12 _ CONSERVATIRM,

held the institution,  They did as we are
doing, <o let things remain as thoy are.”
On the other hand we should not be oo
ready to necept  every theory  that s
brouehed, but, hefore aceepling or reject
ing, be nbsolutely nssured ol its truth or
its fnllaey, Our minds shonld not cope.
tinue to fluctuate with public  opinion,
which g0 often covers, not the seu of ren
son and teuthy but the shallow waters of
inconsistent  and  unpractieal  theories,
The iden of maintaining existing institn.
tions is surely a good one and conserva:
tism has sometimes been the only support
of w nation in its hour of peril.

Bty i an institation now exists, which,
though at one time an honor to its sup-
porters, is now In its decline, the time
when it-was a means of calture and im-
provement now bemg passed, it is wise to
consider its existence unnecessary.  But
liere the spirit of conseryatism ghows il
self'in some, who maintain that it will ere
long revive its former  excellence, and
strive with all their feeble might to resist
the building up ef new institutions, more
appropriate to the times, Though a per
son with too much chivaliy and exhalta
tion who moves from place o place and
insists on tearing down old institutions
and building new ones, or il he be of im.
perinl suthority and spreads his domain
from country to éountry, fsuing edict over
land wnd sew, soon plays his game and dis
appears from the feld of wetion,  Con.
servilisi lias been a great hindrance in the
advancement and civilization of nations
and in founding institutions of learning
because in the rapid advancement of man-
kind duiing the last few centuries great
changes have necessurily taken place in
the minds, in the habits and customs of
men, and as it is of the utmost impor-
tanee to any nation or institution that the
poople should be of one mind, and more,
us one mass,  The conservalism of the
chnreh, insisting on maintaining the old
religion and laws, thus divided the opin-
ion of the people; the factions thuas
raised made the time one of strife and

turmoil.  So long as there was one rolig.
ion, and the people believed in oan infullic
ble pope and his doctrine, the people
moved in the lightof the dim taper com-
paratively smoothly.  Wars of ¢hureh
and state were unkuown,  But when the
depravity and Injustice of the times be.
came apparent to a few, who spread  their
doctrine hoth by example and precept,
which raised the indignation of the intol.
erable conservatives to its height, chureh
nnd state, they said, conld not ve separa.
ted: one could not exist without the othier,
and the idea ol two rel'gions was an ab.
suridity, an impossibility.  To be tolerable
they must be intolerabile, and the wars
that devastated the Eucopean continent
were the result of the conservatism ol the
chureh,

Tt was this that led Clarles the Fifth o
abdicate his throne,  Tids that made the
reign of Charles the First, of England, one
of eonfusion, that cansed the revolution,
and the death of the monareh.  This that
led to the Teentious murder of the puri-
tuns, and foreed them ooscek an asylom
in Americn.

A conservative bears about him  the
styles and customs of the past, and cone.
duets himsell notaccording o the views
ol publie opinion.  Throughout the land,
in religion, and soelety, amd  edueation,
there s visible o great mark of mprove.
wont, and in these there is found & vestige
ol the old stamp, who intrades hinselt
upon one class of people and protests an
ndherance against their plans and opera.
tions—sush as in the management of the
schools,  In the United Siates, where we
have the great fvee school system, and in
almost every school an oppoartunity is giv.
en for obinining a foundation for au eda.
ention, which is affeeting great results,
equal opportunities are given to all for
eduenting, thinking, noting, nnd search.
ing. The inquirkes naturally wnde by an
cdueated man Tead 10 varlons conelisions
coneerning the best method of veligion.,
And some, gither (rom oo much knowls

edge, or not enovgh, come to the conelu.
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