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lometan schools; that is, an glmost com,
plete monopoly of the currriculumn, with
the exception, perhaps, of mathematics:
The musty authors of Greece and Rome,
conld they revisit the earth today and
learn how their writings have been the
chief subject of study since their time by
the most civi'ized nations of the world,
would doubtless think that the gene
ral welfiure of our planct depended greatly
upon their literary effusions.

The colonists of our country brought
with them, as we might expeect, substan.
tially the same ideas of Wgher education
ns prevailed in the mother land.  Our first
colleges, therefore, did not differ much
from Oxford and Cambridge. Now much
hina beon done in late years towand giving
other ranches of study « fair hearing, but
clifefly by establishing courses of study in
which the elassios are wholly absent.  As
usnally understomd, the design of college
instruction, when not devoted to special,
ties, is 1o Iy the fonsdations of a lileral
and geneeal ealture. This would imply a
symmeliricnl eurricalum, composed of a
variety of hranches, smd ench receciving &
proportioninie share of attention.  Is this
carried out in ‘practice, or is a college
merely u normal school tor the training of
clussical professors? Lot us seen

Upon examming most of our college
enrricnlums, we find that nearly every
term hins its measure of both Latm sand
Greek, accompanied frequently by a math.
cimtical pill  Here und there are sand.
wiched in a few terms of literary and
scientific studies, hut searcely enough to
vary the monotonous recirrence of the
classios,  Only o scanty kKnowledge of the
tormer cun be obtaired in the limiled time
wflforded, while i Commencement find
one not acquainted with every nook and
turn of Cieero and Virgil, Plato and Ho-
mer, it is certninly not ewing to a want of
time.

The stalt of lite is justiy considered to
be bread and burtter, but man craves other
things as well, ana unless gratifled 1o some
extent will not thrive on 85 monotonous
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diet, In like muanner clussion! sducation
ia calealated 10 muke one proficient in
Latin and Greek, amd that only, - We
claim that the customury time spent in the
stinly of the classics is excessive.  The
lassical writings of Greecennd Rome,
are in no respect more nieriweiag than
hundreds of others, both ancient sud ml.
ern, We have come to regund them as
wonderful  beeause  their admirors for
for eighteen centuries past hinve combiued
to. make all their excellencies appear.
We master Latin aud Greek, but we neg:
leet English. The former are: necessary
for a proper knowledge o the laiter, but a
less quantity than i now prescribed will
amply suflice for oll ordingry purposes,
Angle Baxon, the groundwork of our
own tongue, ix o1 quite as wuch impor
tnee us cither, ani is now so admited,
yet it hns been greatly noglected.

The complaint is universaly raised by
outsiders that their <ons nnd daughters in
college receive but dittle that wall be of -
use to them in the precticad affuirs of after
life. Toa considerzble extent this istrue,
We are well aware o0 the utilitarian 4pirit
of the age, but we knaw, tao, that the tsual
four years elussic | drill proves uf little
widvantage 1o many  pecsons, Too ‘dften
they become mers enliared nonenities.
Now, if aportion o “nis time were devoted * *
to other branches of stidy, it would make
the course mare seil and practical, and
do much 0o make the student & more
practical person. A desire 1o sttain this
end drives many stindents nowaduys into
purely seicntific et ses of study, in which
they are wholly deprived of e benefitz of
the classics.  Ax there is no midile
ground by which the wdvantages of both
scientific and elas<ion] edoention may at
thie Le m astirably seeured,
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students are induced 1o pursue one or the
other extreme, for the suke of nhtuiu!ng a
diploma.

Many rich fichls of Investigation are
either ignored | or st best bt Imle more
than touched upon, in an ordinary classi-
To this it may dbe replied®

eal curriculum.




