coarsest
thing that has appeared here for many
years. Sam T. Jack’s dancers are pre-
advertized. The audience is prepared
for the ballet and for double entendre.
Du Maurier's story of three men in their
studio in the Latin Quartier emphasizes
the purity of their lives, the unseifish-
nees of their friendship for each other,
their love for Trilby. their industry and
their love of art. Potter’s play—bad
cess lo it, makes of the three men three
'roues utterly demoralized and demoral-
izing. It makes of the Reverend Mr.
Bagot, a wolf in sheep’s clothing, a sen-
sual priest of the Boccacio type, where-
a8 Du Maurier's Mr. Bagot is only a
parrow-minded, simple-hearted viilage
clergyman with genuinely strict ideas
of propriety and social position. It does
not even do Svengali justice for an aud-
ience who had not read the book would
get no idea whatever of Svengali’s mast.
ery of music -his only excuse for being.
Nothing is made of Little Billee's fame
as a great artist. The only characters
who arc reproduced as Du Maurier
wrote them are minorones, Le Zou Zoa,
Mme. Vioard, Gecko and Dodor. One
of the most charming scenes—the
Christmas dinoer is turned into a dis-
gusting orgy. There is no excuse for
this for Du Maurier expressly states
that there were no women present ex-
cept Trilby, her friend Angele Boisse
and Mme. Vinard. These did the cook-
ing and waiting. In planning the
Christmas dinner they all agreed on no
ladies and the Laird quoted from the
Bcotch gillie who said: “Them Wim-
men spiles the ball.” Thedionerin the
play occurs in the second act and I have
uever seen anything worse on the stage
and besides it was deadly dull. At the
Du Maurier Christmas dinner only men
sat around the board. They told jokes,
admired each other's wit and genius
and peace and good will sat on every
face. The dramatized dinner drew a
few hoarse guffaws from that part of
the gallery for which it was written.
The body of the house was silent.

Paul Potter in conjunction with “Bill
Nye” has lately written a play called “A
Stag Party.” It was a dismal f ailure,
full of coarse jests and withoul extran-

' eous help it could not but fail. A book

ike Trilby is a success because the
author is able to make of each readera
friend, a Jover. 1 would take a long:
toilsome journey to see a real Trilby and
Paul Potter has used this affection to
hisown end. He has abused it, He
bhas shown himself a sensualist, a traitor
to the good and beautiful. How differ-

‘ent was Shakespeare's method. He took

commonplace tales and people and made
‘them fascinating. Paul Potter takes
the most fascinating, lovable woman in
nineteenth century literature and de-
grades her. It is frequently stated that
in order to be interesting a play must
be Frenchy. The plays that live and con-
tiuve to please have not that quality, at
any rate in predominance. “The Rivals”
and “The School for Scandal™ are char-
acterized by the somewhat brutal frank-
pess of the century in which they were
written, bat it is not Frenchiness. It
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Trilby is playing to large audiences
in London and they say Du Maurier is
making money. Well, if it were not fcr

that the author might take the play-
wright by the nose and tweak it as
Taffy did Svengali's.

- Nothing in This World

The Nebraska Press association will
meet in Lincoln on the 30th and 31st of
this month. It will discuss the law of
libel, how to get and keep advertising
and incigentally will enjoy a banquet
which the Lincoln hotel has generously
agreed togive. The officers of the asso-
ciation have decided to organize a
woman's auxiliary. There are about
twenty-five newspaper women in the
state and the men wish to include them
in the sta‘e association. The following
program by the Nebruska Press associ-
ation, Woman's A uxiliary, Lincoln hotel,
10 a. m., Friday, Janvary 31, 189¢

Is so cheap as a newspaper, whei>>r it bc
megsured by the cost of its production or by it:
vaiue to the consumer. We are talking about
an American, metropolitan, daily paper of the
iirst class like THE CHICAGO RECORD. Ii'ssn
cheap and so goed you can't qfford in this day
of progress to be without it. There are other
napers possibly as good, but none better, and
none just like it. It prints all the rec’ news of
‘Eo world —the news you care for—every dcjy,

Address of Welxl;; Associ- cad prints it in the shortest possidle space. Yor
1 s Snesk 8. Surria can read THE CHICAGO RECORD and do a day’s

The Newepaper Woman. . . . Mrs. Peattie
How to Make a Newspaper Interest-
T SO Tu N Miss Cather
A Resurrection............Mrs. Bryan
Welcome by the City Federation
................ re. H. H. Wilson

All the ladies of Lincoln will be wel-

work too. It is an independent paper and gives
all political news free from the taint of party
hias. In a word—it's a comple’e, condensed,
clean, honest family newspaper, and it has the

come at the reception held in the par-
lors of the Lincoln. It is hoped that if
the time conflicts with the meetings of
any club, the members of the club will

argest morning circulation in Chicago or the
we?t—140,000 to 150,000 a day.
Prof. I. J. Halfield of the Northwestern

be good enough to postpbne their meet-
ing. It may be convenient at some time
for the club women of the eastern part
of the state 1o have a friendly means of
communication with the other parts of
the state. There ig8 no more diplomatic
and at the same time pleasant way than
by extending the glad hand to these
members of the Woman’s Auxili~ry.

University says: “THE CHICAGO RECORD
comes as near beiny th- ideal dailv jour-
nal as we are for some time likely 9 f.nc
on these mortal shores.”

Sold by newsdealers everywhei: and su®
scriptions received by all postmasters. Address

THE CRICAGO RECORD, 181 Madison-st.

The committee on programs of the
woman’s city federation have decided to
ask Mr. Bixby toreau them a poem at published in America in the first months tempted a lecture while in a state of in-
their next meeting, which will be held of 1889. How many years after it was toxication. The next morning when he
in the art gallery at the state univer- first published in England I do not went to the depol some of his audience
sity. Mr. Bixby is said to be timid and know. Later on the article mentions were there waiting for him and pelted
shrinking, though his poetry does not ‘elaborately trimmed toaks.” What is him with eggs. Since then they say he
indicate such drawbacks. If he really atoak? From the context I suppose it is sober at his lectures.
possess a fearsome nature how the is something to wear, but what? .
women will gloat over his sufferings. .
Nero and burning Rome! Turks and
Armenians! how they will enjoy it.
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There is no arrogance more insuffer- The Dramatic Mirror publishes each
able and deep-seated than that shown week news from the towns and cities of
by a professional humorist. Bill Nye the country large enough for theatrical

Inaccuracy seems to be a necessary ac- has certainly written and said funny companies of any consequence to visit.
companiment of a daily paper. Still the ghings, but these later years be digsa Under the head Nebraska appears Lin-
Journal ought to be a little more careful barren soil. The 80il was thin and poor coln with occasionally some other towns
sbout getting up its Sunday paper. when he began to cultivate it. It has of the state. On another page appears
Here's Miss Cather in last Sunday's grown poorer and poorer until its fer- the name Omaha. Evidently the me-
edition talking about “Hall Caine's last tility is cntirely dastroyed. Well, alco- tropolis “does not wish to be congidersd

fJust colliag s spedte g:apade. » book™—*“The Bondman.” which Iread hol will kill anything, let alone Bill nor yet to consider herself” as belong-
Whean a play of any importance is put seven years ago. “The Bondman” was Nye's humour. Some time ago he at- ing dramatically to Nebraska.
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