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THE HESPERIANSTUDENT.

Frank B. Stephens, of Doane.  1f My
Stephens had confined his argnment to
the time ocenpied by his opponent or ¢ven
less, il lie had not repented his tnctios of
Inst year in constuntly appealing to the
“most honorable judges," and if he had
refrained from his unwartanted personal
attacks upon Mr. Yates, we should feel
more like saving that the two debaters
were on pur,  Mr, Stephens is to be given
mueh eredit for the impromptu parts of
hid speech and for its telling facts and
figires, but it had an appearance of heing
manuiaetured muech after the manner of
the Doane oration. Mg Yates, on the
other hand, seemed to have thought all
his out carefully, keeping closely 10 the
line of the argument, and, aside from a
peculiar enunciation, was the better orator.

The nudience was attentive, enthusins.
tie and patient under the long programme,
more so, perhaps. than any andience we
have everseen, Particularly in the debate,
where one gentleman accupied fifty win.
utes between cleven o'clock and midnight,
it was felt that the bounds of time should
have heen set.  The eontest, aliogether,
rure and brillinat exhibition of
culture and deelamatory power.  In the
the mosi
carcful labor had
heen given; in thelr delivery every nerve
wis sirained and every art ealled up to
make all perfect; in their reception by
the audience it wassceon, in the recitations
puarticulurly, how thotovghly i sympathy
wis the hottse with the stnge, and how
victory tor Hesperinns  or  Palladians
wonld have been grected by enthusiastic
chievrs,

And yet, nlter all this, alter weeks of
severe pracuiee and unselfish lwbor given
in hopes of deciding for one socicty or
the other, alter four hours of  feverish
expectancy to student friends, the three
Judges said that the performance was all
very nice but that they conldn't veally
tell who was uhead We were all well
aware that the affair woag “beilliant and
spirited,"™ we knew it would bhe go before

Wis

preparation of enen pumber

earnest thought and

we came, hut we hind come 1o a fontest
wonder
that the sudicnce, citlzens of Lincoly and
Crete, oxpressed in groans
Hieir disgatisfoction with this (wnat of &)
decision
One of the

haekaed ]’." cries of

not wn erhilition, 0 I wWag no

eilizens of

and
“Ciood, good! " re.

Pilladians sprang up
tllll"‘ill"l Judge Moreis to retive again with
the judges and ses il & positive decision,
pro or con, could ol be oblsined, or that
A\ he wonlld oot do this, thit he wonlid ut.
least vend aloud the marks of the judges.
The Judge would do neither of these
things, whereupon Lieut. Webaster pro.
posed that four persons appointed from
the audience be added to the origingl
three as judges w bring la a decisive
verdict. This motion, notwithstandin

that Chancellor Fairfield tried to throw
cold water npon it, was voted unanimous.
Iy, but Judge Morris stubbornly refused
to acoede, though Editor Gere and Sen
ator Howe offered 1o do anything the
aidlience wished, Whnt Editor Gere and
Senntor Howe should have done, being in
the majority, was to outvole the tie, But
they did not peep.

At this point, when there was danger of
further complications, Mr. Yates appeared
in behalf of the evening's class and re.
quested that, us the late hour would pre
venl new judges from reading the man
ugeripts, no frther aetion be taken,  'This
wae final, of course, and the crowd fled
out of the hall, at one o'clock in the
mornitg, in a most unhappy mind, feeling
that o mistnke had been made in the
choice of judges and that there would be
slight chance tor other contests hased on
stich uneertainty us thia,  IF the pulm had
been given to the Hesperinns, the Palln
dinns would hove bheen eager for another
trinl next yenr, if to the Palladiang then
we would know that we should have a
hard struggle to hold it and prepare our
selves accordingly.  But as given, the
decigion was tiothing: it dampened an
otherwise completely happy day; it was
love's lnbor lost,

“SENIOR STUDIES”

In hiis Jast article Gale admits that he
hiad the classical course mainly in mind,
still he used the words, “Studies of the
Senior yeur.”  As to the distinetive char.
acter of theso studies we had, and hove,
nothing to say. e also ndmits that his
assertion that “the present coarse requires
wt lenst six different lines of thought' will
not hold good of the scientific conrse,
guys nothing about the Hwerary, and tries
to prove that it is true of the clussionl by
suying thut “there are po two three o
recitutions oeenrring the sume term  that
a Benjor would be likely to choose
Let us see.  The frst semester e would
hnve the cholee of rur three-hour stadies,
viz: Geology, English Literature, Euro.
pean History and Constitution of Englynd,
The second semestier he wonld
have the choiee of four studies, yiz;

likewise
Pul
asceontology, English Literature, European
History and Ancient Law, Isitnot likely
a Senlor will of these l'nn'r
named studies?  But i he does not, our
objection wus to the use of the words, at
least,"

clioose 1Two

They imply that the mintmum of
the work required Is six studies In
reslity, by Gule's own figures, the max
imum is only six. Does Gale reeognize
any difterence in the meaning of these
two words? or can they be used inter.
changeahly ¥

We have no desive 1o discuss at length
the advantages wnd disadvantages of the

elective system.  Few indeed ure the swn.

.

dents that would ask for the old system
now that they know something of the
new. Nor do we accept  without
the statement that  the
objeet of an  educalion is to  secure
mental  training and oot the  mere
acquisition of knowledge.”  Let the two
go hand in hund, Why should a student
rack his hrain with studies that give him
mental discipline alone, when hoth disoi.
piine and useful Knowledge might be
attained by working in another line?
This mental discipline theory of ifadf is
[ist losing its eharms.
o spend four years acquiring it nlone, and
the system that requrres itis a false one.
We are also of the opinion that, in the
pust especially, there has not been enougli
special work done by the students, not
enongh useful kKnowledge gained along
with the mental discipline.  Of all our
graduntes no more than one or two were
proficient in any one depariment when
Still they hind n liberal
The elective system gives o
himself
thorough in somcthing, nor does i, in the

qualification

Life is too short

they geadunted,
education,
studens a chance  to  mnke
fenst, Tessen his opportunities for acquir
(We now
speaking of students, not those aimless
crentures, who withont the
University work, some without the ahility,
find their way inta our colleges—Iinto this
one at least Courges ol study are not
arravged, or should not be, for the benefit
of the latter elass wl the expense of the
This, then, 15 the great advan-

ing mentnl diseipline nre

nge o (o

lormer,)
tnge of the elective system—that discipline
is nequired along with usefnl knowledge.
This is of such importance as to override
its disadvaniages, the greatest of which
is, too much work required of students
necessitnted by o many studies being
pursted at the same time.  Gale isunable
o comprehend how, with a constant
number of hours, the pumber of studies
cun bo lessenel without incrensing the
time (recitation time) glven o esch, ren
dering them perhaps  consesutive, W0
which wo olijected and still object, ns |
would ilww'lrny the voery ]:rilu'illll.f Mo
which the eleetive system is based,  But
i8 there no other wiay out of the diffioulty ?
If some of our two and three hour stadies
counted for three, four, or five hours bul
recited only twice or thrice a week, would
The hows
romain consianl, no more
tie would be given to differcnt studies,
They would
duys, hut the number of studies would be
The fact i toon muany studies
have not, thus fur, counted for as much
us they ought. It I8 not necessary for the
students of the higher classes to recite
evary day. The work they must do lor
themselves, the protessor can only guide
and show them how they can best ccon
omize thoir time,

not the matter be righted ¥
would cluss

not recite on consecutive

lessened,




