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DISCURSIVE REMARKS.

Nice diserimination in moruls is hased,
in most cases, either upon hypocrisy or
suparstition.  Hairsplitting may be u
very good thing in logie, mathematics nid
metaphysics, but when you come 1o mor.
alg, the decision between what is right
or wrong, what may be innocently in.
dulged in and what may not—in our
opinion, this delicate process is entirely
cut of place,

No, you are entirely mistaken, we are
not at el tinctured with Clafidndsm. This
wden i8 all that we wish to illustrate,—the
dividing line Letween right and wrong !
should be so broad and clearly conceived
in each one’s mind, ns to make nice dis.
erimination unnecessary.  Now thisis by
no means admitting that all persons must
claim an “extonsion” of the sune ne of
reatitide, nor that you can deaw the line
for us, or we for you, excepl on genernl
principles,

It is not our intention, in this note, 10
revise or review the whole code of morals,
We shull content onraelves with a brief
glance st some of the minor affairs of
every-day life; as, for example, its festivi.
ties, games, and other amusemonts,

Some people are 30 excessively gowd
and 80 devoutly orthodox—borrowing
their ideas of the correct thing in mornls
and religion, of course, from some holy
father gone before—thatthe dilemmas Iln"v
full into, o the steife betwesn alleginnes
to their creed, the Hoshoamd the devil, e
really smusing,

The dodges wnd makeshins resorted 1o
by many to eatract s little natvpesl pleas.
ure and enjoyment from this world, with.
out violsting some orthodox tenel or au,
perstition, are ludicrous and pitiable.  If
A game or amuseiment of any kind is in.
dulged in, it is not the genuine one,
which they would so much like o enjoy,
but they must resort to some wretched
substitate, unpaintable and insipid, be.
cause all the virtue wnd Havor have been
strained out of it [ustead of dancing
ot‘ph’vin"-cﬂﬂq they, Hke little childven, |
play that they play cards of dunee, by te |

"

thereof; eide mitesociotios, ehurch festi. ereated with so many joyous or mirthiul
vals and  Author-eards—rom which for. propensities, so many desires for pleasure,
tures may merciful heaven preserve us! and yvet ho must engnge his entire foreo
No v there 18 some real plensure and n;nl' will in stifling them-<feltering  the
chanee for exhibition of skill In w quiet  “old man, Adam " that an Omnicient,
gume of gennine cards, but“Authors ! i€ awd AN merciful Creator should 61 the
there ts any vietgs ar all in that sabier. world with so many feilities and oppor
Togre, I mn'-'l be the amount of cheistion | tnities for festivity and pleasure, and i

prlicne and lortitnde rrclnir--al to criry [man to desive and enjoy them with a keen |

one through o game withomi profunity, relish, nnd yet e is not left free to elinose

Descon B, constders the game of  Bilo that which suits his own palate best, bul
linrds, even in the privite parlor, a sinful must diseard all but the most insipid
gmusement ' but croguet is perfectly  or. Those populurity  of
thodox, notwithstandinge the fuer that the  which attest that they are the choleest,

amuscimonts, the

first i&n grneetul, anid intensely interesting  must he abliorred as anholy.

Faante lv:lllil'iilg " -il||'|-!'iu'|ng degree ol It is oue |.ll'i\'nlt' nllitlinll thnt there
mathematieal skill, peefectly tenined mus. 8 serew loose somewhere,  Herbert Spen.
cles, and a practiced oye, while the latter cer, In s Genesis of Superstitions, has
s attended with dust. bBlisters, rowmd  sdmivably shown the origin of  many of
shoulders, and & sun-burned and freckled the cherished fallacies and bug bewrs in
complexion,  In fuet we have not beeome morals to which muny good people still
educated up ton sutticiently refined stand. tenaciously cling. - The superstitions dis
ard of merals, (o understand why the a. crimination in mduer morals, we have at.
thorities of our insttations of lesrning  tempted to ioasteate, might be explained
(there sro u few exoeptions) do not tarnish in much the same way.  Churchmen in
their anxiety to reduce all thing= to Creed,

