THE HESPERIANSTUDENT.

NEBRASK A,
A new made college, to be snre,
Searce connting n decade of years,
Yet one which, growing, will endure
Desplte her troubles nnd onr foars,
Desplite her troables and our fonrs
Nebraska's Universily
Will rien above the etitie's sneers
An honorea woestern school to he,

An honored western schiool to be
If students by thelr fithiul tofl
Wil *how %0 all the State may see
That men nre rising on her soll.

That men are ristog on her soil
Whose hope apd fature alm shall he
Tornve trom slander sod from spoll
Nebrska's University.
“SENIOR STUDIES.

Eprror STUDENT.—~We wish o suy u
few words in vegurd 10 our “mislemnding
stitements' referred o in your editorinl of
the I1oth, In the first place, we admit
being n “elagsical ' we  thought the
article itself sufficient evidence of the
fuct, without stating the same in black

and white, aud hence our remarks were
itended for the most part as applicable
to that course, Don't put on the shoe,
Mr. Editor, where it doesn't i Although
we sy we had the elassieal conrse mainly
inmind, yet if you will look at the “Re
vised Course” {get Prof. Emerson o ex
plain iF wecessary) you will find that
;'hihuup! yooceurs in two of three conrses,
viz.: Clussical wnd Beientific.  Now we
think the statement made inregard to the
distinctive charneter of Senior studies in
the Classical course just ns truly applica
ble to those in the Scientific course. or ul
least us respecting Philosophy, and per
hups even more so.  The studies pursued
i this course, previous to the Senior year,
are for the most part those invalving the
mere nequisition of definite knowledge
They require little or no original thinking
or investigation, Mathematics with u
majority of students Is of the same
nuture, few become sufficiently fnterested
or hiave the time to spend to work out
original problems; true it requires think- |
g 1w understand w demonsgtiration, bul

ent studies preseribed, and six hours
clective, necessitating either two three-
honr or thres two.hour reciiations. On
exsmining the “Revised Course* (for ex
planution see previous reference) we find
no two threehour recilations oceuring
the swme term which a Senior would be

likely to choose; henee the only alterna-
fivee is to eleat three two-honr vecitations,
|m:tl‘i||-_: “six different lines ot thonght.”
[n tegard to the Scientifie course, we
wdmit onr assertion will not hold good.

Now for onr “conclusions,” The sec
omd il third evidently mutually involve
ench other. More time alotted to eusch
study of course lessens the number and
renders them consceutive. What effect
will this have upon the elective system
you ssk. Now, Mi. Editor, you never
heard us say “None whatever.,” It ouglit
o be evident to n First Prep that with a
constant teaching foree and s limited time
for reeitations the number of studies
could not be incteased without lessening
the time devoled to each one.  (We've
passed in the Logic elass.)

The only question to bhe considered s
whether the wdvantages of o liberal elec-
tive system, wiith our preseot limited
tenching foree, overrives the disadvantages
whih such a system involves. Thig ques.
tion we nnswer in the negative.  Please
bear o mind, Mr. Editor, what we said
in our former artiele, that the abject of an
education is10 seeure mental training and
not the mere acquisition of knowledge;
hence those means must be sdopted which
slindl best seenre this end.  Such end, we
pelterate, is best atigined by consecutive
and more thorough study.  No lawyer
thinks of working up several cases at the
sume time; no writer thinks of being
||1'1'Il]li(‘d with several books ou widcly
different subjects at the same time; no
stndent endenyors to work two or three
different problems at the same time.
fhese we admit are not exactly parallel
cases, vet the prineiple involved is much
the aul'm'. We ure not opposed to the
elective system itself.  Indeed, we think
it has great advantages, All we wish to

i is a different kind of thinking from
that of Philosophy. It is simply follow. l
ing out (he thoughts of another, A
sludent of the clsasics, however, 18 com
pelled o use his own judgment in deter
mining upon the construction o ba put
npon the sentence under consideration, in

thoosing the right meaning of & word,
one that will best express the thoughts of
the writer,

8o much for the first misleading state-
ment. Now for the next. Yes, Mr. Ed
itor, “this applies to the Senjor year{"
(l'l.‘ﬁ.‘l'riug to our sssertion in I‘I‘glil'd to the 1
number of studies) we were writing wbout |
Senior studies we belicve. In the Classi-
cal courge (L0 which our statement

especially referred) there are three differ-

sy fs thit It should not be so extended as
1o interfere with its efficiency in securing
the proper end,  Only enluige as our
eaeliing foree will allow without weaken.
ing the course,

Your conclusion, Mr. Editor, is most
decidedly “mislending,” viz.: “Lo the
proposition that there be a 1('5'9 unmi;erlnr
subjects pursued ut the same Lime we give
our hearty concurrence.”  Now how i
the name ol commen sense, with a con
gtunt number of hours, are you going to
lossen (he number of studies without
increasing the time given 1o eacl, rum!er-
ing (hem perhaps conseculive, (o lwluch
you objested. In sincere good will we

‘ait “further light” on the subject.
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Kansas University sends out a monthly,
the Review. Literary articles predominate
to the detrpment of the otherjdepartments.

The Nation has taken up the discussion
of the parental system and of elective
studies. Several articles of interest to
college men have appeared,

Emory Merror, from Oxford, Ga, wishes
to “forget the past and think of things
which will do good to the present and
future eitizens of the ‘U, 8.'"" Amen,

The Doane Owl hoots once more. To
mollify the exchange editor we have &
compliment for this number. It is realty
the best we have yet examived and leads
us to believe that a monthly, at least,
would be a success at Doane,  The local
department is especially good,

The writer of “Daniel O'Connell,” in
the Spectator, from Montreal, Canada,
mistakes his calling if Le does not come
to this country and make a Fourth of
July orator of himself. As a “spread
engle" effusion this article can not be sur.
passed.

The Welliam Jewell Student has heen
dubbed the “old moss-buack’ by the ex.
changes.  Not an elegant nickname, but
appropriate.  Old essays and cight.col-
umn editorials on “The Mission of Educa.
tion" and similar subjects fill up well but
are not profitable to the reader.

Notre Dame Scholaatic hins a decidedly
ceclesiastical tone, and it is not surprising
as the editor in chief is a Cathulic priest
and a member of the faculty. This may
be a convenient arrangemeni for the
fuculty, but expetience lias shiown the
wisdom of having the college papers con-
trolled entirely by students.

The Senior Preps and Freshmen of
Ohio Wesleyan Universtiy bhave organ-
ized o military company. The Zran-
soript gives the following as the “cry of
the boys in blue:" “Build us straight, O
drill mastor; strong Benior Preps and
graceful Freshmen that shall march with
drom and banner and with Sophs and
Sem. girls wrestle.”

We arve glad to see that Harvard Hor-
ald has received n sound drubbing from
the Knor Studsnt and Oberlin Review for
the following absurd statement in regard
to the standard of seholarship in western
colleges: “We will venture to state that
the preparation required to enter Har.
vard, and the prescribed work of the
Freshman year, amount probably to as
thorough & grounding in the leading
departments of human knowledge, as the
entire course of most of our western
gisters.” The difference between the
courses of eastern ana western colleges

is 80 small as to be hardly neticeable,




