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Worse than War, Worse than Pestilence.

tinnity. But the greatest of these is cliar.
ity.”  Exeellent theory !

Though some time had elapswd since
the summons of the doorbell, md the
cold November rain was coming down in
torrents, the person ontside hind to wait on
the slow motions of Betsey to get ber
hands out of the dish-water.  What if the
person outside should oe drenched ¥ Tt
wis thought better than to break the mush.
room rules of etiguette.

The door was opened,  The clerk of
Mr. B, entered and apnounced the arrival
of” the bost and that his sereices were im.
mediately wanted. The company sudden.
ly rose to their feet, and for a moment
gazed vacantly at the elerk, who stwod
within ghe open door-way.

“Well, can 1 believe!™ exclaimed Mrs.
8. % Mr. Abbott has arvived, and is smong
strangers in that dreary boathouse.  Just
think of him arriving at night, in this
raging storm.  Would it contribute to his
comtor, I'd willingly walk through the
mud and rain,

“Some conveyanee must be immodinte
Iy provided tor him,'" said Mr. Sherwin,

r

ST owill procure o hack and tiske lim
1o my place,” said 8quire Hoskon.

A hack containing Mr. Blierwin and
Squire Hoskon was soon on its way 1o the
wharf. Mr, Abbott, previous to their ar
rival sab by the fire in o disconsolate
mood, not noticing or being noticed by
the bustling merchunts and tradesmen
The warm reception given by Mr 8. and
squire H. seemed o revive bis spirits,
Mr, Abbott the nextday wis hospitably
entertained in the fumily of Syuire 11
Every attention was paid him by the citi.
gens and great indneements were offered
him to Jocate his business in the place,
Indeed, Mr Abbott entered with renewed
energy und enthusinsm in starting under
such muspices, Let us see whether these
loving friends remnain constant; or, better,
whether Lis money becomes exhausted,

CHAPTER V.

On the morping before Mr. Spark’s and

Mr. Abbott's families started on their

Jouruey porth, there might have been soen,
#t fntervaly, severnl well dressed women,
ench followed by a negro servant canying
a reticule aud work-box, wending theirway
fowards My, Abvot’s vesidence to pay the
family o parting visit.  Let us peep into
the sittingroom and put our eyr to the
underground teiegraph.

“1 presume when the war has elosed
you will all return to Newton,” interroga-
ted Mrs T,

*Yes, indeed,” answercd Mrs, Sparks,
“We would not exchange our Tennessee
for the most enchanting clime.  Where
could we find a lund more geninl than
this."

“1am sorry to say that [ fear that we
shall never return,” said Mrs. Abbottt,
with a troubled countennnee.

“Now, Mrs, Abbotl, do not speak so
hopelessly,” said Mrs, T Sympathetically.
“It would grieve ng w think that we
should sec the fuces of your fumily no
more. 1 have brought over a leuer just
received from Mr. sherwin,  If agreenble
I will reast it

“Yes, indeed, with the greatest pleas-
ure,” suid Mrs, Sparks.

After rommaging throngh her needle-
work, she produced the letter and read ns
follows;

Denr Brother Tabet:—
1t i= great plessure o hoar from our
old home and nequatntancies; especinlly so, when
wo received yours of the Sth inst, Bul it prieves
wd more whon we hear of your trisls und tribula-
Lions. . . .

In nuswer to yvoor Ingulry whether Brother Ab.
bott and myself intend o return (o lenbossee or
not, 1 wonld say that when pence Is restered I de-
sire to live agnln in Newton.  As to Brother Ab-
bott, 1 think he has the same hopes nnd dosiros.
He often speaks of the danger of his dwelling and
grovnds bulng destroyod sud the expolse 0 re-
place them.  Wo often spend our m-eniuﬁ i dis
enrsing the project of reconstruction. We agree
thut when shavery is abolished it will be more

)

plensant 1o reaide in Teunessee,

“There, you see what Mr. Sherwin says
of Mr. Abbott's returning; and he is a
close observer of the affuirs of the world,"”
said Mus, T.

“Yes, but e does not see through the
same media as myself,” replied Mrs, Ab.
bott, “ Mr, Bhierwin and Mr. Sparks will

undoubtedly return but not so with us”
(to be coutiuued.)
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