TS Sl ey W e R ST

SEARCHING FOR A SCHOOL.

1 wae wld that I had better not take the
sehool in onr own digirict, since 1 had
lately attended the selionl and was too fi.
milinr to the little fellows. So the nexi
day T got a leave of abseence from the
hay field, attached a paper collar to my
colored shict, brashed my granger attire,
wilked briskly o the house of the diree-
tor of an adjoming school distriet, build:
ing, mennwhile, many & pleasing air cas.
tle. Tne director was not at home and
Lis wile came to the dowr,

“Is Mr. A, at howe # Linguired.

“No,” was the encouraging answer,

“Well, conld you tell me if the Winter
schiool here is engaged ¥ [ next inguired.

“Yos, it's engaged,  You see,” she pro:
ceeded to explain, as my countenance be.
gan to lengthen, “our teacher this Sum.
mer was taken sick and had 1o Teave, and
they promised her the school this Win
ter.

She also expressed the comforting opin
ion that T would be able to find a schonl
somewhere else. T then went home, alier
having received this check oty ardor,
and reported my suceess, or, rather, want
ol sucecess,

CPooli!™ was uncles remark, “that's
nothing,  There are plenty of other
schools near by. If [ were you, I wouldn't
hiave the one you went to,  Go o for the
best pay you can get, my boy. "

Mustering up something like my for-
mer cournge, I sallled forth the next day
but with similar result,  All the schools
situnated within an hour's walk from home
I found to be engaged, usually by some
direct sufferer from tne grasshopper raid,

I was then compelied to try my fortune
in more distant regions. Uncle Hezekinh
my steadfast friend in my emergency, vol.
unteered o go with me to the Hard.to-
Suit and Mud Creek districts, the journey
comprising & drive of about twelve miles,

We visited the former distriet first, but
upon reaching the house of the supposad
director, fotnd, to our vexation, that he
had resigned and that his successor lived
twe miles beyond him. We went there

—_—

and learned that he was then threshing
grain a mile and a half beyond. To add
to our fnereasing vexation, the aspect of
the clouds betokened an  approsching
storm.  Nevertheless, we decided, since
we had come thus far; 1o find him iff pog
sible,

We found him, «  the place designated,
ns the threshing gang were about to finish
their work.  The director was * feeding
the machine, but a substitnte was proviided
ntmy reguest, and T ealled him aside

I first meckly inguired if his distriet
would have school that Winter,

“Yes, they are going to have a school
in the deestriet, he replied.

I feared from liis manner that e wished
that I were with Pharoul's host in the
Red Sea, but I inquired as to my chances
of getting the school,

SWell,” he replied, *if you want the
schionl you had better sce the other mem-
bers of the bourd. [ don’t allow to hinve
mueh to do with the matter mysell. One
of them lives about a mile aud a half
from here in the very first house beyond
the grove yonder.  You sec ity don't you.”

As he spoke, he indieated a grove inan
easterly direction,

I nodded.

“The other one,™ he continued, * lives a
little farther off, over there," pointing to
the West,—“ you want to go right West
on this road until you get to the section
corner, then south half a mile, then West
again, He lives on the further end of
liis homestead.”

Feelings of dismay came upon me as I
listened to his directions, looked upon
the dumplooking ¢louds, and then con.
sidered that it was now nearly noon. The
fact that T eowld call npon these worthies
on another day disposed of the least ob-
stacle, but at this juneture Yie turned with:
an expression of Impatience toward the
machine, and I knew that if T would see
him again T would have to meet him at the
house,

We drove thither and got well drenched
in doing so. At noon I button-hioled the




