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NO. B, RELIGION AGAINST INFIPELITY. 404

Won, is aimed at, While he would ntterly
demolish our religion, he wounld not frame
another. Why should he? The infidel
does not go beyond matter, foree, rnd law,
and to venerate these, he pereeives, would
be degrading, e does not recognize an
intelligent spirital being,  There is then,
no higher intelligence than man; there
are more potent forees, but they are not
combinedd with intelligence. How it is
possible for & man to advocate such views
ns, * Whatever of necessity exists knows
no Creator,” and, “ When nlaw is once in
operation it cannot be controlled,” and
similar ones, is beyond my comprehension,
For we can readily see that necessity is
only relative, certain conditions being
supposed.  Let us illustrate. It would be
unnecessary to surround the globe with
atmosphere, were there no life upon it o
be sustained. Carbon, morcover, wonld
not be a necessary constituent of air,
were it not for the vegetable kingdom.
Now according to this theory, oxygen
and nitrogen have no ereator because they
exist of neeessity, and the existence of
plants and animals only make them in.
dispensable.  Hence, tuking this tenet in
connection with our Inst derived conelu-
gion, we see that the conditions, causing
their necessity, must have had a ereator,
Now if we scknowledge an netive in.
telligence ns the croator of these lnws, we
cannot doubt that he ean alier them at
any time and for any purpese. It would
be absurd to conceive of the framer as
being unable o affect any  alteration,
Whethier this hias ever oceured or not is
another question, and we now come to
consgider the authority to whicl the Seript-
ures are entitled, It iz but fuir o admit
thut they are entitled 1o at least the same
respect and bLelief as any book of like
antiquity. If I have satisfactory evidence
that & certain event tonk place, it is mere
obstinney to rejeel this evidence. And
by satisfactory evidence must he under-
stood the testimony ol a sulficient num.
her of witnesses, competent to diserimi-
nate between truth and falsity, If then

this testimony can be established, any
moral obligation which the nature of it
imposes must be discharged. Now let
us examine the Scriptures in this light.

As o the number of persons alleging
their genuineness and anthentieity, there
is no question ; but were they qualified to
decide in this mattert It is true that at
first the Christian religion propagated it
sell’ especially among the uneducated and
the lowly, But was not all the learming
nnd wisdom of the day confined to the
Phatisecs and to the doctors of the law,
and did they not do their ntmost to sup.
press this crecd? And yet, did it not
spread like fire, subduing nation after na.
tion? Moreover, was not the coming of
Christ heralded ¥ Prophecy, indeed, is a
stumbling bloek to the infidel, especially
as it bears upon Christ and his mission,
Whatever may be the explanation, the
fuct remains that events have been fore.
told, whether by supernatural agency or
not,

I believe that inspiration had its source
lnrgely in the discerning faculty of the
person suppesed to be inspired. But
testimony on this ground, even, is worthy
of ncceptance, Some oceurrences, how.
ever, are recovded which no common
glirewdness could have originated. The
prediction of Christ's coming is one of
these. This prediction was evidently in-
tended (o galn for him the recognition
which he deserved. And when he actual-
ly performed those deeds which had been
foretold; when he healed the sick and
raised the dead, seoffers and doubters were
silenced. He did not work upon the
credulity of the ignorant or the faith of
the simple; but his deeds were performed
in the presence of muny witnesses; his
fame went over the whole land, and many
zealous lovers of the truth, we doubt not,
examined his works.

A few words in regard to the propaga.
gation of his doctrines, His principles,
in imbuing the minds of mankind, had
o overcome many puassions and uch
sell-love. No reward was offered except
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