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less we do g0 we nre critieally informed
that we are aceumulating no knowledge,
but gratifying ourselves with the sensation
ol mdventure and novelty of plot  Sueh
wdvice ix hardly applicable to any ¢lnss of
hmanity.  Seott, convineed by his own
experience, supports us in this view, and
Dr, Johnson adyvoentes the same, In coi
lege as well as in the commercinl world,
guestions arise that demand our immedi-
ate attention.  These questions originate
inevery experience.  What liberty, what
time has one 1o examine these questions
il he be bound to a rigid eonrse of read-
ing? Under sueh circumstances, roading
must beeome tedions and monotonous |
and its object lost from view., Thus its
value beecomes limited; for as Bulwer lias
well said, “Reading without s purpose is
mere sauntering.  We are inclined to
think that he, who can ignore those inter-
esting problems that exist in every de.
purtment of learning, can have little pur.
pose in eramming the eraninm with »
conrse of reading both antiguated and im.
practicable,

But students, beginning to inguire
aside from the texthook, nre heard toask ;
“How shall T read " To such a guestion
we reply accept no rule but that of Pliney,
“Rend mueck rather than many things.*
Beyond this consult your own inclination.
If you nre interested in an epoch of his.
tory, rend history. If ¢harmed with the
romance of the novel, read fiction, and if
interested in the schools of philosophy,
read philosophical writings,  Bot in all
this, ignore not the precept of Pliney.
Thoroughness und thoughtfulness is the
iden, “Master your reading and vou mas
ter voursell,” was the advice ot Webster
The reading of many things then, has
fuiled to become n guranty of eritical
knowledge, Mrs, Martinean is said to

nave frequently read only a page in an
hour, Conte read few books. Large li.
braries should not deceive, The ibrary
of Thomus Carlyle was characterized for
ita fewness of books.  None sparkled with
shining covers, “They were worn aud bal.
tered.’

Differing vs humanity docs in 1ts intel.
lectual endowmaents, to dietate rules for
reading, then, appears an absurdity on its
very fuce.  And in no respeet do we real.
ize the words of Bacon to be more fitting,
than when he says, “That every defect of
the mind may have a special receipt,™  If
this be true, it remuing far better for sach
individual to lenrn his defect and supp'y
the deficiency.

Considerable comment ins been  mde
by stidents upon the failure ol the Lee.
tare Associntion in thus e securing a
course of lectures for the approsching
senson, It is but just, however, to siale
that for this sluggish aetion on the part of
the bosed of officers, there exists & suffie.
ient exense,  For under n constitution
that so explicitly says “that the duties of
ench officer shall be sueh as pertain to
his respective offiee,” there has been
tound some diffleulty in determining the
provinee of executive authority,  Hence,
a5 usual, the respousibility has  been
shifted from one to another and  the
work negleeted,

Amendments are now pending the ne
tion of the Association by which the dut.
ies and prevogatives of the respective ofli
ces ure defined ; and by whieh the fands
of the Associntion, if there be any. shall
be equully divided between the two liter,
ary societies, Heretofore no purpose has
beon designated o which the lnds of the
Association should be devoted. Bt
Judging from the demand for money from
ench society, we muay naturally expect
that every means 1o raise cash will be
eagerly supported by the combined efforts
of the sociaties; and every mensure that
may tend to add efficiency 1o the work.
ings of the Association will be appreciated
by every student.

In the September number of the Sru
DENT, asuggostion wis offered having for
its object the organization of 4 State In.
rie-Collegiate Oratorical Associution. Al
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