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varied forms? It is clearly evident lie |
conld not, and it is due to the mnmount ol
real life that he threw into his writings
that gives them at the present day their
preeminence.

Again, it was by observing the effect of
the foree exerted by the boiling water in
his aunl's ten Kettle, that the boy Watt
gave (o the world that greatest of motor
powers, steam, and we have bat 1o look
whout us to see the grand results. The
slow moving *“ Prairie Schooner ™ has giv.
en wiy o the swift “Iron Horse” the
wneertain sailing vessel, driven back and
forth by contrary winds, to the mighty
acenn steamer, which moves majestically
through the storm in proud contempt of
both wind and wave. But aside from
these grand and beneficial results which
all are the eommon reeipients of) there
are many of 4 more personal nature.  For
example, if we listen to a lecture or dis-
cussion, we shonld observe smong other
things, the assertions made, the strength
or weikness of the argnments bhrought to
bear in their defence, the style of deliv-
ery and above all the effect produced on
the hearers, for, it is in the ability to play
upon the feelings of his auditors that the
shongth of the orator lies. How often
have our minds been wearied and our pa-
tience exhnusted by a lengthy narration
of the sights and scenes of other lands by
an imperfect ahserver, while on the other
hane we have listened with breathless in-
terest to one who has noticed whalever
onme within the range of his vision with
un acntencss that at once attraets and in-
structs us.  Thas it is if we would be con.
tinuadly storing up knowledge ns we pass
through life we must be sccurate observe
ers. Burw,
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«In presenting to you a character who
has playad so prominent & part in the
world's droma, we shall need to show
under what peculinr circumstances he en-

tered.  From the downfall of the Roman

empire there hiad been nothing in Burope
in a settled condition

The whole continent with the adjoining
islands had been in continual struggle
and commotion on account of the Cru.
sades and Religions Revolution,  This
was the condition of affairs when Eng
land and all the other groat nations of
Europe were horn,

All these changes and experiences had
given the people larger views, and they
were no longer willing to submit to their
king, or the Pope at Rome.  The people
at that time felt the need of political and
religions liberty, but absolute power Leld
them in check. The political and re.
ligious forces seemed 1o join and work
against monarchy. There were o great
many other parties which were trying to
guin the ascendeney and get at the head
of the government. It was ander these
circumstances when England was vaseil-
lating from one side to the other, first »
monarehy, then in favor of republicanism,
then on the side of the church, that Crom.
well nppeared in England and began the
greal career that lay belove him,

Oliver Cromwell was born April 25th,
1509,  Iis fther was a man of some in-
fluence, although not & man of wmuch
wealth,  IHis mother was & woman ol
more intelligence and religious zeal.
That love of truth and right which so
characterized the crowning years of Crom.
well's 1ife must have been fnherited from
his mother.

A striking illustration of her devotion
and love for humanity is given in her last
words to her son.  She said on her death
bed: “The Lord eause his fuce to shine
upon you and comfort you in all your
adversities, and enable you to do great
things for the glory of your most High
God, and 1o be arelief unto His people.”

Of the early life of Cromwell we shall
say but little. He attended the Essex col.
lege at Cambridge for some time, but be-
ing called away by the death of his father,
Le never returned, However, it is said
that hie acquired such a knowledge of the




