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dneere in tendering our thanks for the
konorable Gavor which you have bestowed
And to all the stadents of the
[oiversity, and to whomsoever else may
be interested in the wellfare of the St
pesT, we will say, aid ws by vour sub

R =

eriptions, contribution andd good words
of cheer, in making our magazine worthy
of the praise of all who are interested in
e eanse of edueation in the Siate,

Somte people seem to think that 1o be
e to criticise every body and everything
fsone of the peenliar rights of the Ameri
e Nomatter whether or not they un
derstand] sufficiently well what they would
eriticise, to make any criticism from them
m place. They live in a free country,
shere freedom of speech and freedom of
the press are much landed prerogotives,
wal have they not a right to express their
pinions at all times, and in all places®
They feel themselves free o eriticise,
whiether the person upon whow their erit
e falls be lllii'llﬁll!lh"r‘ Ilri|-~1 or Iun[i
fician . or whether that which meels their
omdemnation or approvial be a scientific
Weory, aspecch, ora word.  We oflen car-
i this thing quite too far. We have no

rieht 1 thos-

veriticise what we do pot
wghly understand ourselves, or what we
ave ol given considerable thought and
wiention.  The old saying of cantion that
we shioukld find fanlt with pothing done
it we cannotdo as well ourselves, is, per-
wps, astrict rule to live up 1o, neverthe.
iss it wonld be better Ly far to be even
s <iviet, than to go oo mach 1o the
tther o xtreme.

We hiave known members of our litera-
W societies (o eriticise after this manner :
Thnt oration was 100 long. 1t wasa bore
6 the audience, and « disgrace to the So-
fiely What is the result of such erilic

Not good, eettainly, for a criticism
in this spirit only wounds, il it do
hal gy

Sin
Higule

Ay anger the one upon whom it is
uade,  And then such hasty illtempercd
Hilicicms are oo often upjust, and un-

dharitible, Phe produetion, or perform

Evrroriang.

231
not
e
balanee, wnd fopnd wanting, ' bhut is judse

mnee, or whatever it may liave heen, is
by the eritie carefully “weighed in

ed according 1o Lis momentary foelings o
caprice Another person, hearing  the
sme thing, nud cyually capable of judg.
ing of ilswerits, micht with far more
fuirness, pronounce it exeellent

The lesson that we wishto bring out i<
Just this: we make
until we Liave taken

thonght apon the wmatter, amd then we

should never BYa L

eriticisms second
should do o churitably anid conscientions.
Iyv. This rule is a general one, and will
appdy o all times amd places, but we have
inoind now not so mueh its general ap.
plication, as its special limitation o men.
hers of our literary societies. Ofien ver)
severe, and sometimes unjust eriticisms
are made, especially by the older mem.
bers of the societies, upon those who are
younger and less experienced in thie work
M my of these criticisms, which too often
are mere <areasms, were they made in o
charitable and confidential sort of wa)
e bl made as ey

miceht be of great val

usially are, they wo md the leeling~,
and the result is, generally, injury o U
O pon w Jiom Illl'} wre uindde,

Tlie eriticisms made by the papers ijua
the pubilic exereises which live rom tng
10 time been given by the students of
U niversity, such, for instanece, as the Soc
elv exhibitions and commencement exe
cises which come annually with the Jasi
duys of the college year, have been for the
st pard just uod impartial The wiit
eprs of these eriticisms certainly can have
{excepting now and then, perlups, inease
of there being a favorite upon the class,)
1o reasons for lauding this, or condemn.
ine that perdformance, only us fmpartial
merit would seem w deprand, - Butthough
(g eriticisms are in gencral jost, and
thotigh the
speaking, can have no partinl motives for
making them otherwise than fuir for all

and

writers of them, generally

4111 a eriticism will now then

made upon a performance al these gener
al exercises which is unfair, aud which




