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cism produces inquiry: inguiry leads to | power to enforee her principles, On the
knowledge; and knowledge produces civ- | conteary in England we flnd that no s¢ience

ilization.
Leaving this somewhnt abstract meta
physical arguement, let us turn to history.

and but Tittle Nitersture, worthy the name,
‘nxismcl. until the elergy lost their control
over the Eoglish mind, It would be well

The legends, customs and religion of all [ Tor the advoeates of the Cohurch to re.

savage tribes give mmple proof, that e

complete dominion of the i]lul_s:'itllll‘lull‘

over the intellect, is the universal badge
of barburism.  Again the epie poetry, the

semi-divine charncter of the laws, the |
modified religion of semi-burbarvie tribes

afford indisputable evidence that the
progress of civilization is the result of a
gradunl  encroncliment  of the intelieel
upon the domain hitherto oocupied solely
by the imagination, Thus It has been
shown that eivilization has been retarded
in some countries by the extraordinary
grandeur and magnificence ot the works
ol nature, such as moutaing large rivers,
thunder storins, and cyclones, These be.
ing inexplicable to primitive man, tended
to inerease the dominion of the imaginn.
tion und to intimidate the intelleet. It has
also been shown that sailors who wre
less “masters of their stars” wre more
supera!ilio\is than soldiers whose warfure
is upon the firmer element,

Then, before the Chureh can elaim
have advanced civilization, her advocates
must show that she has lessened the pow.
er of the imagination and has given
broader range 1o the intellect of man,
They must show that she has encouraged
that spirit of scepticisi which is the nee.
cessary foreaunner of inguirvy. IL is, how-
ever, the voast of the Churel that she has
maintained unimpaired the doctrine of
the Fathers, that she has anrelentingly
persecuted all hereties who refused o
reverence that which was ancient.

The history of modern times will, when
fuwirly examined, give still less eredit to
ihe influgnce of religion.  Certainly,
if as ip is claimed, the Church lins not
changed her fundamental doctvines, her
influence  upon  civilization must have
been greatest in those countries and in
tnose periods in which she uud the grontest

member that the revival ol learning, of
which they Bonst, wos due 1o the pagan
Cphilosophy nnd literninee of Grecce and
Rome. In France during the reign of
Honsy, TV, and Louis, XL, while the
power ol the clergy gradually declined,
wee soe Lhie earpest of o nationa! literature
and many considerabie additions to sei.
ence. During that brillunt military and
ccelesinsticnl roign of Louis XLV, the most
Chivistinn King, the clergy were aeen.
throwned, the national intellect encervated,
the imagination  once more ruled su.
preme,  During this much extolled reign
of ity four years, there is o sad retro.
gression in the civilizution of France, a
lasting monument (o the dominion of
religion over the intelleetual elements of
society.  On account ol the religious ele.
ment in Spain, she hias produced but an
inferior Hierntnre and has done almost
nothing for science, In Germany there
ure two distinet classes between which
there is but ittle social and still less in-
tellectunl communion, The one scepti-
cul mnl intellectual, the other religious
aidd agnorant. Nor can Eunglund  and
Ameriea be eited as ilustrious excep tions
1o this general prineiple. Trae, they are
religious, but their veligion is theoretical
vither than practical,  “They lisien ever.
entially todogmntic doetrines andi n 1the
practical atfuirs of life do not hesitate to
distegurd the most fundmnental prinei
ples of their ereod. There is a vast dif.
ference between a people who preaah the
doetrine of “Spocinl providence™ and al
the samoe time offer premivms for im.
provements in the implements ol war, and
the people who would undertake the re.
duetion of w Jericho by blowmg ram.
horng.  The result is it perhaps in no
cotntries is the eurrent of events—the

progress of the mee—so little influenced




