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OUR LIBRARY,

As we intendd to say a few words upon
this subject. it may not bhe out of place, for
the purpose of uvlerstanding clearly what
iy b said, o mention some (ncts con-
cerning it Our library consists at present
of about sixteen hundred volumes. While
this number muy not be surprisingly lnrge,
yet it would be difficult to find a collee.
tion of books a3 which there would be
SO great o proportion of standard works,

For the purpose of general reading this
library ¢an not he surpassed. It would
of conrse bie impossible (o enumerate the
many different guthors who find o place
Every branch of ltera
history, novel, poetry

upon the shelves,

ture is represented
philosophy —uan ample provision for en,
guiring minds

Now what we wish to eall attention 1o,
is the fact, that notwithstunding the State
has mude this bounteous provision, still,
owing o the management, or perlinps mis.
muanagement, the students are deprived, in
a great part, of the adyantages they should
enjov.

First, only those in the college yours nre
permitted to take books from the library.
By this rule the only benefit that over half
of the schiool can receive from the library,
i« the few moments they can catch now
and then to be spentin the reading room.
This is not good policy. The State has
paid for the books, has invested go much
money, sod expects its return in the more
general diffusion of knowledge through.
out its borders. Now, upon what grounds
can the benefits arising from this outlas
be confined to the comparstively few in
the  college Only upon  the
gronmd that those in the preparstory cluss
es have not o development of mind suff
cient to render & free access to the lilirary
of any advantage to them. This is simply
wbhsurd. What mind s not matored
enough o read Tom Brown at Rugby,
Robison Crusoe, ete, yet we find 4 good
supply of this Kind cf reading in the li-
brary,
same development that will transform e
bryonic minds, by one or two yenrs time,
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Now we would suppose that this |

work on too tapidly to allow a sedate
| Soph. or learned Junior to enjoy wnything
short of Bacon's Instawratio, Newton's
| Principin, or some kindred subjeet, while
stieh works as we mentioned above would
be lett to monlder on the shelves,

We have heard it vemarvked, thee allow.
fng new students free nse of the library
would prove very detrimental to the books,
It must be admited that the more & book
is rewd the sooner it will wear ont.  And
as preservation seems to e the end de.
gired, we would suggest a glass case in
which the hooks might be secured and yet
he available as an object of interest to our
visiting friends. The idea that young
men and women who come here, expend.
ing time and money for self improvements
have not enough pride and honor to be en.
trusted with a book, ean nol he entertained
a moment by any one who will consider
things as they really exist

Another objection that is  sometimes
urged against granting the privileges of
the library to the preparatory students is
that coming from active employment, with
minds nunecustomed to close application,
all their time would be tnken up in meet
ing the requirements of the clussroom,
The impression that students, when enter
ing, bring with them minds in an absolute
Blank comdition is o wrong ovne.  They do
not come here oo commenve o course ol
study, but to complete it. The experience
of ull would go to prove that a studeny
can find more leisure time in the fst
years of his course than at any subse,
quent time: for in the later part of' his
course there are many outside duties that
demand o share of his time, from which

he is free at the begioning of his studies. |

Sowe think that the objection of a luck
of time is not a valid one,

We wish room o sny a few words upon
the present mavagement of the library . It
Is not our aim to mnke an unjust eriticism,
bul we think circumstnnces will justily o
few remarks

What are the rules of the library ¥
About as follows: Only students in the
college years can take hooks from the 1i.
Lrary, Books cuan be taken out or re
newed only on Fridays.  The remding
room isto be opened each day from two

"

until four o clock, I, M., except Wednes. |

days: Saturdays from nine o' clock, A M,
to four, 1. M. OI the first rule we have nl.
ready said enough, and as o the others
there could be no serious objections if they
were faithfully carvied out.  But such is
not the case.,  Undey the present counlrol
we think facts will justify the stalement
L that there has been no regularity, no sys.
tenmi. It is casy to acconnt for this fuilure.
The present librarian has so many duties
that are eulling loudly for his attention,
that {rom necessity he is obliged o slight
We are unable to coneeive of the
motives that would lead « professor 1o
Ltrouble himsellf with iis burden, unless,
indead, it is to sceure more efficiency in
its management
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The pecuniary consid-

eration, 100 per anpum, 8 not muach of |

air indacement when we consider the work
reguirod,

If the ubjecl was o bring about » re.
form it has certainly been n lamentiable
fuilure. Previous o tlns yeir it has been
under the control of u student, and it was
most assuredly a moere satisfactory man.
agement. 1t is to be hoped that the Tibea
ry committee will take this matter undey
sdvisement, and inaugurete a trae reform.
One step would be o give it in charge of
Fsome rebiable student who would have the

present the library is usually leftin charge

ol some student, showing that the librari.
Lan hag confidence in their nbilty to do the
work required,  Now i the responsibility
tof the ofiee can safely be introsted o
Lthem, we think also thay should receive
the pay which might aid some to finish a
conrse, who wonld otherwise he unable to
lin LR

There scems to he w desire tor gen-

ceral improvement  implanted  in o the
soul  of every man To this  spir.
it is due all progress.  No  strong.
er appeal can be made o mankind

than one “used upon the gencral good
Men nnknowingly labox for this end, In
the physical vorld they plant the acorn
and the walnut from which asindivid uals
[they can hope no return; they lay the

