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changes are covered by outward conform.
ity.  After material changes have been,
made by legal fiction the civilian says,
“Behold the law still remains nnchanged.*
S0 when sceptical eriticism has forced
the Church to conform to the spirit of the
age, the advocate of creed still cries out
“Badem! Eadem!!"™

It is curions o notice that of synchro.
nous events the cavse is frequently mis
taken for the ctfect, snd the effect for the
cause.  [nno case has this error lead to
more important results than in the con.
sideration of religion and  civihzation,
The usually simultaneons existence of a
purer religion and a higher civilization
has misled many 1o assign the former as
the cause of the Intter. Yet 1 think no
one conversant with the facts can resist
the conclusion that it has been the prog
ress of civilization, the exhaltation of the
natiral above the sapernatural(if T may
use the catachresisithat has purified and
idealized rel'gion. It has been the refin-
ing Influence of advancing civilization
that has taken from religion its gross and
senstous character so revolting in the
ceremanies of early times,

Beepticism is a relative term and in
one uge is applied (o principles which in
the next are received as orthodox. The
most sacred faith of one age froquently
becomes the suliject of ridienle in the
next, The “brillisnt but dangerons in-
fidel" of one generation becomes (he
“henelactor of munkind™ to their ehildren

Thus has scepticism, the uncongnerable
momentum of mankind, pushed forward
our civilization and in wrn our civiliza.
tion bas moulded and purified our relig.
fon’

Of all the gems that brighten the crown
of our godess of liberty, we prize none
higher than the freedom of the press
and the freedom of worship; the former
we owe to the sceptics of England, the
Istter 1o the seepties of Americs. ELeve.
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EHOULD OUKR COLLEGES DISCARD THE MARK
ING SYSTEM Y

I.

We ure sure that every student is more
or less interested in this matter, having
at several times, perhaps, questioned the
soundness and practicability of the sys.
tem. In ouropinion it may well be ques.
tioned in these respects,

It is not only unsound, but impractica.
ble. To substaniinte this, we need but
mention the various methods in use to
settle the exact standing of a student. All.
most every instructor has a plan of his
own., One marks the general success or
fuilure of each recitation ; anuther judges
from the student’s general ability: a
third marks every mistake against the
student, no matter how small & one it is,
and so, in s lurge cluss, the time is pret.
ty well occupied in marking mistakes.

Perhaps the student is perfectly fumil-
iar with his subject, but for the time can_
not recall the phrase or word, and so he
is marked down, and that little mistake is
recorded against him for others to notice,
But another consideration, and that is
this. Instructors have difierent grades.
Some always have their classes graded
from nine o ten on a seale of ten, while
with others itis equaliy complimentary to
the pupil w stund from eight 10 nine, or
even less: so that a student may pass in
a study under one professor with a stan.!-
ing of cight, when under another instruc.
tor the grade might be nine and five.
tenths, although he may actually be do.
ing no belter,

And now. The most faithful stadents
o not always recite the bes'. One with
u glib tongue muy show himself 0 a bet.
ter advaotage than another, even when
the gist of the lesson is not so well une
derstood,  This last poiot is the most im
portant,  How well a stnaent succeeds in
educating himself, how well he knows to
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