HrisperiaN STU

YOL. 4,

Universily or Nebraska. NO 8.
0eTOBELL, Quil non Profielit, Denelt, 1875.
‘ m— . —
The Influence of Metaphysienl |:|:1r] argument to overthrow the prevailing [its relation to the politiés of the clght.

Speculation,

notions  respecting  innate  deas,  Tis
. - ] waork had o powerfil cffvet onthe English

The opinion . prevails extensively that lmiml, pindd goon found s way to the Con.
questions of abstract 'h"“‘-‘hl_ e sa T Lanent. Condillne in l"r.lm'u‘-.u-t'--ph-d ane
mote from e nses "‘I' m.n' 'l;“_l-\‘ life !lml !h:l]f of Locke's theory, and goueht 1o
they may be safely dismissed fron serious | that ann our idens are derived from

'l\]‘ll\'l‘
sensntions,  According tothis phiflosophy,
a man can know nothing execopt hy im.

consideration, or handed over for investi.
gation 1o men who have leisure for such |
iriffes, - Most of these guestions, it i
plansibly  mnintained, cannot be deter.
mincd with certainty, and in the lun't'}'|

19 |

pressions received from external nature.
Memory, attention, conseienes, and all the

, , : . | fneulitios transformed
md bustling excitements of practical alt |

: ; _ he efleet of this system, clear and com-

fairs, it would be folly to give time anld |l
labor to the study of questions which |“ % haGHes.
ield such small results, and which after |
] . ' |
all cannot be satistactorily settled, and  the morals and politics of France
Itis also alleged, that such subjects have | o povolutionized.  This doctrine, ap-
hoen violently contrdverted, have originat- parently so harmless, was essentially
ed diverse schools of thought, have cn.
gendered animosities, and created scets

were sensations.
wehiensible on acconnl of its shallowness,
Physical investigation,
undder its stimulus, was greatly  promoted,

H |
revolutionary one.

For if the senses ave the only medinm
rendy to enforee their opinions by the | oo 1en there is no knowledge pos.
poorest of all arguments, au appeal o] gy, exeept by contact with Nature
force, the witima ratio regum.  Hence itis | o000 us, and from its interpretations by
argued that all philosophizing on ques- | g6 gopses.  Henee material Nature is all
tions thut eannot be determined experi- |04 can be known to us, and it is irration
mentally should be discouraged, and men |y o o0k for anything beyond Nature,
siould betake themselves to studies and By such irresistible Ingi('.':ﬂl certitude
pursuits which have o practical and ap- | o denied to every spiritual idea, or con.
preciable bearing on human progress and Lception of the divine.

hippiness. It is historieally true that dJduring this

It is our purpose to show by example period, some of the most remarkable dis
chiefly, how some of the mostabstractand | o vorieg were made in the physical set-
recondite principles become both practi-| oo Phe extraordinary devotion  of
eal and efficient in moulding society ; and | (0 vicis 1o the ipterrogation ol nature
that the investigation of them caunot be | gy e the last half of the ecighteenth cen.
safely left to shallow sciolists, and super- | e wuve an impulse to this class of dis.
ficial inquirers into the laws of maller o oeepjes, the effects of wiich are felt to
of mind. [the present time,

It has been but o fow years sinee all | gy the realm of morals and of poli
wotion in our solar system has been ve- s e influence of this philosoply wis
ferred to one genetic souree, the sun, |, cqually beneficent. It became i faet
which operating in innumerable ways, be. a deadly Upas, Llighting «ll withia the
comes medintely or immediately the eause | oon of it ln_'.-.li{‘i-ruu-.s exhalations. It
of all physical changes. o nsingle prin. | o during this period also thut the groat
ciple discovered in the realm of abstract { yyie) Pricats of immorality and irreligion
thought often becomes the moving energy |y, eared in France, and whose chief (unc-
of intellectnal and social changes, which | oy seemed fo be to guillatine their fol.
entively transfignre the fuce of human af ol
fufrs,

Adopting the philosophy of seasabion,
Men decry and disparage (hese subtle,

ag it was called, they were led to test overy
fransforming influences, beeause they are iden of virtne and morality by its reintion

wable to trace their oflects, or 10 grasp fo g conses, and with them 2l morality
ihem in their operati-- ‘

copsisted in the eonformity of actions Lo
Ne temple, whether built on mount

ihe demands of gense; aml to stch
Zion, or in the enduring stractures ob ho. | piteh did  this  philosopuicnl  ex.
mwan institutions, was ever framed avight oo oinee  rise, that one  of  the
which vas not first devised in the ideal | most ciminent writers of' thiis

Chambers off thie brain, We are all castle I,.t.h““] voenlures 1o asserl, “Ahint the L ES
huilders, by a necessite of one being; and | 5o, qpe siperior W the intelleet, sod one
Hitle will that system be worthh whose uni becomes stupid when he ccuses Lo exer-
¥, b rmony, caherence and |'l'u|mr1inr| !‘_i”_ hem'
iave pot hoen idenlized by tho erd ative | Wil Fespect (o the intfluence gbf these
!'i-‘i““'il'l"“' it is Ly oontemporary
For our first illustration of the influence | o diors. that the book of Helveiius, who
of wetaphysieal specelation, let us ke | curried out this philosophy to its rigorous
e doctrine of the Orvigin of Ideas. Vo onelusion of athelzm and revolution, wi
4 suporticial thinker it may scem ol sin Ul found on all tables, thint
consequence how we explain the origin of I wits not surprisiog, as it told the secret of
Heas, but when considered histovically it svopy body.  For filty years or jaor this
WL 1 found to be a vital question, %o i provailing tone of philosopay in
About two sundred years ngo, John | Pranee, and as its natural progeny, e
Locke attempted to proye that all our Fighon, athelsm and an wtler i
Weas hve their origin in scnsation and

