M

tice when they negleet to give them adue
share of attention. With respect to the
declamations, we would make no eriti.
cism on the instructors; all ean spare the
time that those exercises require for their
preparation.  But with essays the case 1s
different.  In eomposition, ax in all other
things, tnstes vary.  Each individual ofl-
en hos o particular yen o this depuart-
ment wherein he exeels; but when o large
clusa have assigned to them a common
subject, it mey prove o some both dif
ficult and incongeninl, The resuits, there.
fore, are not a fair test of the individun
ability of the class,  ITn faet, this disad.
vaninge seems to us conspicions when.
over the toples for essuys are assigned hy
the professor.

PFertile subjects, except to novices o the
art of composition, are not indeed the
most beneficial, but new and unfamiliar
ones do not necessarily lead o the best re.
sults, Topics are  sometimes  ussigned
which require, ln order to be well treated,
the spare reading of wterm,  Several au.
thors have to be read and their opinions
have 1o be eollecied and generalized be
fore the student can by independent think-
ing, fotm his own conclusions. The
student rarely has time for this, and as &
consequence, the essay does not ofien ex.
hibit the originality that it should. Spec.
inl rending on short notice is unlavorable
o original composition, Topics which
draw particularly on the miscellnneons
knowledwe, which ull have neguited o
varions ways, are more likely 1o exhibit
the individunl ability and talent of the
student.

DEPORTMENT,

Conducted us the StupesT i we have
deemed it the best policy 10 remain i
lent in regard to the churges prefereed
against the University.  Whatever we
might suy would only udd fuel ti tie tire,
because of our situntion,  “Though we
have looked on with much nnxiely for
the welfure of vur Alma Mater. vet we
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hoped we would not be drawn into the
lists ns either wdvoeate or opponent.  Nor
should we, hnd not the conduet and mo.
raiity of the students been impeached by
an honorable gentleman of the Omaha
Pross,

We should dislike very much to charge
i man of wilfully slandering the students
as i body,  But when an influentinl eiti.
zen of the state, in the presence of a com.
mitte of the Nebruska Legislature, inti.
mates that students off both sexes Lave
bevn seon, wandering apon the streets of
Lincoln at « late hour of the night, and
conducting  themselves  otherwise than
true ladies and  gentlemun, we believe
such a sentiment, publicly expressed, a
slander, that only a speedy and proper
explanation ean effase,

The students, indeed, are parwmitied to
walk upon the strects ol Lincoln, outside
ol elass hours  Their conduct has not yet
merited  confinement  in a dormitory,
Morveover stidents ure respected througa.
ont the eity. Nor have we ever heard
such a complaint made by a citigen of
Lineoln,  Coming trom such & spontane,
otts fountain of charges, we have little faith
in dts being substantinted by facts.  If
tiis be the case, where then did the report
oviginate*  Who is the reporter?  If this
picee of informalion, together with otlier
chinrges, be untrue and second haoded,
we demand of the tattler 1o confess his guilt,
if e refuses, let him be ostracised (rom
civil society  But on the other hund if
this information is not second handed,
we shindl think it far beneath the dignity
of nn Omahis editor 1o sneak through the
streets of Lineoln o see if he can not find
some student that hss less gentlemanly
qualities than himself,

ECHOOL LEGISLATION.

Within the present century  (\here has
spring ap in Amerioan politics a new ten.
tire oflegislation perisining strictly to the
tacilities tor higher education,  Sutes-

ten, sensible of the welghty responsibility




