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CHARTER DAY POEM.

BY AWANNNA I, K. PAINTENR,

Westward the course of emplre takes her way,
The four first nets alrondy past:

A fiifth shall close the dranma of the day.
Timo's noblest offepring is herlast,

w—terkeley .

That was o geand snd glorlous day

When Progre#s, tired of eastorn podant’s nway,
Scanned the horlzon, seeking for s spot

Whaore she might found nn empire of her own,
Where she herself should wear the regal crown.
Untrammelled Sclence then might cast her lot,
And flourish side by side with classle lore;
Opprossed Religion there shouldvry her tears,
She found & home on wild New England’e shoro,
And flourished there for many, many years,

Then temples grew like magic 'neath her band.
And many halls of learning vast and grand

She builded. But the spirlt thut had wrought
The changes of all nations ever songht

Her empire to extend, and toward the west
Agaln she turned hor oyus she knew no rest,
She marched her army onward toward the weat.

But meanwhile, in the onstern home she loved,
I'ne home she had chosen and approved
Conservatism roee nnd songht to bind

With canong, codes and rules, the maldens mind.
Long wae the strife, each step was hardly won
That either galned. Silll toward the settlog suu
Progression turned her saddenacd, longlng eyos.
Before her in a viglon seemed to rise

The cternal hille were Froedom holds her court.
Aud then with a declelon firm and short,

She flung the lron fetters that had bonud

Her eruelly 5o long upon the ground:

Aud stdpping forth nanonnced deflantly,

*In spite of ull yonr dogmax I am frec!

11 bulld an institution now™ gha sald,
“Ofwhich I shall be the acknowledged hend,
And In 1ts halls I waliereet u shrine,

And all who enter it ghall worship there

Trath, Fredom, Learning shallby right divine
Be patron sainte und lead thelr lostering core,'”

At last upon Nebraska's plain
She found her sought for refuge, and again
She saw beneath America’s blue skies
The towers of her citadels arine.
Behoid the work she wronght!
Beholl a home of thonght

Upon that desert plaln!

What was two decades ago an arld waste

1% now the home of calture and of taste,

Two decndes since this was the red man's home
And even now, witlh sorrow’s downeast mien,

Aged and dusky figures have hieen geen,

still Hogering wheve thelr tribes were wont to roam
Perchance there He the graves of Indian dead,

Whore now thie thrlving city rearc its hoad,

And an & reprosentative of thought

Of enltn.o und of power this school shall sland,

Guarded by Froedom and Learning hand in hand,

With Truth, there Progrees found the home she songht,

When Greoce was young

Hor swectost songs were sung.

Those men who gave more lustre to her nanie,
And for themselves have gained undylng fame,
Lived in the morning of her years.

Ho may't be here, while stil] In youth,

These halls the citadels of Truth,

And you her champlons, with sword and shield,
Go—-promptly bring the honors from the fleld.

But yestere'en a vislon came to me

That promiscd yon s hrilliant destiny,
Ln, down the villley where the shadows meat
The sun went down upon this century,
1 saw Its 1nat beams lingering lovingly
Upon these spirea, then fled the crimson sireak,
And from these doors went forth a noble band
Of poets, eiaterman and phl.osophers,
To catoh the light then streaming o'er the land
From twenty centurles,

Beaind them all Dame Progress stood and smiled
To sue the glory of her child.
February 15th, '84.

* M. de Lesseps predicts that the Pannma canal will b
ready for use before 1888,

William Black's new uovel, “Judith Shakespeare,” is
sitracting considerable aitention,

It pays to Le a royal nuthor. Ten thoussnd copies of
Queen Victoria's new book were sold the first day.

The first tragedy ever written in America was from the
pen of & Hurvard student and wus first played by the siy.
dents of that university ,

An efturt is being made to have congress insurl a
clause in the copy-right laws, which will glve those who
pay lor Associated Press dispatches absolute own

ership
in them for twenty=four hours afier publieation.

The perfect man, according to Prof, Huxley, is one
ewhose intellect is a clear, cold logic-engine, with all
its parts of equal strength’ und in smooth working order
ready, like a steam~engine, to be lurned (o all kinds o;
work." '

Weundell Philipps gradvated from Harvard in 1880 at

the age of nineteen The probable resson (hat so many

gradunted at so early an age in those days is 1o he found
in the fuct that the reqiirements of admission were not so
great nov the courses of stndy so dificu!t s at present.
Longfellow, Emerson, Lowell, Whittier and Huwthorae
all graduated while in their teens.
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