5

the stiadents
ball, ericket, ete,, gre ol have nttempted to preseribe dogmas  and
lowed and encournged wt the expense of tenels to control the actions of «ll men in
broken limbs, injured health, and even Mmatters, which, inour opinion, each man
betting, so mueh 08 only competent to decide for himselt

billinrd rooms tor the iise al

buse ball, 1o

the sinful practice of
dreaded In connection with some other Thig or that pleasure ig interdicted, be
TS, Jeanse you say the sssocintion is bad, o

A good brother from the rural districts Wiy be made the agent of vice,  This ap
wis terribly shocked when  his  pustor Pears o be n very weak argument indecd
“swapped horses, inorder to obtain an  Youtacitly acknowledge that the amuse.
animal that would serve his purpose bet. ment is innocent of itself: (it is merely

ter. But the good man thought it no sin the use to which it might be put which

wheat with w neighbor to obtain a better fase to learn the us: of the fowling picee,
quality for sceding, or 1o barter his butter becnusein w moment of despair or anger |
and eggs tor sugar and tea. you wmay commit suicide, or murder some |
A Quaker friend scorns the empty fash. Oneelse?
fons of the duy, but Is as vain of his  Such teaching is the most effectual |
broad-brim and deab coat, as s city ex. 0eans of moulding weak and unstable |
quisite of his Paris cutsuit, or Dicgenes ¢hameters,  Would it not be wiser o
of his flth and his tub. teach the child to choose virtue, or shun
In our more depraved moments, we vVice pere se. To compel the child to shun
have sometimes doubted whether o jnan | innocent plensugge, becanse it might lesd
can really enjoy teligion, who makes enely 10 e¥ily s to furish him with an excuse
Subbuth more irksome than an Apreil resdyanade, tor going o the bad, when
washing duy tor his children by forbid. wvtare and desire do beguile him into
ding all innocent mirth and amusement, e loridden precinets, as ten chunees
or who fills their Hule hearts with sorrow  One they will,
and disappointment, by never sllowing ,  * : - s o . . -
thew to attend o cireus or meusgerie, or ( The recent entertainment given by the
by leaving their litde stockings smpty on  Adelphinn Society was, on the average,
Christmas o New  Year, when Santa ® creditable and enjoyable affair.  Butit
Clivus 18 so ardently hoped for, but who, Rt by no menns satisfuctory in all re.
nevertheless, “comes down"  regulady spects.  Many of the orators and essay.
With a libersl “quartersge,' or subscribes 1818 spoke very indistinetly. [ you want
heavily for the conversionof the heathen, W tantalize your sudience, and create o

All games of chance are forbidden gs reputation for yoursell as o firstclass he- |
I you demand w reason, ', "speak yourspeech” in a thin voice, |

Alusements,
you ure promptly informed that they are and with ek indistinet ennnciation,

the devil's playthings.  Granted; but ! Mr Simmouns deserves great eredit for
where will you cease to diseriminate # | the manner in which he delivered his recis
What Kind of knowledge has wot been 18tion,  His personation is goud, the chiefl
perverted in s use by man?®  Even the  clement of ormtory,

knosledge of Serip nrecepts s of My. Lumberton's l'tlrml_\ wiis well writ
ten, in an evil hour, been made e ngoent len andd witty withal, abounding in fine
of committing the worstsins,  The Gos Both of the gentlemen last
pel robes sod vernnewlur frequently  con. Lnamed cun improve in their articulation,
ceal wvarice, sloth, hypoerisy snd st | The effeet of many of (Reir funuiest pas.
Do you prohibit your children from he [9ages was impaired by o oo hureied and
coming necomplished horsemen, beeause 1imtis|i|u-1 utterance just atthe point

there is danger, either from their love of Mr. Wilson's oration was & sound and
the sccomplishunent, or the animal, | logioal production, delivered in the best
that they will squander their fortuaes in style, perhaps, of any oration of the eve.
pools onn 2.20 trotter ! You must have s (2iog: though the orstion of Mr. Rhodes
great deal of faith ia the virtue and sig. | W88 equally pleasing and well written,
bility of character of your daughter, to (bul delivered in not quite so clear a volce.
suppose, that, because she can play | Mr. Culbertson’s oration was one of the
game of whist, she will eventually devel. |best productions of the evening, but

