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elementa of o mighty nation began to conlesde. The patriots of
Ameriea rose nsa & man in defense of their inaliennable rights. The
firat enll 1o the upriging wos issued by Otls and Henry,

Ench represented different sectiong of the country and different
types of charactor. s was the spokesman for New Eugland:
Henry, for Virginin, Massachusetts and Vieginla were the leading
colonies in the Revolution. New England soolety was demooratic
In the extreme: that in Vieginla was (ntensely arlstocratic, hut snch
wia Indlspensible to the other,

The patriots of Massachusetts fought for principle. They had
been trained in schools of theological discussion, Thelr minds wers
nente and penoirating, They beenme the most skiliful pollticinnge,
Evory man was & patriot, clear-headed and fall of understonding.
James Otls represented mon Hke those, The seone of Otle” fivst trl-
umph & memorable. In a dimly lHghted conrt room, in which sat
the roynl judges, fianked by the Inslgnin of royalty, the fearless nd.
voonte of liberty gave voiee for the first time to the sentiment
alrendy existing In every heart. The speech of James Otis agalnat
the Writa of Assistance was o trumpet-onll to actlon. Ita warning
notes had searcely consod to echo, before an answering call come
from the gonthern colonles.

The memoriable words of Patrick Henry in the House of Burgesses
mude Virginin a unlt, His speech advoeating resistanes to the
oppressive measures of England melted Viegininn patreiotivm into s
compaet, rlowing mass, He was the first to sound the alarm
nEninst the Stamp Act,  His words nnnounced the coming conflict
as the fimoh of lHichtning fovetolls the atorm.

No man at that time, ifteen years bofore the Revolution, was
rendy to belleve that the colonles wonld ever separnte from England,
The coloniste loved Englind ns men love thelr bovhood's home.
They were proud of the rains, the traditions, the struggles, nud the
vietories of the English people, But when Jumes Otis ceased speaking
ngninst the Writs of Asslstnnes, tha Amerienn Revolution had
hegun,  Though Patrick Henry stunnsd the Viegininn Honse of
Burgessvs by his boldness, trom that day Vieginln went hand In
hand with Massachosetts (o the struggle tor independence.

Mr. Fifer has a vapid, nervous delivery.
deliboration would have added foree,  His voice was
pitched o little higher than natural tone. He made no
gesture, and his posture was glightly monotonous in con-
REUenCe,

The next speaker was W, L, Stephens, whoese subject
wWas,

A little more

HENRY DAVID THOREAU,

A radien) change in thonght ook planee in New England during the
fient half of the present eontury.  The turmoil of the revolution had
passed awoy, nnd soclal and intellectunl stagnntion suceeeded. Man
became n muchine, n slave to the commonplace. Conveuntisnality
wans crushing ont all that wa: haoman. Whoever darved to displsy
any traces of individoality was benton and scourged by chureh and
soclely untll he gave ot lesst formapl adherance to conven-
tionnl  forms and  hellefs, Development  was  completely  nr-
rested. Bympnthy, tolerntion, Individoal lberty, were uuknown.
Thin disewed, hypocritical, pharisaic soclety woas revolutionized,
Without slgn from heaven, the nphenval enmie, A ples wout forth
for the omancipation of humanity, and for liberty of conselence, In-
tultively, the roee geasped o the means of escape from eivil nnd re-
lgious thraldom, Not New Englaond and Amerlea alone, hut the
world was moved. The revolation in mind affected 11 entive orbit
ol every man's thousht, A standurd of exeollonce won catablished
by which the lHiernture of all tougtes s even toadny indged (o e
worthy or nnworthy of perpetulty. It wns a spiricusl expansion.
Liberal views tu rellgions and in seculnr things took frm hold of the
peaple.  The despotism of conventionnlity was overthrown, The
“Undividusl beeame the world,”  Palpit and press hurled the bittoer-
ost luvectives at the interpreters of the movement, Like the an-
archisth of to-duy, they wire objects of suspielon and contempt,
Dot they were without fear. Throngh them truth woent onk, sod wis
felt In the uttermont parts of the earth, The value of these lenders
to the age ls Inestimable.  Thers wore two phases of the movement ;
the rellglons nnd the secnlar, The former was promotad by Emer-
won; the latter by Thoman,

Noowmnn In the history of our conntry is 40 hard to anderstand and
appreciate na Henry David Thoresu. He s called morbld and mis
uuthrople, but only by those that do not snderstand Lim,. He wos
w0 oaslly Influenced by surrounding conditions, ko suscoptible to the
lightert lmprowions, that be withdrew to Nature iu order to preparp
himsell, untenmmeled, for Intercourse with his fellow-men,

‘This §s

what In mistaken for morbldness, Nomore was he o bigot, or n mis-
anthrope. He loved humsniiy, and eraved sympoathy : sacrificing
every thing for soviety, nothing for himself, Hao beolleved that in sol-
Itude the soul can have freo Intercourse with God. In this stmo-
sphere of the soul’'s supremacy he recolved thelmpulse to tenr himselt
nway from the evil, sod ndopt the good,

