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Among his first articles were those con
tributed 1o Brewster's Endinburgh Ency.
clopedia. A few years, afler he com.
menced his Lifeof Schiller; which work
algo met with much favor. Beveral years
after appeared his Sartor Resartus,
which is generally acknowledged to be
his ablest work.

Perhaps we cannot give a better idea of
Mr, Carlyle's manner of life, than by quot.
ing the following extract from his letters
to Goelhe, the great German bard :

*Two ponies which carry ne overywhere, and
the mountain air. are the best medicines for weak
netves, This dally exercise, to which 1 am much
devoted, s my only dissipation; for this nook of
ours (Cralgenpuitoch) Is the lonliest in Britaln,—
glx milee removed from everyone who In any
case might visit me*

Mr Carlyle opens his History with a
discussion of the character of Loms XV,
and, unlike most historical writers, in.
stend ol begining with the causes that
produced a certain cffect, and gradually
unfolding their progress; or of giviuga
conneceted series of facts, he 1akes up
some of the characters or principles that
led to the results, discusses thieir nature,
shows what part they bore in influencing
and shaping what was o follow; so that
it can hardly be called a history accord.
ing to the common acceptation of the
word; bul rather a collection of observa.
tiong und speculations, or moralizations
upon the various themes which bear close.
ly upon the subject. In this respect Mr,
Carlyle is thoroughly original, differing
widely, in his method of treatment, from
all other writers of his age; the most
prominent among whom are, Macaulay,
Motley, Froude, and Bancroft of this
country ; most of these being easy, enter.
taining writers, while Curlyle 15 just the
opposite; his writings being very difficult
to read with any degree of ease and rapid.
ity. Each semence bas 1o be earefully
apalyzed, io order to bring out the mean.
ing; and sowetimes even then it is almost
impossible to determine the thought.

One mault with Mr. Carlyle is his con.
stant employmeal of words of Lis own

coining; sometimes implying consider.
able knowledge of philology on the part
of the reader to understand. As examples
of some we give the following: “eleuther.
omaniac¢,” “simulucrum,” “unveracity,"
“philosophedom ;" in some the meaning
is evident from the parts of which the
word is composed; in others, it is not.

To the ordinary mind he scems to have
lost wli idea of perspicuity, or of making
himself intelligible to his reader; but
rather to have wriiten for his own gratifi.
cation than to benefit his fellowmen. As
to the value and importance of this book
and Carlyle’s works in general, perhlpt
we cannot better express our ideas than
in the words of & writer in the London
Quarterly Review for 1840 :

“Mr Carlyle—an astute and trenchant critie
might, with show of justice, remark—assumes to
be the reformer, and castigator of his age—a re-
former in philosophy, In politics, and in religion,
denouncing its mechanical meibod of thinking,
deploring 1ts utter want of faith, and thmunlng
political society, vbstinately deaf to the volee of
wisdom, with the retributive horrors of repested
revolution, ud yet neither in philosophy, in re-
ligion, nor in politics has Mr. Carlyle any distinet
dogma, creed, or constitution to promuigate, He
Is anything but & man of practical aulilty, Set-
ting aeide his mtyle for the present, let us see
whether he has ever in the course of his life
thrown out s single hiut which could be useful 1o
his own generation, or profitable to those wi
may come after. If he could originate any such
hint, he doos not possess the power of embodylog
it In distinet language. He has written a history
of the French Revolution, s pamphlet on Char-
tism, & work on Heroes and Hero-worship, and
a sort of political trestlse entitled, “Past and
Present.™ Cunany living man point to asingle
practical passage, v any of these volumes? If
not, what is the real value of Mr. Carlyle's writ-
ings! What is Mr. Cariyle, himself. but & phan-
tasm of the spucies he is pleased to denounce.”™
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