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Literary.
THE TRAMP,

I I' is often said that never before, sine
the beginning of history, have
tramps been 8o numerons and so threaten.
ing to the pence and prosperity of society
us ot presenl.  But a cureful examination
will show thut this is an ervor; u thorough
study of history will prove that the unpro.
ductive or tramp class, wis never lesa than
at present. The nnme deceives us; we da
not tike into consideration the fact that
the eluss we now call tramps, was former.
ly known under different numes, and em.
braced many which at first thought, one
would not think of including with the
tramps of today, Some of those that I

shall attempt to prove to belong to the
non-productive ulass are known in history
under titles ol honor and respectability,
But do they deserve the place they oceu.
py? If the work thev have done lor soci-
ety be but cooly estimated, it will be
found that they have been only un encum.
brunce to the onward mureh of sociely.
But toshow that the tramp is no modern
growih, we need only vefer to the "Lnasz
roni” ol ancient Rome. They were per-
haps of the lowest kind, dependent upon

the hounty of the state for their food.  An
element ever rendy 1o be bought and sold,
ever ready to be mude tools ol'by designing
demugogues, They were the suppnrleraf
of Nero in his reign of blood; and tinally
even the tyrunt himsellf, had o mnke his |
nets conform to their will and pleasure,
They had no houses, neither did they pre.
tend o do any work for their own support,
They were ignorant, idle and vicious;
remly for carnage, murder asud blood at
the slightest provoeition, or without any
provocation, The cause of their existence
will be found whout the same us that of the
trumps now. But before at empting to
give any reason for the existence of the
great evil, I wish 10 notice some other
clagses which I will pluce in the same lis
with the tramps though they may have
degencrated so low in livnor and charae-
ter.  Nauy, some of them may even be men
of noble personnl chinracter, and yet ouly
worthy to be elassed with those who hin
der progress,  Fivst among these 1 shall
mention the uncient wrmy. This view
does not necessarlly include all soldiers;
but must lnclude nll those who made w
business of war and travelled from one|
country o suother, ready to sell thelr ser-
vices Lo any prince who hnd w renl or fun
cled grievanee to redress, or who wished
to extend his power, Bowme may say tt
they wre not o be numed in the sume clngs
as the tramp. But have they nod the
sume charneteristics, the same distinctive
influences upon socicty ¥  Neither have
suy high morals, any lofty ideals. Neith.
er do auything o advance the world, or
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themselves  in intel'ectunl or material
prosperity. The one may be more rag.
ged, dirty and debased; bt the other is
more bloody and destructive,  There is
nothing conneeted with the hired soldier
which is in any sense, ennobling or ele
valing. Every atribute, every fenture of
his chnracter is edenlnted to deginde, If
this view be correct (und is it not?) what

are mercenaries but o mighty travelling |

army of trumps ¥ I'he soldier of to.day
stunds upon n different plane. He om,
ploys only n small porticn of his time In
the netive duaties of warg most of his time
is spent in useful labor. Yet even now,
the |- rge standing nrmies of Europe pur-
tnke more or less of the atiributes of the
tramp, Their existence cannot be de.
fended upon auy rensonnble grounds. To
leave this class, and cast our eyes slong
the ages of the pust, we see thousands, yes
perhaps willions of men, many of them
noble in some senses of the word, yet all
having the one great stamp which marks
the tramp, the stamp of idleness, nnd non.
productiveness. Europe during some of
these years hus fairly teemed with this
class  which may well be considered
with the tramp of to.day. 1 refer to the
monks, withdrawn from the world, erowd-
ed in'o monasieries, doing almost nothing
for themselves und even less for humanity,
where can you place them, if not with the
tramp class ¥ What name will you give
them iF not the name of tramp.  This
statement must not be understood (o in-
clude all monks, for there are those among
them who left nothing undone to relieve
the suftering, and distresses of humnnity
But many go muny did not,  Oh, il they
had only turned their whole mind and
strength 1o the upbullding of society, in
education, in  wenlth, in morals, how
much further ndvanced in all these e
spects might we not be at the present?
These are some of the most prominent
classes that belong to the tramp element,
not all by sny menes, but enough to show
that we ure advancing, to prove that our
civilization, though cursed with much thuat
is bad, with « large element that does
nothing whatever to aid in the progress of
mankind, is firmer, and is bullt upon u
surer busis than any that has procecded
it.  Bat let us consider briefly the causes
thint lead to the production of the trump.
fwo causes, it seems W me will aecount
for all the elnsses I have mentionvd ox.
cept one.  That one, the monk class arose
from un whuormal condition of religious
ociety during the dark sges: uod ourelv-
wiry 3 but the light s breakiong and inone
or two generations more, these men  will
conse Lo withdraw themselves
warld, They will stuy with it and help
flignt the battles which humanity demunds
ut our hands,  With thi= one exception,
it will be found that two great causes con:
tinuslly operate o produce the tramp-
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The first is the personal habits of the indi-
viddual muan,  The votaries of idlness will
soon find themselyves carried along in the
sluggish strenm leading to & wandering
| homeless life, to poverty and death, o
death without a compunion or a friend.
Dissutisfaetion with present circumstan.
ces, an uncontrolled desire for change,
alonging nfer fame and wealth without
making the required exertion, are ele-
ments of charucter which lead one direct-
ly, and unless curbed, into the ranks of the
trump.  The social evils, intemperance
with all i1s destruciive powers help sweil
the tids that is now bearing so threatening
Iy upon our shores. But the sccond and
the greatest cause which nourishes the
tramp is one of society, and of nations,
An evil that is more common and more
widespread in its effects than any other,
War, even the most just is demoralizing
und degrading. The evils resulting from
itrench out in all directions, embrance
all employments and all classes. Now
solme one muy say, true, war is a terrible
misfortune to befull w nation wnd a peo.
ple; but is it not a mere fancy that it tends
o the production of wamps?  No, for
does not uhnost every efteet flowing from
ity tend 1o their production ¥ Ag we have
seen wn nrmy isell purtukes somewhat of
the clements which make the tramp,  But
to sum up rapidly, we find that war breaks
up ull settled habits of 1ife; wkes men
from their ordinury employients; intro.
duces o desire for speculation ; brings
great wealth into the hands ol 1 few, and
thus has u tendency W produce o tramp
cluss.  During ity continununce fortunes
are easily mude, hence at s close, when
life hns settled into its normnl condition,
men ave unwilling to work without war
profits,  They form a habit of wandering
from pluce o place with the object of
getting work; such a life is only a pre.
lude w the Tile of w tramp. A heavy debt
iy contrneted; hence taxes weigh burden.
somely upon ull elusses; buy as the poor
feel it most they become restless aud dis.
sulisfled, and uttempt by continunl change
te better their condition, The currency
becomes debused; und here aguin  the
poor have to suffer most, since they can.
not tuke ndvantage of circumstunces like
the rich, Thus every thing connected
with wat tends o the concentration of
wedlth in the hunds of o few, licnce to the
production of twe ¢lusses the rich and
the poor tollowed homedintely by the
trump. Ao dndirect proot tiat the tramp
i the oulgrowth of war is this; the tramp
was not found in this country before the
war, What other cuuse can be assigned
for his sudden appearance,  If it is true
thut the war was the divect cnuse of them
in this country, why will not the same
enuse nccount for thelr existence in EKu.
rope, both past nnd present? To con.
clude, if we find the tramp In the arm,
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