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ig in the oration the essay and the debate

that we build the palace.

In these societies, nothing is of greater
importance than® just and judicious eriti.
cism. To a great extent the efficiency of
socicly work depends upon the ability,
taet, and abovelall thejenergy of the eritie,

To these emportant officers we wonld
muke a few suggestions Nay, do not
bid us farewell and leave. We are aware
that advice is cheap and no art so diffienlt
as to make it agreeable. There are, how.
ever, a few general principles which
should form a part of the unwritten con.
stitution of every literary society, First
of all, societies should choose wisely in
filling this office, The critic need not
shine in debate or on the rostrum but he
ghould have a thorough knowledge of our
language and be well versed in our litera.
ture. It is not enough that he point out
the faults and eorreet the errors-that he
should tear down what othersa® huild up-
but he should be able to suggest some
method of improvement, some plan of
prngr»s&

Too often is the eritic’s report in the av.
ernge society the driest part of the pro-
gramme, and the most deserving of severe
criticism. Have you not sometimes felt
the need of all your reserve piety, when
some fine produetion was marred and dis-
torted by some bungling eritic® Let him
then point out the errors in pronunciation,
use of words, ete.; but this ean be done
without humiliating the performers. The
most effective eriticism 1s not always the
most severe. While he points out the
faults to be avoided, let him not forget the
excellencies to be imitated.

But when all this is done, much still re-
muing, Every meeting should be made
the occasion of a systematic critigue on
some class of performancesfor some par-
ticuliar element of society work., Let one
or more evenings he devoted to ench of
stich topics us, the writing or delivery of
orations, the writing or reading of essays,
the conduct of debate, the prineiples of at-
titude, and so on, indefinitely, Let these
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eritigues be well prepared, and there is no
reason why the critie’s report may not be
the most instructive, as well ns the most
interesting puart of the programme,
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Two years ago s manin for spelling
swept over the lard like an epidemie.
Perhaps its greatest benefit was in expos.
ing the latent ignorance on this fundamen.
tal element of edueation. There is but
little doubt that the vesult would be even
more surprising il & mania on pronuncia-
tion should follow. While correct spel.
ling is of great importance, we deem cor.
rect pronunciation as even more desirable.
Spelling is usually done where we have
the time and opportunity to verify our
work, but in pronunciation the first im
pulse finishes it; nesedt vor missa reverte.
Spelling is nsunlly done in private and at
leisure, but pronunciation before the fas.
tidious publie, and with no time to cor*
rect, THabits of pronunciation always fol.
low you. They are present al the table,
in the parlor, in the office, and in society
ns well as on the stage.

The habit of correet pronyimeiation i3
the index of an accurate mind,  As an ac.
complishment it may rank with music,
and as a recommendation for scholarship
it goes far beyond u college diploma.
How our confidence in an instructor in
the sciences or the lnnguages, where the
greatest accuracy is required, lessens when
we find him innccurate in his vernacular,
How often the beautiful thoughts of the
orator are marred and impeded by some
gross error in pronunciation. Nay, how
often 18 the divine truth sent forth on its
sacred mission, halt and maimed by blun
ders that a little care would avoid,

It may be urged thal thoughtiis more
important than language. But language
is the vehicle of thought, and anything
that mars the language must impede the
thought, Thought and language are so
inseparably connected that they must snf-
fer mutually.

If, then, correet pronunciation is so de.
sirable, how shall it be attained? Thnt
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