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INCENTIVES TO POLITICAL LIFE.

Shall I enter the politieal life?  What
are the ineentives—what  the dangers ?
What preparation shonld I make in order
1o insure the greatest snecess, should 1
enter this voeamtion® ‘Tiese are three
grave guestions which present themselves
to thousands of American youtl,

1t is _-.:]r-u!l‘\' to be fearcd that many
vorng men of rare talents sl noble ehar.
aeters have been constrained, through the
popular prejudice o the  disreputable
maral condition of our II\I“lH'b, 1o turn
away from this profession, a8 perilous to
their mornl safety, and scek others, for
which, not unirequently, they were far
less fittedd Loth by taste and natural tal.
ents. The inguiry, then, wiether tich
fears are well founded ean searcely fail to
be of general interest.

First, then, let us balance the incentives
to the political Jife and the objections
thereto from a moral gandpoint.

« 7y the United States,” says DeTocque-
vill , the people do not hate the higher
classes of soclety but arc not fuvorably
inclined toward them, and carefully ex’
clhude them from the exereise of authority.
They do not dread distinguished talents,

and  an inferlor order of  unatural
talent, in *“the exercise of aw
thority.”  Perhaps the chief ol these

eanses is the degrading of the standard of
(higher edueation.  But we are glad that
the true reason for the dearth of talent in
(the political profession must he sought
clsewhere,
Cin this: While all acknowledge the pro.
[ found churacter and 1he paramount and
intrinsic value of the posaible work of the
(rue politician, it is dreaded as too peri
{lous for frall human nature,  Young wien
ol lofty ideas of life are taught {o shun
the profession as o Styginn pool, where
none can enter without becoming beslim.
Led and corrupted.  They are taught that
the political arena hus beeome g0 foul,
that  very flew the  virtue
mornl strength toattemp:l ils renovalisn,
that swone but a mornl Hereules dare at.
tempt to elenn this Atgeanstable. There.
| fore the dearest interests—thoe peace, hap
piness and prosperity of the eommunity
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are left to quacks, those who have no vir-
tue to lose.  This does not appear exactly
vight on its face.  Either the profession of
polities, in the abstract, is criminal, or
such philosophy inculeates moral cowar
ilice, The condition of our politics, it is
painfully true, is revolting and disgusting
to the cultured mind.  The means used to

: I._a'uh:u‘l'\'c party interest, the lone ol argu.

ment used in regarmd (o maiiers of the
most stered importance to the weltire of
the country, are such as he is ashamed to
cmploy.  Alas for modesty, ingenousness
and truth! They are no longer foand in
polities.  Disinterestedness  of  action,
whiclihas been styled the eardingl virtue,
is unknown.  In leu of these ancient vir
tues, which now only excite o smile of
pity or amusement, as the tokens of guaint
simplicity, our politicians deeom bt one
qualifieation, neeessary 1o sUCCCss —a v
tue of purely American ovigin and chris
tening, commonly denominnted * chovk.”
a very comprehensive term including bra
zenness, rasoality and low cunning,

The politician issubjeet to greater temp
tations than almost any other man,  1His
eupidity, his vanity, his love of populari.
ty and flattery, his love of cunaing and
sirategy, his combativeness, the various
social vices, ure all very shoarp thorns in
his flesh, Ts it strange, therelore, that he
frequently falls! We would not have him
assume a hypocevitical gravity, and stifle

a1l his natural propensities for plessure
and jollity for the sake of a fidse dignity.

