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THE HESPERIAN STUDENT.

off to a certain ;omelmdy. but that he sueceeded in |
doing so.  Yet in such petty victories as these does
genius originate.  Many of us find it much easier to
conquer outside circumstances than to succeed in
the struggle w'th ourselves, In thiy struggle our suc-
cess may be less than that obtained by those around
us, but there need be no such thing as an absolute
failure. The power has been given in a greater or
less degree to all of us ““to rise on stepping stones of
our dead selves, to higher things."’

The Student’s Scrap=hook,

F-“l”‘b‘?'.

This masterpicce of the great German poel, Goethe
wag the first and last ehild of his imagination, and wns
written at three aifferent times in has eventful life. He
comploted it in 1881, The power, depth and subtle ins
fluence of this work arc owing perhaps to the length of
time that the author oceupied in pulling the workings ol
his myindd, In the formation of a plot, into & complete form:
Frequently throughout the piece Goethe's private opin-
ions are subtlely expressed.  The lesser lights in the Jiu
erary world are satirized nnmercifully, but the ¢lothing
of words veils this so completely that a superficial reder
little suspects the hidden fire beneath, The thiree main
charseters are the Hero, Tempter and the Vietim, or in
olther words, the immorial Faust, cunning Meplistoplieles
and helpless Marguevite,  Faust was a man well learned
in science but like a truc scholar thirsted for knowledge,
desiring to grasp the great ideas of the Universe. Als
though represented as a man advanced in years at the be-
gining, his youth is regained and his spirits revived by
the lively companionship of Methistopheles, the one who
came in the form of a dog and who changed as if by
magic into a wondering pedagogue.

The wicked Tempter had a great influence over onyg
yielding Hero, and he resolved o go wherever Mephistoph
eles led. It does not scem possible that such oppsites
as atrength and weakness could be found so flly devel-
oped in the sume charseter. The insuffiency of human
pature is shown lorth by this fact although perhaps exag.
gerated i the case of Frust, In the midst of his trayels
he met and beemne infatunted by an unlerrned maiden,
who was the very personification of Simplieity. She in
turn regarded him with a feeling akin to worship- Al |
though heidid not prove true 10 her, it is believed that he
admired her eandor at first. No tongue can deseribe his
remorse when he found her crazy in the dungeon-cell and
not willing to follow him. Her heart-rending cries—
“Heinrich—Helnrich,” pierced his inmost soul. After
senrching for whal he lacked endenvoring to allay a thirst
he could not gluke he found that the ouly satisfaction in
life is—ZLove. Afller having found the fountain of pers
petual youth, he, by his own intervention caused that
which was satisfactory te become unsatisfactory. Alas!
the cry of his heart was and we | might be “I have studied
Philosophy, Medicine and Theology, but mow I stand |
& poor fool!" Mephistopheles acknowledged that hie had
power over the lower world aud that troops of black
angles would come at his bidding. When he performed
a trick he was aided by & friendiyv Evil Spirit. The mid- |

night reenes where witehes in funiastic arrny predomi-
nite, have a certain welrd elinem about them that holds
the rea ler. The story is doubly intercating fron the fact
that Faust and Gretehen are commonplace charneters,
There is noexense for the lnck of unity in Faust.  Whilst
the render s bheing teangported by the Tearned sayings o F
the Hero, he is suddenly and without ceremony lowored
to a village scene or (o be a spectator of & witehe's dance,
Sull we may necord to Faust profound thought.  In it we
flud every passion siicred and not n fibre of the heart is
untonchied, ‘B4

THE AITITUDE OF THE CHURCH TOWARDS
THE RENAISSANCE.

The term Chureh is used in contradistinetion to that of
raligion, since through all times, nol even excepting the
present, the Church has only been a bhond uniting inivid-
nals, in sympathy through a common rim. Religion-is
man's faith formulated: the Chureh, the corporation to
which is entrusted its guardiansghip. The Church may
be gnilty of misdeeds without affecting the principle
wlhich brought it into existence: the prineiple may work
out transformations 1n the soul of man, which e Church
afterwards, may attempt to destroy,

The great vadue of religion has been its tendency 1o en-
large the emotionn] nature of man. This sympathy with
one’s fellow buings, creates an interest in any thing man
has done or may do in the fature. This interest is the
one preemicnt festure of the Renaissance, known ns hu-
manism. The cause of this energy was (o be found ab-
stract religion, in the pity and compassion for the suffer—~
ings of Him, who was also n man. This love for man
and his works, would naturally look to Lis greatest a-
chievements for satsfaction. These were of the intellect,
the intellect of a pagan nation. The good result came
from the scanuing of these great works with Chirietain
eyes and Chrisiain sympathy. The method was ¢hristian,
the result pagan and it is just here that the Church was
antagonistic to the Renaissance. The Church at that
time was not religious, it was a mere worldly organiza.
tion, the excuse for whose existence was the presryation of
eome great principle, which greed and ambition pre,
vented her from seeing. Her organization was borrowed
from a pagan nation, nud her sysiem of theology based
upon a pagan philosophy. Strangely forgetful of the
origin of her outward forms and in the worship of the
latter, losing sight of the divine objeet, she exchanged
the one for the other and thought divine, that, which was
bul the symbaol of divinity:

Again, the Chureh demanded striet obedience to au-
thority, while individuality was the giory of the Renaiss
sance, When one discovercd that he individually pos
sessed a something which the Chuarel did not, it caused
a glow of satisfaction and a fecling of exuliation, not in
keeping with the demands of the Church.  In truth how.
ever, these demunds were not tyrannically eascting, since
with all her faults and narrowncss, with the stamp of au-
thority upon her lace sud the inquisition at hand, the
Church, in the main, was strangely tolerant. Iialy, the
mother ol this Church, and at a time when her palitical
power was grealest, stood in advance of all European na-
tions in mathemutics and the sciemces. Any assumed
antsgonism may perhaps, in & measure, exist rather in the
imagination, than Ahave ezisted in reality, since the Charch




