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EDITORIALS

VoL, YIn,

If you take exception 1o whal we say
in these columns, or th what om' contrib.
wtors say, then please to hand in o eriti
cism on the matter in question,  No
harm need result but rather mutnal profit,
We  liked the helligerent  disposition
shiown by the Palladinns last term in re.
plying to ench others' essays,  Life and
vigor are thus shown in aliterary society,
and the same is no less tue of a college
Journal.  What say, then, to having a
miscellany in the contributed department
ol the STUDENTY

A STATEMENT AND A THOUGHT,

— ——

One of oue philosophic eitizens asserted,
not many years since, that in considering
the limit o which society may go, wo
must at the ontset discard all ideas of any
radical chuonge in the natute of mun,
since his desiies and pussions are the
sume, on the avernge, as they nlways were,
There are, perhaps, good grounds for
this stutement. Man is indeed capnble
of progress, but only in his intelleotual
nature,  All is enlture has created no
new facnlty, but only developed those
which are the common property of the
pnee.  Considered in his physieal nature,
he does not advance, for the savage may
possess a8 fine a physique us the civilized
mun,  Thoe intellectunl in man, therefore,
is copstantly modified and conditioned
by the physical,

I we asstone as substantially correct
the aforesaid stutement, o thought sug.
gests itsell.  Many persons seem (o think
that progress will continue o ke rapld
strides, amdy perhaps, at an neeelerated
speod.  That this will he the case may
be guestioned, 11 the eivilization of to.
day possesses thronghout the element of
vitnlity, we conld rensounbly prediet
such aresult,  Buot that this condition ex.
ists is by no means obvious.  Our prosent
culture s heen chuwracterized as robust
in the body but weak in the hend, Tt is
yet in ity youth, and is thus nearer the
souree of fnspivation o effort than we

iy oxpeet it o beeome after ages of
conventionnlity,

Experimental  sclence  has  assumed
wonderful proportions, und it has greatly
fnfluenced those branches of our knowl
odge which are based upon  ressoning
wlone; but this has been ehiefly due to the
afd whieh our artificial applianees afford.,
We are told thint no  keener intelleots
lave existed than those who wasted their
powers in scholastic disputation.  The
genernl attainments of o mun, in our day,
become still more superficial as the field
of knowledge is extended,  An adeguate
understanding of a single branch of in.
quiry with its subtile complications, im.
plies the toil ofa lifetime,  What may we
then say ol the attainmoents of the man of
general information?  The practieal
duties of 1ife have always been considered
of prime importance, and this fact will
ever preclude the acquivement of  ex.
tendled informution on the part ol the
average person.  Men will either be gpee-
inlists or they will content themselves
with possessing a practieal stock of gen-
eral knowledge, We may then expeet
the former ¢lass 1o be as limited in the
future s 1t is in the preseut.,

TIHE MILITARY QUESTION,

We are frequently nsked why, as stu-
dents, we do not speak our oplnion in re.
gard o the compulsory military dvill.
All such personal inguirers, we refer to
an artiele that appeared in the Editorial
columns of this magnzine, May, 1878, At
that time, we think we clearly set forth
the opinions of four filths of all the stu-
dents then in conneetion with the Univer.
gity. And now after the elapse of nine
months we believe, judging from the ex
pressed sentiment of the students, that
thete is no materiad change in their an.
tiputhy to coercive military drill,

We still believe that the land grant
does not demand compulsory deill in the
college of Literature, Sclence and Art,

The phrase, * Including military tactics,”
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