In fact, one rather likes that * festul spir-
it" which seems to be a marked predilee.
tion of his nature, From what has been

The cause appenrs (o consist |

lehange and revolution.
feonstitution of our government, hie wio

belore you enler,

by n den of thieves, and furn them over.
If the dificulties are many and the battle
severe, will not the trivmph of your vie.
tory be more glorious in consequenco?
In the cholee ot what other profession
would you sllow the probabilities of
temptution and danger to terrify you®
The politienl life is o prereguisite to
sound statesmanship.  The profession of
the true statesman, in any land, is the

grandest station to which any mortal can
attain, I this be true in general, it is
|t|n|1|n|)' frae in the United States. Ashd
from our grandenr and vast tervitarial ex

tent ng o nation, the constitntion of our gos
Lernment is sneh as to vequive the groatest
prescience and wisdom at the heha
| state. Where the
and vuniversal sulleage prevails, great and
sudden ehanges will continnally oceur,
The most profound wisdom is thercioie

0l

necessary on the parl of the statesinn o
prevent public calumity and dangeron
catastrophe, as the result o perpeiaal
From

this very

hopes to beeome o statesinmil, futlst sl
become thoronghly cdueated do proctio
polities.  In order to attwin the Des w
cess, e must know how 1o wieltd and vone
strtiect our political machinery, from the |
loeal caucus lo the exeentive deparlnent
of the general government.

Therefore all the grand incentives to the
lile of o statesman, are your incentives (o |
the =olitical lite.  Henee if Honven calls
you to this life, do not plead moral cow- |
nidice as an excuse. I evil men have
made polities o cesspool of corruption,
und a seene of avarice and intrigue, there
is more need of your integrity to purify
it But be very sure that you have s eall
In the politicnl profes
alon, even more drequently than in the

colerionl, mea mistnke tor the saered vojes

of Heaven, the plesdings of their own
selfish desires o oceupy o stution
which they ave totally vougualitied, amd in
which they are unwilling honestly 16 ¢an
suecess: for 1 believe that the call 1o the
politieal e comes from just as high o
Minjstry,
will you kpow
When yvou leel thast
consciousness of self'power stirring with-
in you, telling you that you cun prevuil in
the struggle, however severe—not a feeble
and groundless wish to reap the trausient
honors of such o station, and rejoice in
the emply plaadits and adglations of the
masses, but when the convict:on has sunk
down deep into your heart, that here is:
L your allotted work, here is where you can

call to 1l
other protession,  low
when you are cadled s

solree as th ur iy

bt are ravely fond of them, In general, sald it is evident that no calling requires |accomplish the most for your country and
overyone who rises withont thek :|,i||' sv)- , 50 slrullg and exalted a moral character as for ll“lull"it}'. and do it in the best man.
Jdom ebtains their favor” That a very he political,  This very fact fixes its rank | per—when this convietion is cver present

small percentage o our “distinguished | AMONE I!_l(- professions. ]'.ul' the higher | with you, like the monitionsot a sleepless
galent is found In onr legislutive halls and the qualifications, both of & moral and angel—your last thought wlien the soul is

among the * headsof government ™ is pat- & mental nature required, in those who | folded in the arms of slumber, often the

ent %0 cvery observer, 8o [far, the
learned gentleman s
correct, But that the hatred  of

the people for rare talents, true cnlture,

hope for success in any calling, the great.

manifestly er are the incentives to inspire men of | g1 recollection

|true worth o enter,
What, will you turn from the path of

fabrie of your mghtly visions, und your
| when conscionsness pe
ilurns-—\\'hun you have felt this, and nave
clearly realized the magnitude of  the

or sdlfmade men has driven men ol abil- duty, beesuse it is thorny ¢ Will you ife-work you are about to undertake, they,
ity from the political arena, in the main, | show n cownrd’s buek beeause templation | put on your helmet and breast plate, tnke
15 _just ns clearly a misapprehengion ol besets your way? Will you prove reere ! your sword in your hand and a0 out 1o
vheprimary cause, and is o slander upon ' ant to your country in the hour of her | thebuttle, for you have heard the commapnd
the spirit of true Americanism; for there | direst need because you fear contaming: of the only divinity which will ever nd

is no country among the nitions, where tion? Be a man—do not hide bLehind  dress you—tlie yearnings of yvour vwn bie-
pationt toil and intrinsie merit veap o your own infinmity.  We have been com. 'ing for jis proper sphepe

sieher reward, op gain it more speedily  manded to flee from temptation —yon  grander field of labor than the politienl

than inonr own United States, Tt must be need wot therefore Tet It drive you from tho | No them inspires to nohler deeds of be

admilted, however, that there ave several post of duty; but if you find any money 'nevolence and weefilness, The statesman |

eavses of récent origin, which are tending tables anywhere that need upsetting, go ' has o moxst snered work to do. The hap.

