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Editorial,

DEMERITS,

We cannot but observe the improves
ment in recitations, deportment, ete,
among the students since the adoption of
the present system ol demerit marking.
1t is one that should be brought into  gew
eral use In schools nnd collejes.  There is
something to inspire the student with o
high motive to exeel in all that he under
tkes or that is required of him.  Whao
does not feel himself more of & man
when he knows that the professors are ull
on the alert to record every item of defi.
ciency or misconduct that he may allow
to be discovered ¥ Whao does not (el both
his mental energies and morsl fdrmness
fortified by the nssurance that he is the
object of such constant care on the part
of those who are training him for future
usefulness? The power of example is un.
equalled by any intluence on the char-
woter in youth. The boy imilntes the ac-
tions of his futher: s methods of thought
and estimates of men and ideas he models
alter his teachers. How important then
that they should in everything point lim
to uncompromising honor as the fixed
star of his life!  As oorule, a mun will be
just about what he is expected to be as
nearly us circumstunces will allow{ if it
i8 a rogue, he is pretly sure to be a rogue:
il itis an honest man, he will come as near
that as possible, Henee the importance
of having u high standard of  personal
honor as the eriterion off netion.  "This 15
one of the main features thal commend the
demerit system. There is another
admirabl fenture in this method ofeollege
government, and that is, the unlimited
power which ench professor hins of exur-
cising this means of preseryivg the good
order and industry of the institution Nut
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such imagine themselves o be o Faculty of
o University and they would, we think
find grent satisfaotion and convenience in
go eltvetive o leverage, with which to en.
forae their will snd pleasure for the “gen.
el good,

The “sphere ol college journanlism®™ 15 &
snliject denr to the heart of college editors
ol o determioe the exacl rights aud
]rririll.'ur'n of the edbors is sometbmes difs
fienlt. Tt ds abviously unjust that the
columus of w college paper should be de,
voled 1o anmdgioed shmder and  abuse
Lncled ngainst Fuoulty, Regents, Trustees,
or stidents,  Yeor, it is equnlly unfiir 1o
atlenipt to prevent the editors frone ex.
pressing theiv own enndid opinion with
regned to school matters and even erit
icising them it necessary,  The college
pitper is the only avenue open to the st
dents Loy the expression of their opinions
upon sl subjects ol interest to them and
An institation is, 1o
somo extent, dependent  for reputntion
upon the paper It sends forth from  its
wails, It is lnrgely indieative of the i
etury advaneement of the students il
througl its cobmmns prevalent abuses in
the eollege may e brought to public at
tention and then corrected, needs andd
wints made known and then supplied, and
altention divected Lo the proper steps o be
taken that the best interests and weltare
of the indents may be promoted. It
wotuld be folly to deny the growing pow.
er and infiuonce of the college press, and
the Sropest henetily seconds the sugges.
tion of an eastern paper that there be
convention of representatives of tne  van-

vitnl 1o the eollege

1
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ous college papers throughout the conn.
try, A convention of this kind would be
most heneficial and increase the power of
ther eollege press,

From time to thne, the STupesxt jhas
gnid what all in the University have felt,
thint we are greatly in need of an eloou.
tonist and ot Inst tred of walting for the
Regents to not, the stadents secm 1o have
taken the mintter into  their handls
wnd muny of them are wmking lessons
from the  elocutionists who have their
classes in the society halls,  We have all
saldl so often that we nesded an elogution
fenciier thatthe saying has becomo very
triteand perbaps (Or this reason has be.
come ineficient wiih the Regents, though
o the best ol the STopENT'R knowledge
L was never given much considerntion at
iheir hands.  Perhiaps thls effort on the
part of individual teachers, who come
here whithout any encounragement from
the Regents, and take all the visks them-
selves, may open the eyes of those in an.
(hority to this longdelt need and lead
thein o estublish upon o more permanent
basls oo depariment thal s worthy of all
cncourangement and  whiclh already is
manking itselt felt us a hepeficent power
atong e students,
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The Srupest Association has met ginee

urally sach one has his own opinion of | our lust wiriting sad pussed the longtalk.

the extent to which diseipline of this kind

should be e rried, so if some are inclined | Uonal wmendment providing tha

to carry it oo far and others not far cnoneh

el of; lopgdnidaapomahetuble  constitu
enely

soclety ghall eleat its own editor i chief

a happy medinm will be the general re- | This i the doath knellto all those Jolly

sult, We are aware thet some ol the stu.
dents do not favor this ingenious method

pravoking quarrels which tor six yeats
and more have colivened the yeurly elec.

