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broils are 4 natural consequence, and they |

it descended more and more rapidly as it

resultin w continunl change of tenchers. | bore further and farther nway, and it has

Ench successive tencher has his own liob.
bies, his own pluns ol government, olten
his own text books, nlways his own eliar-
neter,  So there i effectually no system.
The schools are in o stte of  confu.
ston. But besides this, there iss poim far
more diticult w reach. Thisis W correet
the habits of study. Do we not know (hat
the universal tendency is twards superfi.
clinlity ¥ That the ehild is also taught to
practice deception by the very plan of
recitation ¥
his lesson, e invariably pretends to know.,
Through the stimulus of praise and re.
wards, he still cultivates his deceit.  He
thus very often grows up two-fuced and
superficial.  In this enumernting we have
yet left out many  grosser defeets in the
child’s edueation, arising rom the inca-
pabilities of the teacher, from the copying
of his character, hiis hoblies, ete. I we
extend our observations to the graded
schools, we flud that these dmperfections
are ouly multiplied.  The desive for the
pupil o advanee, both on the part of  pa.
rent and teacher, beget in him luibits

Becanse, if he does not know |

of simattering, and shallow understanding |
of what lie goes over.  His mind thus |
grows weaker radier than stronger,

S0 wo see that tirere Is not only room for |
crror, but that great error exists in our
schools,  Children grow up through the
wnd o not nequire more tan balf the reasl
strength of wind that they shoukd neguire,
yet possess themselves of evil habits, both
of thoughit and action, that they never |
can shnke off

LBat let us earty our research still far
ther.  Let us glanoe for o moment into the
collége Hite,  This cowes uearer home. |
It is rue we come 1o the place \\qu'ﬂ
good and learned men have jurisdiction,
but we do not exalt the facts when we
say that bere we fiod still more startling
wrang. Awmd why?® Plainly becsuse we
are jurther down a stresan which, in very r
stunll rills, onee barely flowed on this side
of a summil that 1= pure and bigh, but]

Creal physical or mentul energy.

nrrived at the preeipice where it pours ov.
er forever,

The meanness of college life is prover-
Linl,  Students huve access o every kiond
ol vice. They generaslly improve their
opportunities to such o degree that we
scarcely know where 1o find more scala-
wags and miscrable scamps, as well as
chucklehends sud jobbernowls. We ven.
ture to say thut there exists as much real
dewnright ignorunce nmong college stu.
dents, as amongstany other class. A few
come throngh eollege with strengthiened
minds, and are men, but for one of these
theve are perhaps a hundred who enter but
hmven't the strength to go beyond the
Sophomore year.

Habits alwuys grow, unless they are
mantully corrected, Students in college
are only embodiments of habits stored up
at bome, at the common or graded schools.
So, we flnd asmall minority who have he-
come, in some degree, masters of them-
selves,  The greater number are simply
“hormed eattle ”  Atcollege, il anywhere
we find examples ot (he fruit which has
grown hoth from the seed that “fell by the
wayside™ and that “which fell on good

| ground ;"' the great extremes of human

Bite. “Then what do we conelude?  Plain.
Iy this, that the great majority of college
s well as students, have no
This we
find verified  at every commencement,
Hence colleges entirely miss their aim.
Their graduates, as a class, are decidely

Cthin and weak,  Their minds are not as
| sirong us they were at ten years of age.

Many bright boys bave gone over the cur-
riculuin, and by the process of cramming
have become duller and more superficial
aom the very day they entered college.
Hundreds complete their college course
every year, let it be said in a whisper, but
would that it were whispered throughout
the lund, who entnot setunlly pass an ¢x.
swmination through common fractions, in
Arithmetic, or who cannot, with safety to
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