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24 : CONVERSATION.

accordingly. In order to become a pro-
ficient converser, one must know the nee
essary qualifications. In the first place,
one mnst have a full wind, but he need
not he necessarily learned,  Many a man
has dreamed his life ont over his desk
and hias his mind so smothered with nse-
less learning that e can no more use it
for any practieal porpose than David
conld walk, when sheathed in Sanl’s arm.
or. The Dutchess of Gordon expressed
her admiration of Barn's conversation by
saying: “Thut it completely took her off
her feet.”  Yet Borns, thongh well ace
quainted with books, was not o Jearned
man, Some have luxuriant erectiveness
of mind, so that thonglt nrd images arise
in itus nurally as flowers spring from
the gronml,  There, of course, are the
most brillinnt and gifted wikers.  Others,
100, can +Mord an enterinimnent as grati.
fying, thongh not as stimulating, from the
nequired treasures gained by extensive
and well direeted veading. or by long and
sharp observation of men and manners,
Avother essentinl requisite for a good
tnlker is a delicate tnet in discovering the
tastes and habits of thought in others, and
the power of adapting his conversation 1o
them,  There is no wan of an average un
derstanding, who has not something to
sy on one or more subjects,  Every man
shonld bhe able to talk on many subjects.
Let it not be imugined thint we shall lose
in force what we gain in variety, and that
by striving to K well on many subjeets,
we give up the power of talking supenla.
tively well on any one. This isa facul
v as rare a8 it is benutiful and it confers
upon its possessor an almost unlimited
power in social intercourse, for, he is by
far the most agreeable man who can moke
others agrecable,  To be a good talker,
one must be a good listener, 1 one indi-
vidual does all the talking, it ceases to be
a conversation.  There should be no mo.
nopotists, No one ought to do all the
talking or all the listening.

There is an unboughit grace, & natural
chisum in conversation, whick wins our

confidence, and opens a way toour hearts
To be in the presence-of a cultivated and
accomplisncd man, who tasks his facul-
ties to entertnin us, scems like the enjoy-
ment of the giflsof fwiries.  The tongue is
a mighty instrament for good or evil, and,
in saying this, [ leave ot of the guestion
the power of an cloguent pablic orator,
aml speak of its eflects mercly in col
loguial intereourse.  The young and bhean-
titul will cluster ronnd an eloguent wlker
while Apollo himself, if he be silent, will
Le left 1o ndmire hisown face in the glass,
It was in conversation that Socrales ut
tered those discourses apon the nature of
Beanty and Truth,  Burke put forth all
the treasures of his magnificent wind in
conversation It was said of him that you
conld not stopy with him for five minutes
without gomg away with the impression
that lie was a greal man.

Jefferson says of Frankling that no one
could be in his presence, for however short
A time, without learning somethine vilus.
ble. We are much too apt to neglect 1he
means by which we are gifted for the pur
pose of communicating the vesults of our
stidies o other minds.  In this wide
waorkd of action, no one man can konow it
all or the Uinasandth part, and, as cach
individonl makes investizations in a par.
tienlar direetion, he should make a repont
of his researeh, and thas benefit mankind,
Let us notice the comparative intluence of
willing ana conversution,  Wihile the
power of conversation 18 great, the pen is
still greater in this, that the writer conden-
ses several streams of thought into one
decp channel, while the eonverser follows
the leading current of his thoughts, [
sce no reason why an individual may not
charm us with his tongue as well as his
pen.  Many intelleciual men when in
their closets are rulers of the world of
mind and very common individuals when
in society.  Conversation is bul the utter-
ance of thoughts, and, to suceeed in ity it
I8 only necessary that we bave manuer,
skill and confidence, which any man way
ucquire if by will link determination 10