Oop into & first-¢lass gambler. hesitation and frequent repetitioh
Does it pol sometimen puzele you and Ien&iwou'ﬂia pn::l of the p:pe:‘::rost: n';

pussnges,

whatever to exchange n few bushels of brings it into condemnation. Do you re. !

|l'mlll which he should guard against in
future, His orntion was well received,
] however,
‘ Mr. Hardy recited the “Flying
feline™ in nostyle we linve nover seen oy,
celled,  Heds a docided suecess In this
style of recitntion, nnd should develop iy
falent,  Miss Frost's essay wis clegnnily
fawritten and replete with thought, bhat o,
or illllu-rh-l'il_\ roemd

Ma

My, Martin®s orntion was an mnomaly,
The geometrien]l definition of  a
woulhl  deseribe it perhaps, o
ns unything original we
the  brewdth woulkd
more appnrent, hindd 1t been vontracied 1o
whontony jenth its length, It certinly
{ showed & weakness, or else an amnzing
sight of chicek on the partol the speanker,
[to Impose a rambling, extemporancous
specch of thirty -Ave minutes, on an inno.
cent and tnsuspecting andience, who had
come out in geprch of pleasure and amuse.
ment,  We hmagine the Christian forti.
tude of the President of the -\lll'lphinu
SOCIely wis put to a severe est, jmlgln,;
from the III.'t) of cmastion upon hils ex.
pressive features, during the teying or.
By many, the gentleman's subject
wis considered entirely out of place, but
we are not prepared o rale any literary
produetion out of order, or any respecta.
tle subject, popular or populur, which
hins Titerary merit, and his remarks con.
tined some stray ideas, though imper-
fectly expressed; but we do object to s
man's enlling sn extemporaneous talk, an
oration, Every sentence of an oration
should be carefully studied, and expressed
in the strongest and most elegant words
at one's command.,  What right have you
to palm off n cureless, slipshod concern
as a literary production, when you are
capable of something better? I you wre
thus eapable, it is an open lnsult to your
wociety and v your sudience to present
anything of inferior quality taking time
and circumstance into account.  When
they are unfuvorable say nothing at all,
You must have a vast sinount of assurance
sud sclfesteem, or you would see that
you are risking your owa reputation, from
the comparison of your production with
those of other performers.

It is w0 be hoped  that the sociely will
continue to give these public entertain’
ments, but let past mistakes lesd o im.
provement in the future,

line
“l'”
conlll devise,

though hiive been

enl,

CONCERNING A QUESTION OF
MORATS,

Dot thon think because thon srt virtuous, thers
shall be no more enkos and ale?

Every mortal of us all has his portion
of what Jeremy Taylor quaintly calls the
“festival spirit.” A spirvit which irvesis-
tibly nrges ug o bid dull care begone, and
to forget that die, The
light of Iife is soon enongh gone out; it is
surely the better part to make it as mach
of # festival as we can and to

sing thongh before the hour of dyving
since indeed,

|

lo-morrow we

‘tie nasght ot mirth
That keeps the body from the esrth,
Charles Lamb, when he went out on what
he was pleased to facetiouudy term #
gaudy,” (and il ever festivitios were in
_nocent, surely those of poor Elin were),
clearly obeyed the impulses ot this spirit
{ Even Solomon, most siaid of moralists
| recognized its existence when he smiled vp-
(on the time to be merry, and Milton, most
ascetic of s, celebrates, in his inimi.
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