.l'mlmlntinlm for mighty temples for other
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epcounter the hardships and trinls attend.
ant upon new enterprises that to their pos.
terity may be vouchsafed liberty and hap.
piness; they will hazard their lives rath.
cer than 1o be fowd false o any principle
uapon which they believe the welfare of
humanity depends,  In the world of
thought a/f Inbor is for the gencral good,
Homer wrote not for the beaefit of his
oW but for ull ages. To
whe are now called fulse philoso.

time slone,
Home,
phers, we are indebted for many of our
grandest traths,  Every man that thinks
lnbors wot for himsell but all wmankingd,
Every truth discovered wdds so mueh to
the advancement of the age,
not in what direction investigation  be
puished the result is the same,

I we would only cultivate this desire,
kKcep constantly before us how much the
generul good s effered by our individual
course, it would give ns a mudh anoblor
ideal of life. Tt matters not in what call-
ing we anuy  engage; the chareter of the
culling, its intlnence morally and polid
cally will be determined in part - =wheth
er we wish it or not=— by our acts, by our
lives.
o fmportant as the determination of the
individuad that his lnbor shall be for the
clevation and not for the
his class,

I the furm is the field of your labor, then
work to render yours the model furm,
tyour home the center of happiness, cul
ture and refinement, your connnunity re-
speeted for its intelligence and liberality.
What cne determined person can accom.
plish in these directions is truly surpris
Ing.
|1 the mercantile life attracts you, carry

with you prineiples of honesty, upright
ness and trath.  Honor the name of your
calling, show to the world that suecess de-
pends not upon the practice of deception,
but upon fair Healing.

“rllilt' you are o s‘lllll'nl, I ill;.f‘ naot dis.

disgrace of

grace upon the name, but pursue your

studies with u fidelity that will induce
others to follow in you l'l)uhh*ln._
Sclfishness hins so strong a hold upon

the world that we often forget that our

aols have any connection witly the outside
world around us,  Yet in the henrt of ev
ery man there dwells the hope that the lot
ol his fellow maorials may have heen im
proved by his having lved,

While we ask; that in your labors you
keep in view the public good, we would
Inul infor that there is any conflict between
your duty to yoursell' and to the commun.
iy at large.  Such is not the ease, He
who serves himself the best, serves the

|

It matters |

The choosing of a ealling 18 not |

world the best. It a man, sailing upon e
ocean. should discover a leak, hie would
stradghtvay sel about to stop it, Knowing
that not only his awn salety bhut that of g
on bhoard depended upon s exeriions.
We nre all making the voynge of Life, md
he who finds a lenk by which cvils ean e,
[ ter o society shiip, should set Wimiclt eqy.
L nestly o work lest we all be wreeked.

[ We have noticed, of Inte, severnl areti

eles ngninst the practice of |I¢-rluhning:
Somu say that there is no good Comivs
I from it, and that it is retained utl]." llb\ the
power of habit or eustom, and that jt
ghould be  disearded. By others, that
1\\‘lll'll a man appears before the public
Lsomething orviginal is expected, nad we
| are disappointed with anything else.
J With regard to the first objection, tiat
Cthere is no good comes from declamution,
it is simply an assertion, and we might an-
| swer the objection by saying that there js
| great good derived from this practice ; and
L4 1o its being upheld only by foree of pre.
| cedents, we can say that the ot that it hys
']ll't:ll in favor so long nrgues strongly in
favor ol its alitity, and he who afirms 1o
the contrary must establish his nssertion
by proofs,

Concerning the second objection, that
[we always  expect origioality sod  ae
theretore disappointed.  Is this o facty
[ our sceicties, or at any thne, when
Cperson s ealled vpon for a declamation
we expeel that he will repeat some other
person’s  production, and  our  siarprise
Pwould e awakened it he should procecd
with an original discourse,

Before discarding the declimation let us
inguire what its ohjects are.  The primu.
ry object of the declumation, undonbtedly
is to improve the volee, and joined with
this is the secondary

end, 1o entertain
Considering simply its elocutionary  adl
vintages, i s entitled 1o all the impor
Wit
can do more towards cultivating the voicd
than repeating the many passages that
| bring out evary shade of feeling,

tanee that has ever been given i1,

From
all the Hght that we have been able to gt
upon the subjeel we nre not yer prepared
Lo discard the deelamation,

Commencement is alinost wt hand, are
all prepared ¥ From present indieations
we are ta be favored with many visitors,
The present sehioo) year has been very an.
Lcourageing to the friends of the Universi-

ty. It is encumbent upon us to make
the closing exercises equnl (superior if
possible) o any of the past.  For the ben.
efit of absent friends, we will state of n.
bout what our exereises will consist. The
members of the graduating class consist-
ing of Miss Alice Frogt, Messrs Geo, How
ard, Clarance Rhodes and John MeKesson
Buc.
ealunreate nddress by Chancelloy Benton,
Adelphitan aod Pallndian exhibitions. An-
nunl ndidress, hy protesor Allen of Wis
Possibly an address by one of the Alumni
As fur as the students parts are concern,
ed there will be no exense for a failure,
| for there s ample material from which to
 ehoose

will each favor us with an oration.,

But there s a failing  against
which we would raise our voloe, that is
Itis better to be prepar
ed a few days beforehand, than to have
your work crowding upon you at the list
moment when there witl be mueh o il

lract your attention. From appearnneos

procrastinn on,

there secs to be an enrnest desivo to o
e very best possible and we think (hal
 we can safely gunrantee to ull o plessant
Dand profable week. Anothér suliject, not




