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The Influence
speculation,

In a previous articly, we very briclv 1
jastrated  the destructive forees, which

were couclog in metaphysicalspeenlsiion, |

lpvolving mornlity, religion st sociey |
ont comumon ruin,  Alter destrucion |
somes  reconsipinetion s sl historieadly |

considered, it will be tound that thts will I

be sttempred on the basis of some poiit
Linun
rights or of the constituzion of e na
pire: and thos the specularive principies
of philosuphers will be tounsfisat into
life nnd musaners, sad into the tovim of e

eal speculation, some theody ol

govern ment,

This was notalily tene at the begiuning
of the present century in Franes I3
ehanging the sbstract speenlation of the
philosoplier 10 the econerei synetion of
satnte law, the philosopher hecome the
lawgiver of the state, To illustrae the
ease in hand et nsconsider the plilosoph
feal influence of Rons=sean, whe was the |
great prototype of those whom € el b hs |
I“)’hd the suthors of the s Literature ol
Desperation.”

OF the dvstinetive power of the Philos
ophy of this brilliaat sentimentaliv
is “!'I![lll' e o Sand _‘\-:l':| daanin, = Withiom
Ronssisan the Froonch Revolution would
pot have oceu sl Carlyle in his * He

' 1!;‘.\

e

mes ! obsorvies, thia mian Wik |

Evingelist of thie French Revolution, tiat
m the mis

Lis semisdelirions speenln fons
eries of civilizad 1, and the priforabili
iy of the savage o the eivilized |l“‘]' il
well 1o whale deliviinn
Froaaee grrn'l.ﬂl_\‘ xE Hame ftes
Png;-.‘['p-lnf e R .!mi--rif} T 48
pu-*iltlt: 1O express of
asi of this nation in s Twvor

l""""""' 0

Wi from

(13
e ine the enthusi. |

This man, 5o potent in sevolution, soughi
a0 to lay down e prineipios on Lich
teconstruction voubl e el el He at
ewpted the Tupossilile sk of organizing
anwrchy  All were governois: thivre wore
0o subjects.  Olwadicnce was slavery, and
duty an obsolete notlon.

From what philosophical principles didl
this constructive ot ill‘nl.‘l’l-ll‘.' And
whnt effect did they have on the reorgani
mtion of society in Frunee?

Thin Lrillinnt writer had
Plausibly maintsinea two theses, 0which
more tian to apy other catses were due the
sufferings of this pulon, in her throes for
8 birth intow new pobitical orde of thines,
The first wais, that * po individual, nor yve
e whoode maltionde constitmting the sine
Bus the vight fo compel & wann o do uny
Whing of which it canne!
that bis own renson must Joln in preserib

be demonstraied,

I“t—’. it:" the second, if ]l“-aiilll‘ St iore
ansrchical, was, * that no one is bound o
obey & luw to whieh he bas not given comn.
sent.” To s peaple panting for liberty,
those principles or doctrines linve 8 pree-

lar fuscinntion, and it is notstiange nnder |

the circumstances they, snould bave been
eagerly neeepted,

As s desiructive foree, nothing could be und those speculative
and their inher- | sem w lie remote (rom human Uscs, and

wore sdmirsbly plaoned ;

| presist

il wmay @t

wiset inkers,

nr_'l.ll‘ll andd |

parent ouly when it wis songht to build
on these shifting sands the Gbrie of o
stubile government.  His maxim of® “the
fuw of iy does not bind me to mor.
row s the very essonee of political non
Palitieal doetrines
Ik these, one womld think, muast be re-

somse and whsurdiny,

of Metaphysienl ent wenkness and inefficieney hoconies ap- | seem to be only the smusement of the en.

|'1|M'.1ll|illll, oftén mrove to be the lii\'l.hl]
paints on which individual and national
prosperity depenids, AR DB,

Gothe’s Wilhelm Melster,

(continned.)
Wilhelm's entire adventures at the

jea o1 alinost instinetively by the mind
il yed inoa pation aeute in intelligence, |
ined 2 ol s far proeress, they found mil. |
1f s 0 dmor os smoad slvornies,