reflection, He |lluug'||l '||_‘.' this illtlllil'_\'

faergies of mind. skl

and s sUCCUsS

';-:'r-:,__;.'il‘n‘ al
llil’l- and Tnoman rights were bora from il

N.lj’ wils ”Ii"‘ l!hllu-‘nllh'} leas ll““'"l' j”
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centh eentury. Tt i3 found in history
that religions and moral changes, are con.
neeted by some necessary law of sequence
with political revolitions,  The same phi-
losophizing that changed the ethical be
lief of France, and bronght religion into
contempt, dealt also'n staggering hlow at
the political system of the country. [T il
be admittted that men are merely the erea
tures of sense, and are made what they
are by the objeets that surround them, and
il they are not in as good a condition as
they desire to be, then the remedy is found
in changing the form of government.
Upon just snch reasoning as this, the an-
cient regime of France was overthrown,
und the philosophy of sensation becawne
not only the philosophy of immorality,
but of revolution,

Otner speculutive principles, no less
pernicious, were working in men’s minds
nt this time, to the statement of which we
may return at another time, and which
contributed in their measure to effect the
great social and politienl changes, that
took place in France at this period,—the
effeets of which are felt to this day.

It is enough for the purpose we have in
view to show JAew, and in what degree
metaphysieal speculation has worked in
human society, and to elaim for this ap.
parently abstruse study that consideration
and appreciation which it demands from
those who wish to understand the events
ol history in their evolution and effects,
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Goethe’s Wilhelm Meister,

The one book of the German philosopher
that has ercated discordant opinions among
men of eulture and literary acumen. We
tuke up a Review upon this work, and
find it eriticised most severely for scnti-
menfality, and lack of cool-headed de-
cision in the hero of the incidents. The
first Book pictures to us nothing more
than a love sick youth, whose . ntimenial
convitlsions of expression eome to a rea-
soning reviewer as if it were the “ dog re-
turning to his vomit"—in being foreed to
vead i, But we must exeept from this as.
sortion the clean-carved manner the author
had of dealing with the mentalities, it we
may so express it, of the persons made
Btill, it iy nothing more than
every boy of litle more than average abil.
ity has experienced, His love for Mari-
nan, his puppetshow excilements, and his

known.

dread of business life during these carly
days, are commaon expericnees of imagin.
ative minds, Bt confess,
allow that the great German made the be-
ginning for a more than ordinary intelleet,

we must, we

when he laid the puppet seenes, and men.
! oecupution of the poetical youth there-
al,  The ease with which Wilhelm com.
mitted volumes of verse, al an early age
litted him almost to the height in cvery
good mind's experience, when ambition
deems fortune & puppet, and boasts that
fute rests with his own finger.ring; that
our way is ntwe chooze to hew, But he
wis quickly thrown back upon himself

by his frequent Llunders, Bul he never
commitled the same blunder twice. And
Justas he i4 coming nto manhood, we
lave a comparison of characters,—him-
self and his friend Werner, that must cmr-
ry more than one mind back 1o college
days; when the Fellows conld plainly see
in John, the future diplomatist; in Charles,
the cool-headed finnneier, whose dehits
were never more than his ceredits: in an-
othery the polished Chesterfield of some
future Washington society, In Werner,
we hiave the common man of upliolstery
culture; the man of trde and comfort.
In Wilhelm, an enthusiast in ideas; the
personal exposition of the idea that =
supetior thinker, a literary man, can nos
possibly be a good nicehanic. There have:
been those in literavy lite, whom work
alone seemed to have lifted there; bat
there was an undoabted motor o inspire
the work, I remember in veading n eriti-
cism of Hazlitt upon areviewer and think-
er, of his day, to have been struck by tae
idea presented, that the author criticised
was only mechanieally a genius. At the
same time, Mr. Hazlitt mentioned that the
snme gentleman spent one whole day rag-
sacking a renowned aunthor's prolifie
works, in order to ascertain the exact ori-
gin of a sentence guoted at a dinnerdable.
There is a genius that compels such labor.
An ordinary mind could not fly so high as
to be stirred by a simple sentence,

But even while under the pangs of =
suspicious love, our hero finds converss.-
tion with Werner that leads us to think
him not altogether woman-minded, We:
find him doing the inevitable work of =
mind growing to maturity, retrospectively
glancing at his beginnings, that he wonld
sooner see in ghost-phantasies than in re-
ality. And here he argues with Werner,
in such a manney that one could think he
were almost entering the portals of an
exchange: * Because every man who is
incompetent to produce (he best, should
wholly abstain from art, and corefully
avoid all its temptations. There exids in
every man a certain unaccountable desire
to imitaie the object which he sces, Lhat
this desire is far from proving that lie pos.
sesses the capacity for succeeding in whar
he may undertake;™ this is in justifica
tiot of Lis burning all his munuscripts—
pocins, ete., which would leave many s
[ yonihiul mind stranded on (he !u|rr.~u|-1c-;:y
of unexerted fheulties, had not Weorner
sensibly objected (hat “ there were many
idle hours which could be thus profitably
employed.”  Then vnergetic
wrgent by Willielm, maintaining, Jike
every inexperienced

follows an
msind, tht
Lhours in business interva
ble with poecy,

catels
Is wre bneom poei
Then we think we see a
(little of what is called literary enthusi

nam, " or nffectation of what is not felt,
when Wilhelm, after 4 long burst of ele
quence, confldingly confesses that * these
fanlasies cver pursueme., * #* % =
Who could have foretold that the arms o
my spirit with which I had boped to seize
something great, and perhaps grasp infini.

ty, would so soon be shattered? Here

you imagine for a moment that 'vou see n