Thoreau retlred to Walden, n wild and solltary ploee, freguen ted
by thioves and cut-throsts, Tbwos nn ayesore to the nelghborhood,
Liut In his works 1t 18 converted Into n fniry retront, Ile withdrew
from social Hle beeanse he was thoronghty convinesd that the devel-
opment of man s retarded, if not prevented, by the restrictions of
soclety.  He propossd to demonstrate, by o practieal sxample, how
nn fdent 1 could helod, free from all the lnmber of convantionnlity.
His lfe thore wis not Intended to be one of inertis, bub fall of actly-
Ity. Hedid not marry : not beenuse he falled to realize that the
family 1w the cornerstone of every strong and healthy common.
wenlth, but beonuse his Idesl family could not berealized. Othermen,
dirgunted by the emptiness of ordinary soclal Hfe, have given them.
selves up to cynlelsm and hatred. Thoreau was more noble, He
withdrew to solitude to prove that, until soul and Nature are har-
monlzed, no spiritanl expansion is possible. Hewentinto retiremoent
to prepare himsell for social life, In which he might be forever after-
wirds froe, vigorous, and Independent,

Thorenn hnd nn Indicn’s love and veneration for Nature, To him
Natare woa perfection, and the sttempt to lmprove her, mutilation

No Indinn Inmented the inroads upon the foresta more deeply than
he. Hoe thanked God that no axe conld cut down the clouds. Hvery
phenomenon of Nature, however trivinl, corresponded to a general
Iaw of the universe. He pleaded enrnewtly and effoctively for more
recourae to Noonre, and to recelve from her whatover impulse and
Instinets whe had to offer,  Then they could retarm to society, with
donble the enpaclty for new enjoyment and new service.

Thoresu was no Idle dremmer.  He was s man of sction.  In Bos-
ton, when the Cheistinn churel, o slave to the ealloused prejudicon of
eroeds anid dogmas, in the belief that (6 was seting In nccordnnos
with the fundumental Inws of onr governmont, npproved the sending
of Am.h'un,v Harns, 0 fugdtive slnve, back to bondage—in Boston,
Thoreau, Beat ol all, duresd to defond John Brown., With naonl over.
Howing with convietion, he exelalmed ;1 know this well: 1f 1,000, it
100, 11 10 men whom 1 could name, IF 10 honest men only, nye, I oNg
HONEST mon In this state of Muassachusotts, consing to hold slaves,
woers nctunlly to withdraw from this co-partnership, and be locked
up b jdl therefor, 1t would be the abolition of slavery in America.”
When John Brown lay blseding In n Vieginia jall; when Inter the
country wis saffering the ngonlos of civil war, the tull fores and
meaning of Thorean's tenchings burst upon the ntelligence of the
people.

Thorean his boen necused of favoring the nbolition government.
Iy 0 perfect state of soclety, governmont (s reduesd to & minimum,
He was propared for this condivlon, but was In advauee of his ngo.
In Wik forest retrent he rofused to pay his tax and glndly wont to
juil, becouse e knew, no mottor how dark his coll or how thick his
prison walls, his convictions wcmlll'hnlp o mould the charaeter of
the race, Cortainly o beantdial example of the Paritan aplrit of free-
om.

Thorean's life, nsa whole, reprosetts the highestideal of anindivida -
ality that should be thefoundntion of wll enlt ired and progrosslve so-
clety. He knew that soclety was disonsed ; the bost, the most Ko,
He sacritieed himuwelt o order to polnt out this disease to his age.
He gradanted from Haevaed whon Harvard bralys woie in great do-
mund,  Every profession would gladly have welcomod him. ik In-
telloet conld have pracansd him soclal prominence snd wide infinence,
Youhg men on all siides wore ranlibng Inbo setive Hite and gaining rec-
onition for’ wisdom and diserction,  Thorsan vonld have besn
foremost nmong them nll,  Ease, comfort, lelsare, wenlth, an nde.
pendent Wle, wnd powerful infiaenon weee within his grasp. ot lit-
orally scorning sl he gove himself up to his s, and aaeht 1, omes
for all, o lesson of purity and simplivity, the silont Inflnende of which
oaetlve and potsat to-duy. A man moy become great when
strenpthenod sud gpheld by the conventionslities of his thmos, Much
prentor i Thoresn, who utterly disrogarded 1he homoage nnd aym-
puthy of the world,  For the sukeof u grent moral principle, without
hope of reward, he took his stund alone, iIndopendent, and woll-nuffi-
clent. The pure and simple soul who has inspived and humasnissd
the rove ahould command (8 gratltnde nnd roverance,

My, Btephens strength lay in deliberation sud emphasis,
His voice was deep and enupcintion distinet. He was
slightly nervous and ill at ease.

The last speaker was Miss Myra Clark, who eulogized