It needs bhut very ricoment oy reasoning |
ter pesian
Pl

rrsin

sl e enormon s error of 1his
al philosaphy, andd why it was sub |

o all governmeal. |

I orsebnime] toow sy subject, if indecd
there stilijoers, “tht the only |
| i ATy Over A man i= his in- |
dividudd will,™™ vt b
O peenad, h'l"il‘l'j'
s aking. thore ean e no representative
I any atcmpt is made to
ent aec ¢ Loy, t whieh the peopie indi- |
vidosHy hayo oot eomsent d, it is right 1o
Bositl = i 4 ¢ mrraet is e to. |

bt o, Deenase it is my wili, tomaorrow my l

Wit uny

VIR - ol

thi<= will eannot

il cons guentiy,

wOVerivaent

viree, an b e contonel is Il!lr

losnoer bioddinge Now as it s i!ll[!"‘h“ll“

ey Poreenst what the men of the finure |
thears, this all rislaion, which respects |
the future, bs msele bposaible, and  the

oo dations of every Kiod of politied or- |

ol i< w1 o= of eommercind hon:

iz a,
i, srPessw o peawad by a pliasible phidesphy
of i divul s Lo
litlenl ovguniza Lo, every

W e
s

Ul s scavine ol po
indiveduul has
11 1o objeet fa |‘\'r|'_\'!|i!l;'. i e ore )
siis arise
Ir
fons aod i ree opposiilons, |

whea=itre s sanl there paust

L eveTy

e e g Liire of case ciless ireiose

45 the vesnlt o sueh incoe- |

Wit was prestoptively troe 1o

triaation, 1 Wistory of Founee at this !
ll-'Li'-ll completely vermed. ) sorder, nn- |
areliv, apd  dis<olmion  followed  ench

vach other in mpid saecession, until the |
peigs of wb=aliute power were selzed by
thie bands of & mnster, who eaised himself
|

poputar will, and who crowned his work |
by fmpyosing on a people sirnggling tor
his dimpossible e ty, the principles or!
Topreerinl, Do ditury despotism.

”l"
ve, Dt was utterly

fronamsd plil sosh tlist overthrew
wncival 1 H L L e
unabile 1o cons riet
st e endi wisdom, the sonmnil i‘ir” Y

prhiy, ol che p lidea! insleh cmbodied in

This |

the Dochoation of Independene:

is 0o siring of “ethitring geoneralities
Ak one ik » ..r-_ dized fr. bt it mop ains
e submtancy ol polibeal wi=ihiim, on

wliiels s Dasopy reresd |----‘.Ii\'r|l O LR
ation of eolossd proportions, and we
of These ab
| SIruel prigcijpivs ledd tha neton ”uullgh s
protseted war i Hheir perin aent Liberty
| und peser, uuber the reign of law,

TRIEY eXistuinee

emdaring

The man of thought must precede, in
|the order of nature, the man of netion;
principles, which

Leould not |'ull!pl'l.'|u'lul,

Ui st ikine contrast to these dresms of o |

L 1w s alenm, wie ]ll'!'-l

eastlo are the means Garthe used to 1ift his
wro to n different plune of thought, by
the glimpse of better associations, But
he scemed never able to learn that he was
too superior o be forever confined o the
compuny of wetors and actresses,. Up to
this time, the mind of a readerof modern
novels, is contioually on the alert to find
i il these wanderings and comminglings,
a plot upon which to lay the tensions of
the imagination, But there isnone.  Mig.

‘non s a mystery: so is the old harper;

but we can sce nothing in them more than
might any day be observed by one travel.
iug as did Wilhelm.  Boys often, in their
faexpericoce, aily themselves to a person
having aalent, but neglect the character
of 1he mew friend, apd are led into much
confusion, and sometimes disgrace, by
their cdhicrence to bombast, and notio the
quictuess of asilvern morality.  He could
never understand the Countess,  He eould
Lave loved Lier, but for her station.  Phil.
fon, in her imitations of nobility, had
goeater chinrms for him than Philina as
Piuilina, Her reception of him in the
Countes=" chambers, wias a surprise he
*His ('_\p'.'l'ir'l!l.‘l'
of the world was too limited to perceive

L

Ctheat the miast frivolous and good for-nath.

