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Worsr AN Wan, Wonrse THAN PESTILENCE,

sounds of costly vehicles or rustling silks
were heard there, No inhiunanity decked
witlh wealth and learning,  Mrs. Ablhott
now began to think the worlidl cold and
heartless,  While sitting  here  torlorn,
these thoughts werg modifisd by being
approached by n person with & counte.
nince beaming with benevolence. This
person was no other than an Irish washers
woman, poor bhut respeetable,

“And pray, Mrs. Abbott, what is the
matter now,” suld Mrs, MeGlen, with
mnssive arms like Grecinn columns, and
hands folded in compassion,

*The eruel world has forssken me in
my trouble,” said Mrs. Abbott,

“Al, well! T don't know as I be a
world, but endade T will not forsake ye.
IT I were a world, I'd soon 1ift ye out of
this trouble: ye'd not be sitting here in
the road, Butw cup ot tay will do ye
more good than all this blarney. Come
right along. Isaw ye before I started ov.
er yere, and I put the kittle on to bile”

Taking Mrs. Abbott by the arm, this
broad hearted woman led her to the
house,

» * * * *

Mrs. Abbott, after being refreshed, re
prired 1o her home,

She could see the bright lghts gleam.
ing from the mansion of Squire Hoskon
on the hill, snd hear the merry voices of
the party gathering there  As Mrs, Al
bott entered the honse, nothing bnt desth.
ly stillness and darkness reigned.  The
two children had fallen asleep. Where is
Mr, Abbott? If the veader would strike
light he would discover s senseless and
hielpless being sprawled upon the Hoor,

CHAPTER X.

“Why do you let such nnisances like
Mrs. Abbott into my sanctuary ¥ said
Mr. Heartless to his wife, just after Mrs,
Abbott had lefg his threshold. “Am I, an
honorable eitizen of Straighterook, to be
insulted in my own house by the wife of
n broken.dowe merchant? T will see the
gates of —— open on me first."  Here

Mr. Heartless stepped to the bay window,

After gazing for w short thine out upon the
lawn, he continued, * But T know where |
can find revenge. Squire Hoskon holds
o mortgnge on Mrs. Abbott’s pinno and

on their residence in Tennessee, |
will see him tomorrow and try and
buy up hoth the mortgages, Squire

Hoskon has been very ensy with them, for
they might have been foreclosed over s
year ago,  But let me get hold ol then,
and L will show the Abbotts whether Lam
i respectable citizen or nor”

* But I guess Mos, Abbott has been to
the Squire with her erocodile tears,” said
Mrs, Heartless.  * For Mrs. Hoskon told
ne yesterday that Mr. Sparks offered to
redeem the piano for Mrs. Abbowt it the
Squire would benr one fourth of the
amount,  Mrs, Abbott plended so hard
that he about determined to agree 1o it,

“ Money wiil change his mind very
quick,” replicd Mr. Heartless,  Let me
offer him twice or three times as much as
they are worth, und then sce how sudden
he will tune up.  After L get them in my
hands ghe needn't come o me with her
crocodile tewrs.”

After strutting about the room for some
time his earrnige drove up to the door,
and the family were soon in the ndst of
womerry party st Squire Hoskon's,  Thu
night Mr. Heartless made arrangements
to get hold of the securities, In the
cotirse of a few days he had forcelosed
the mortgage on the piano.

This wstrmment was the last of their
ornagmental farniture, 1t had been grea:
comtort 1o Mrs, Abbott in whiling away
the lonely and sorrowful hours. It hisd
also been the means of widing the family,
Mrs. Abbott, by renting the instrument
and  giving fostruction was enabled to
procure wuny comforts for the family that
they would otherwise have been destitute
ol As Mr. Spurks was the only Iriend
that remauined constant, he volunteered to
bid for the instrument with his own mon.
cy. He hud obtained the principulship in
the town of Straightcrook, but his salary

was small,  On the day of the sale, Mrs,
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