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Conformity. 1

mnd kneeling, one of them enquired what
chinreh they were in. On being told that
it wis not their own, they both left imme-
diately. Like thege Germans in o strange
chureli, we are constantly bowing and
knecling and fasvning, and for what pur-
pose, we know not.  Through our own
impersonality we live ns strangers to cach
other nnd die as fugitives; the real man
being nlmost suffoeated with the fumes of
conformity is hid from our view,

This conformity is the ennse of social
despotism and hypoerisy, I we will not
conform, we are persecuted and ostracised
from society. A person whose mind is
too magnanimaus to be trammeled by the
arbitrary rules of’ society is looked upon
by the smaller minded conformists as w
clown or heretio.  What right has etiquette
ar religion to dictate to you or me how to
converse or worghip?  How others should
converse and worship, is not how you or [
should converse or woiship.

Were it not for conformity there would
be little hypoerisy,  Alperson wishing to
gonform with the world joing a popular
ehureh, He being of a ditferent temper.
ament, the ehurch is no wmore fit for him
than the Hottentot veligion.  What is the
result? e is nlmost uneonseiously and
continually going throtugh with the most
contemptible forms of hypoerisy.  Could
we but know the thoughts of & congregu.
tion at worship! 1 lhave often lnoked
around the ehureh endeavoring to read the
thoughts that secimed 1o be stamped on the
brows of the inditterent.  There is the
large and corpulent Mre. B, bowed in hum.
ble prayer. It scems plain  that his
thoughts are all lodged in u fat turkey
which he expects to have for dinner.
There is Mrs. ', arrayed in costly attire,
also bowed in humble prayer.  TLappears
evidert that her thoughts are lodged in
her fashionnhile honnet,

Thoey say there is nothing so bad but
what hins its good. Conformity and fash.
ion will no doubt result in good with the
poor down trodden negro.  As black is a
fashionable eolor for the clothes, it may
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also be a fashionable eolor for the com-
plexion, Instead of using g white, the
young lndies—and may be, gentleman—will
use lnmp binek. The negro will then no
more be scorned, but will then be looked
upor with an envious eye.

Ench person has w lnw within himself,
and it is only by conforming to this law
und observing its workings that we can
become grand and noble beings,  Why do
legislntures make our civil laws?  Why
does the chureh dictate the mornl and
spivitual law ¢ If every one should con.
form to and strictly wateh the law  within
lim, we would have Hitle need of  tyrran,
nical legislation und despotic religious
creeds,  Phere is no law, either eivil, mor-
al or religious, that will muke w man like
him who strictly guards the gates of his
own soul; and he himselt only is fit 10
puard these gates,  Though he should
deputize the whole clergy und the infalli.
ble Pope as guards, it would be of no
avail.  As well might he set them to
guarding the gater of heaven and hell,

When we cannot gather knowledge at
our quiet homes, we repair to the college
or university, thinking its shades will lend
us i charm,  When e curvieulum has
become exhnusted, we journey to foreign
climes in search of greater ehurms,  But
liow we e deceived! We return to our
homes and find that we are no wiser than
muny who never entered college or saw a
foreign land.  Whether we go to college,
or Burope, or remuin st home, we must be
sellanade or never made. Why not solve
the problemy by sitting quietly down at
home?  Cun the college atmosphere, or
the ruins of antiguity, aid us in our learn.
Ing? Itisusif our very munhood and
inward law were repulsive, and we were
endeavoring o evade them by conforming
to the flekle world.

Let us not conform to man, but to Na.
turs. or

*The rounded world 18 falr to see,

Nine thmes olded (n mystery :

Thongh bafMed seers can not Impart

The secret of fts la.horlm-F heart,

Throb thine with Nature's throbhing breast,
And all s olear from cast to west,