of eurbing the rashuess of youth, but let tions,  For the fulure oncli society is to

decide for Teell who shall represant thoem
on the editorial statl.  The amendment
does not provide any other menus than
those now in vogue for the election of
axaovinte editor and loeal, 8o that there
may still be opportunity, for those so i
clined, o exercise heir politieal tnlent
in engineering the elections and  (heir
fuvorite cnndidntes, The experienee
one gains in college politios is alten of ne
el vialue nfterwards, and many  prom-
inent politicians began thely suecessiul

l leadership of men while yot in their el

These student days wre in-
crensid inovadue Aty pereent by an active
participating in all college matters and
other things being equnl, those studonts
winke the finest men and women and the
best workers who in schiool days were
known as netive, bright workers, leaders
in every eallege enterprise,

lege conrse,

A wise college president in gpeaking of
premums says; I would extend the biene
fit ol this incentive 1o every branch ol
knowledge tuught by o college; not only
o the regulur preparatory course, but 1o
every other.  Were this done 1 am per.
sunded that a keen und Gonorable emula.
lution would be excited among all elussos
of students.”  There are few schools in

the conntry in which prizes are not offer.
el in gne way or another.  They are some.
thues given for dechumation, sometimes

for  proficieney In the langunges aod
sometimes alas, for  high stnding in
mathemutics. Our own  University s

something of un exception in never having
hnd o system of rewards by medals o
prizes—theStudent does not Kuow whethier
the faeulty consider thiat preminms are not
bhenficinl or whether they think that a good
stndent has his own sufficient reward in
the benefit derived from w bigh seholbur.
ship—At wll events we are left to do the
hest we ean and i we do satistactory work
nothing is suid nbout ity bat it we fall be-
fow the mark then the dement system Tor.
cibly reminds us of our deficiencies.
There are weignty srguments both pro
and con upoa this vexations guestion of
mednls and prizes —Sometimes i “smacks*
of the infant ¢lnss and yet the austom of
great seientific and philanthropie soeleties
in awarding prizes should, and indeed
does, invest this practice with dignity and
hanor,

" gﬁitar’s Table,

The College Lnder comes with afnew
tinted cover, enlurged nud rejoicing in the
strength  and experience of fouy yeurs.
The students of Kaliaazon college have
been ngitating the question of dividing
the college and prepoaratory students  into
dHfferent societies, Lhut no chnnge has heon
effeated.  The Tuder contains a Litin ver.
slon of Rook ol Ages by Hon. W. E. Glnd-
slone

The Vidette comes this month profusely
illustrated and mkes exception Lo the stato
ment of the Student Life that there ave
only two tlinstrmed college papers in ex
istence, hsell and the Colwmbic Spectator
The Vidette usunl  page
ol the reports of the severnl societies witl
the cabalistic Greeinn names,  These re
potta are a pecaliar leature of the Vidotte
which should be adopted by every paper,

contulns  its

Kven those papers whieh are professedly

mannged by the Titerary soclelies never
live more than an ocensfonnl report of
sociely progrimmes,

One  wonld think the  Wittenberger
Shakespeare mad thiis morth. One of its
Herary articles s Blinkespenre’s Biogra.
phy, the mumber  of  elasdienl
stitdies is 0 comaprison butween Shake
spepre and Sophoeles, A Consilichee oy
Titles is o ol traversity of the titles
ol Shokespeare's play s and College Caesa
s makes guotutions from Julins Caesar,
Perhinps the ghade of Hamlet has wander.
el buek by mistake to his new Witten,
berg to render unguiet thy minds of his
fellow students,

The Ulsdversily Quartérly scems o
posess in the full the sense of its own im.
portance as the Souwstanding member of
the college  frenlty™ as o distinguished
professor reeently denoainated the col-

second

lege paper, undis Hberalin its eriticiams.
We hope it will never meet with sueh a
Gaute as that of the Keko wmd Mevenry orf
CoC0 N YL than it will Be rememberd
wore suppressed aid their editors expelled
for their ree strictures on the proceedings
ol the feuliy, and now the Free Press
Keeps its editorship o profound  seeret
and comes forward with (e mysierions
legend “Published by the editors edited
by the publishors!

The Corneliéan, ML Yernon, coninins
o its Diterary depavment an mtiele on
the Choice of Words which i8 good in the
muln, but contains the thoughtless con-
demnation of the use ol slang that has
become so conumon o hear, It reters 1
Sslung phrases and words eodned in oo
known ways which it isto be hoped po
gentleman nd certninly oo dudy will use,*
Prof, Loushury had an sroele in one ol

the Reviews not lone nego g defense
of slung and  we think everyone will
concur with his views on  the subjeet

He says it s the endiney of laguuge
in the hands of e Terary elass (o be.
come farmal il dead s and it slang
phrases hoaving thelr ovigin o popular
asuge, and belog cotned out of actual ex,
pevienees, by aprocess ol nutural selection
become the feeders ol the Iilu;u) lan-
guage of the penple; so that i1 often hagpe
peus that what is vilgar in one ige s clus-
sie in the next,  He devides the idea thut
Inngunge noeds watehing awd cannol be
trasted 1o the people 4t lnrge,

We have recieved the frst numner of the
Howavd college Dider and Chrondele {rom
Howard eollege, Mo, “Au institution for
the edueation of youny ludies and girls.”
The editorinls are encrgetic and husiness
like butthe wit of the loed! ecolumn s
very “girhsh.,”  Buccess.

Clippings,

The “Agamemnpon” of JEschylus was re.
cently renderzd in the original Greek vy
the stadents ol Balliol College, Oxflord
the vepresentation of this play having
proved so sueeessiul, the students of Flar-
vard will give, some time in the spring
term, the (Edpus Ty cannns,

Over 20000 students were actively con
nected with the German  Umivorsities ag
OF these, 3,008 were at
Burling 8,287 at Leipsie. Michigan Uniy
vesity lins 1307 students; Harvad, 1,850,
the Mohamedan University or
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Egypt, entaiogues 10,000 stubents and 300

professors.
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