g persons most (requently accuse them
salves in bitter terms, acknowledging and
Pomsenting their fmubis with esndour, even
when they are wholly destitute of resolu.
tion to turn from the evil conrses which
their irresistible nuture Las compelled
them to pursue,”  Her lightness of man.
ner, and generosity of disposition, were
elrms to him that the siolidpess of 1he
Countess hnd not rendered altogethier void
of encliantment. Cuolture isstately. Vul.

o s eminenes withow consuliing the | oy calls it pride. The culture of our

colder climates cannot brook the physical
grimaces of the tropical Ttalian. It is oo
mueh like the coarseness of the northern
Hitgernies. Willielm had not yet, howey-
cr, wittained the insight of charseter which

tenibles one to see that fiueness ol sirue.

ture is sensitive abont conficing s own
That

“ Avo keep somethin® to yourself,
Yon witl not tell to others,™

secrels to another,

wis born in him. DBut that others should

do the same he never considered 4 necessi-

ty. Melira's murmurings sgainst fortone
L bore putiently, and that with no possi.
bile prospeet of bettering himself.  The
whole weight of the company'’s welfare
B shouldered as his own responsibility.
Ouly onee does he become impatient, and
that, when they so wrongfully aecuse him
a8 the cause of all their misfortunes, aller
the robling catstrophe. He then per
coives, though not distinetly that they
have bound themselves to his fortune, not
to himsell. The satisfuction his fuculty of

—

approbation finds, in being the lenderof a
company of such worthy neuns, becomes
aminimum beside the muximomofl trouble
and anxiety their grumblings give him.
The sentimenis that the fair smazos
aroused in his breast, lend us to Jdesire
immediately to follow the maid.  Marians
has lost all interest 1o us, as shiedid to him,
after a sight at the amazon ; and that with.
out & word having passed from the latter's
lips.

But we cannot take him from the onstle
without speaking of his introduciion by
Jarno, to the heaven mind, the workid. mus-
i¢ of Shakspeare. Jarno is snother enig
mas to him. But toth Wilhelm the
reader fall to liking him for this one deed
—for his love for the * myrind minded’
What enthusiam! It is not of theli erury
kind, either. But the bubblings up from
s fountain of purity; that needed not the
panegyries ol a Coleridge to expand, noe
the eriticisms of a Jolinson to concentrate.
Speaking of the plays, he saysa:

“ They appear o be the productions of
a heavenly genius who has descended to
the abodes of men, to render them, by the
gentlest lessons, scquuinted with them.
selves. They are nol mere pocms, Une
might think during their perussl that he
stood before the oponed, solemn bovks of
destiny, through which the whirlwind of
impassioned 1fe Is breathing, whilst the
leaves are ngitated to and fro"

In these days of Nupoleanism, when
Fate and Destiny sré puppets for the nov-
elist to bandy back snd Geth in the ma-
chinery of his bookwork, this extract may
not seem of more than ordinary strengih;
but when we consider that this was before
German swollen the
ocenn it now is, we cannol but see in %
some of Coleridge’'s seotiments,  And
then, from this, we can turn immedintely
to 1he conversations with Serlo, and per-
celve how much more Gaethe saw was o
come our of Shakspeare than sny of his
contemporariea dreamed of.  In these
islks with the celebrated manager, the
theme gradually merged into the play of
Hamlet; and Geethe takes advantage of
his hero's youthful enthusissm 1o express
his own prophetie hopes asto Shakspeare :
“ He (Wellichn) assured  Serlo that he
looked forward with the fondest hopes to
the epoch which would arise in Germany
from his (8'%) meomparable productions.”
Gaethe's coneeption of the beaty lu philos.
ophy, and of strength in benuiy, conid not
have found & more boundless theme for
congratulation, than in the possession of
Hamlet for the foundation of philogophy
in the German clinincter
capuble of such Infinite digestion. Tt is
sinid that the Enghsh have gluttons, the
French gourmands, but that the Germans
ocun ussimilate more, nud of a greater va.
riety, than either. Hence it is, their phi-
losophies are so extensive. They swim in
Pluto's ocean, muke love to his mermaids,
and deck them with pearls drawn from the
deep seas of Shakspeare. Their powers
of mustication are elephantine, Coleridge
is & palm leal; Bacon a fair meal; andthe
genius of Aristotle must undergo sharp
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