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Here, durlng his intervals of work; he
thought much on the ealiity which had
betullen him, and gradually planned a
course of action,

He left hvis employer in September, hav-
ing received Wis pay, and then enteved !
upon the prasecution of his scheme, He !
first revisited Meredith, and when he
Lieard of Mr, Bennet and his mysterious
mission there, his departure with John |
Kelley, and the assault upon  them, new
hight was imparted, for it was not at first l
that ke regarded the conduet of John Kel. |
ly us sugpicious, of whom he had Known 1
but linde.  He at onee began w follow the |
supposed elue. e was unable fto find |
out where Mr Beanet lived, but he dis- |
covered the tact that his consin had for.
merly frequented Boston and B8 vieinity.
Thither he went and Kelley's ;m'.vinunl
life received &  thorough investigation
from his hands. The very uni‘ummlulc-
charascter given it strengthened stephen’ s |
suspicions of him. |

He now proceeded to find out more than
he hiad vt known coneerning his futher’
carly life. Thiz was not go easy innsmuch |
as neither his futher nor mother had said |
much to him about it. He soon lae-|
thought himself. however, that his futher
had onee lived in Salem, and lad been in
the employ of an old and well known man
engnged in commercial aflairs. He knew
moreover, that he had been a stondfast |
triend and helper of kis father. To con.
sult him was accordingly the next step in
kis programme.

From him he learned so much as to
leave no doubt in his mind that his father
wis the wayward son of the mysterious
old man that had visited Moredith the
Spring before, and had taken Daniel
Jolinson under his charge.

When this problem was solved, he was
not =low to suspeet his cousin of plotting
a scheme W remove bis brother and him-
self’ from bis path, and inherit the whole
propetty of his grandfather.

Bul, althorth he did not yet feel pre-

paved to face nis grandfather, alone and

nnsupported as he was, he determined o
visit Cherryville in an assumed character
andd still Farther Investigate the matier,

A few hioars after his arcival in Cherry.
ville, he saw Mr. Bennet and John riding
into the village and recognised the latter.
Upon inquiry, he necertained 8o much

'nlmm them as to still farther strengtlien

his suspicions,

While he was yel standing upon the
sidewnlk, hesitating as o the course
wlich would be best for him to pursue, a
letter was suddenly shipped into his pock-
| el by a person approaching lm from be.
hind, who as qulckl\. disappeared.

Stephien retired 1o a seelnded place to
rend  the missive, which had no signa
tire and ran as follows:

To Mr. Stephion Bennet:—

1T you wonld be aequatnted with a plece of
villalny that directly concerns von and sonr
| brother. aud if both of you would bo set to rights,
mect me at the Post Office this evoning at six
joclock.  You will recognize me by my bllck fur
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CHAPTER VL
DECEIV ED.

Mr. Bennet's assailant had borne him
fo the earth and had raised s club, when
the neweomer apponced upon the scene of
the disturbance.  The straggle wag then
between the rufian and Jolin Kelley, for
it was he, and the Tatter appearcd to han-
dle his assailant with considerable ease
After a prolonged bout, John wrenched
the club trom his opponent, and struck a
blow with it that caused hun to gdrop
heavily to the ground. John then turned
to his grandfather, exhibiting much solic.
itude in both his activns and words,

“1 hope you are aot much hurt, sir,” he
snid, al the same time carefully assist-
ing the old mun to arise,

“ No, I am not seriously hurt," replied
Mr. Beonnet. “He jerked me around
roughly, but inflicted no injuries to speak
of. I am vury greatly indebted o you,
He would, donbtless, have robbed me of
all, and. perhaps, have done more Who
are you¥"

“1 am Daniel Johnson, and I work for
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