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“that sut upon her seven hills" was to
fude, and the pride of Eastern magniti.
cenee and greatmess was 1o be humbled,

The period of which we speak dates
buck to the full of the Western Ro.
muan Bmpire, which oceurred in 470, A. D.
At this time we find the eity of Romulus
in the hands of the northern barbarians,
The burbarinn eonguest which at this time
terrified all Europe, earrvied away in its
wake early civilization, amd as the wave of
destruction rolled aeross the continent,
much that had been accomplished for the
good of immanity was buried in oblivion,
ounly to be exhumed alter long years of
toil and research,  What wonder then that
the Eastern World was, for a thousand
years, groveling in darkness and  bar-
barisin.  Many clouds of durkuess Lave
brooded over the world since history be.
gan, by this seems to bhe the one which
cnvelops all others, and, folding them be.
ueath her uncouth wings, floats on, leaving
the world almost in a state of lelpless.
ness.

Such then was the beginning of the
“Dark Ages" a period of aboat a thou
sand years, that carries us up 1o the time
of the discovery of our own continent,
About the beginning of the tenth century,
however, we see things wearing a different
aspect: they bear a marked change,  For,
at that time the erusades were undertuken
to regnin the Holy Land, the pairimony
of the Saviour, trom the hands of the infi.
del Turks.  Thencelorward, we sce the
spurk, ignited by Peter the Hermit, grow-
ing into an unextinguishuble flame, which
causes all Europe to emerge from that leth.
argie state into which she had fallen,
Yes, this obscure person commenced o
work which enguged the ablest minds of
the Eustern workd; and to-day Lis name
adorns the page of history a5 & benefuctor
of muukiml.

Weo might say that the age of improve-
ment dutes vack tothe tenth century, from
which time the worlil hias been advancing
in the arts and scionces, and in civilizn.
tion.  But let us now recross the ocean
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and speak of that which concerns us more
directly,  Columbus encountered muny
difficulties, and trusted himsell’ upon the
bosom of’ the pathless ocenn in order that
he might gaccomplish  that  whiclh he
thought to be his missiony and who is
wble to caleulate the resulty  Litte does
the individusl Know, and less does ho re-
alize how much good ecan be uwccom-
plished through his instrumentality.  The
discoverer of the Western world never
knew the real granduer of his discovery,
yet the blessings upon mankind eannot be
estimated,

In 1492 our continent was discov.
ered, but it was nearly three ceniuries
before any  permpnent settlement  was
muade. Soon, bowever, the tide of em-
igration began to increase, The Alle-
ghany Mountains were crossed, nnd the
wave rolled westward until 1548, when
gold was discovered in California.  As
soon a8 this becan.: known, men were
aroused in all quarters, swarming 1o the
lund of' gold with the eagerness of a Cy-
rus, and the rapidity of an Alexander,
hoping there w lind the idol of their affec.

tions,
From that time uutil now our poptila-

tion has inereased rapidly, Toduy we
are the happy owners of n broad aod
Leautitnl country, containing over forty
millions ol souls,

Com, welcome thousands, to onr shore,
You long-oppressed (o diztant Innds g
Chr portals ope that you o more

May feel the welght of fron bhands,

Were I o reccunt the numerous inven-
tions of the lust four centuries, T fear that
I skould grow tiresome.  Permit me to
siy, however, that our doors are open o
foreigners.  The institution of slavery,
with all its blighting influences, hus been
abolished, and we are a free peaple, hold-
ing, us it wore, the ehiel place in the cat.
wlogue of nations, But the work is not
all done yet. We, as individuals, having
the welfure of the country at heart, and
having o voiece fo the government of  that
country, should work carefully according
to the dictutes of our better judgment.
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