1o place men ol snpv;ﬂr_iul attainments, l"‘.“"”“ inlo the’ temple, though inhabited [piness of nations depends npon bis heart
: |

There is

Ty

people are sovereign &

and Lrain.  His acts may effect the lapp.
ness, not of a single individual, commy.
nity, or state, but the happiness of every
individual in the nation—and indireetly
in the world, IHis deeds will tell npo;;
every department of huamon life, froy

the regulntion of the domestic rely,
tions in the private family, to
deafting  of  nationnl  treaties, (e

ratification of Magna Chartas, the disposa)
of vast armiies, and the regulation of thy
Ooenn's The practical sep.
Webster, one Seward,

comnmerco

pons ol one ont
1 :lrl.ulll]lli‘]l more real relomg
tien nation, than tho homilies of o thoys
and eloguent divines,  Though his ihors

may not be lbeled sity the saeved seal of

Clirftse i

el trathy nevertlic I"-Hh["\ Hre SCTins
wliose [pucepizare lll'lilllll'll\'l' ul’ moaral re.
foroe, und they possess this advantage—
that thoy must b lllll"}'c(l, for T.]}(‘_\' Come
i the imperative form of lnw.

Bt Tet us try to zaln a sull elearer con.
e he stindonr of the I Aiticyl

tian of 1

({51418

U O
dl i LR that la_v, Rome power you were
sdowed with perenmial youth, and were
borne to the summit of some lofty wutely.
tower overlooking the broad nations of
the eivilized world, and that you could
observe the teeming, surging, struggling
shream of human life for a century.
Atone thue you bebold o great inancial
crisis iminent. Soon the pitiful ery for
broad will he heand in the great eities,
But see, who is it that has produced
wagie touchstone, converting poverty into
wenlth, thus diverting the catastrophe?
Again you behold Famine, or Pestilence,
hovering in the horizon, sbout to over
shindow the nation with her sable pinfons,
in whose [wial  shwdow  lingers  deaih!
Whois ic thiat rises smong them like an
ingel of Hghitg and rears o golden serpent
in the wilderness of their distress that all
looking thereon mny Who is it that,

divioe, reveals the

hvo ¥
with wisdom nlmast

horeteloro latent resourees sud shinabering

forees of the nation, and elient= Famine of
TRTR T I

Cnee more you bhehold the peaple bleel
g and groveling beweaths the heel of
Oppression, while legal murder stalks
through the Innd threatening all who mur
mur with instant death.  Who is  the
Cromwell, the Humpden, or the Henry
that takes the monster by the throat, and
leads his suffering countrymen out to the
gracious light of liberty ¥

Agnin - you  behold  bloody  Treasou
threatening to rend a peaceful and happy
land.  What Webster is that, whose “ voice
of more than Roman cloguenee ' eauses
Treason's chinmpion fo guail and wemble
like a drunken man; amd what Jackson is
it whose fron will and Spartan cournge is

i the effective exponent of that eloguence?

Who is it that in thmes of tranguility,
is continunlly leading the people up

still higher planes of educationnl and
material prosperity 9
This Saviour whose hand is over

stretehed Torth to shield from peril, or e
hor for the common good, is the stafesninn

The great problems which sintesmen
are enlled upon to solve, in the prescn
day, are an extea incentive 1o the student
to prepare for this profession.  The schol:
ar played o minor part in the seasationn
politics of other days. Then 1he
were sharply  defined, Contending pas
ston, benevolenee and hatred —pure patri
otism and bitter prejudice raged in the
nation's breast. Passion and sensation
fived the heavts of all, marked out the

jesices




