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seem to me essentially frivolous,

THE HESPERIAN STUDENT.

' ! ' Kot : ,
[mmp.lw:- might well exchange some of them [and punishment which had desolated the uriance of his splendid and  amialle

| 1A . Whira
ipate a time, and that, too, before the conl-  for the productions of others, it for noth- | house of Alreus,

flelds and grent forests of the North nre
exhinusted, when the; South shall resume
her ancient and normal supremacy : when
the voices of ather [sninhs amd Homers,
of other Greek and Roman .
younger Cuesars and  Napoleons, shall
give new law to hnman thought and ha

Other Phidinses, Raphwls,
Muritllos, and Cnnovas
Florener,

aorntors, of

man desting
Michwl Angclos,
will again be found al Ahiens
Madrid nnd Rome, o will rise with glo
tlong mustechood al Mexico, Sonorn, or
Port Rico.
bidden the resurrection of deonyed na
tions. and with intention transterred thels

I no divine decree has for

mrch  abnsed precminence o newer
stites that manifest o traer reverence pod
a juster apprecintion of privilege, the sty
of the world must inevitably

l".“(-”‘“h e old sents of l‘i\!li?.ll”“". ns

reach aml

well ws every other region where elimalie

and landseape are  most congenial to
grand necessities and the grandest devel
apement. 0. ¢C0n

&P hin the commiong uation that a hieh tempern

tare = unfyomble te ntapse montal clore noth
g onn he n s Lo s Mewole, peixedd
o the works of Shellee, W, M. Hoselti . chapites
XXIX. sfiv= 1 was @ sedieony of suitry heat ol
bonge deomehit s Dud dhi= was, o Shelley, sl ot

Juetion or uomes [ T 2 AL il I Lin il waonplel
vourt any stmotnt of =corehing wenthey trvoon th

stns of <nmpovr abrom), oF om the winter T
wilthhn doogs A, woeres dot thie lives of Aha
nasius, Aneustipe, nud Cypripn, who of all think
ers. have exorcised e erentest and wost perms

nent infuence apon the workd, mestly =pent in
Northern Africa.

I Bave notlosd that  geneenl ealth is alwavs o
Itx Best In Noebesska, dorine the hottost =enson
aud have mvselld enined mos=t in weight when e
thetinometer stood for o montle st 108 fret e «hode

Origin of the Greek Drama,

The ovigin of the Greek Dreama miy
be traced to the annusl festivals, given by
the peasantry, in honor of the God Bae
chus, at the cluse of the harvest season,
Bacclius was especinlly vencrated as the |
inventor of wine and joint patron, with
Ceres, of Agriculture.  Upon these festive
ocensions, the natural fondness ol the peo
ple for poeiry and poetic recitation, fo.
gethier with their Reen relish for the joke,
gave rise to two kinds of extemporancons
cffusions: the one, & kKind of hymindirect-
ed to Baechus; the other, the offspring of
wit and wine wita mutosl jest g d sar
Cu=ul

From this ancient source has been e
veloped the modern drama, with all its
n]h!\‘tltlur; i us, of very litte prractical |
value compared with what it was  the
Grecks.

Omitting much that has been said about
the strolling Thespis and his influence
upaon tlie progress ol the !]I‘:lm:l. | puss L
i brief notice of the Trgedians Aeschy

lus, 8a hocles and Euwripides; the only

persons of whom we cnn huve any accu
rate Knowledge and wlo muy be regardedd
fs  POp septineg disrinct ] whs i the
uf the Tigie arl
Although
had been made by 1h
Chia
H 148 EEY

though Phirypicus had sdvan ed still fu

l"'”.‘d“’-"" WD nE the

Girovks o improvement
tntreduction of 1
= and still more by introducing an

cparnte from the Clivris, vl il
ther by dropping the Tudicrous represcn

futions and elevating the mythologicil
bistory of the country, still, the mosl i
portant chapnges in  the drama were
wrought by the three persons Just men
tioped, Of cach of the
Aeschylus and Boplhovles, we
seven pleces remaining but among thess,

according 1o the best suthority, are their

two older puoels

liave bt

most distinguished productions,
Of those of Buripides, we have a much |
greater pumber; and 0 it were possible, |

ing more than the suke of comparison,

ator of Tragedy : “in full panoply from
his head she sprang, like Pallus from the
head of Jupiter”  He elad her with dig.
nity and gave her an ppproprinte staee:
he was the inventor of seenie po ul
] "-lll‘.'lll;

not only Ingtraeted the ¢he
and dancing, but appearcad himsell o8 an
shetehed with
His plots
are simple in the extreme; L thid not un-
derstund the artof enriching sud varying

actor, His charmcters are

u lew bold and strong tonches

an aetion, and of giving a necessar minieh
and progress o the completion and dis
the plot. Henee his action
often stands s1ill; o chrewmstance which
beeomes yel more apparent from the nn
due extension of his Choral songs.
all his poetry evinees a subline and enr
nest mind,  Terror is his element, andeo
the softer aflections.  In Lis lundling,
(des iny appears austere in the exteme

covery ol

she hovers over the hends of mortals in

wll her gloomy wajesty He endeavors to
muke his Innguage correspond (o his wl
gantie sublbmity of thoveht and the yust

“l'ill i |||'

thounds an harsh compoinds amld over

dimension. of' his personnges
strpined epithers, ans the lyrieal puarts ol
his pieces, trom their irresolved constroe
ton, are extremiely obscure,
ular his fmages and ex
pressions he resembles Dante and Shakes,
Yeu in these images there is ho

In the sine-.
slrangeness of

jreadle

wanl ol that terrific gruce which almost |

all writers of antiguity commend in Aes-
chylus,

He flourished in the very height and
vigor of Greciun freedom, and a proud

Lsense of the glorious struggle hy which

it was won, seems W lhave animated him
and his poetry,  He had been an eyeawit
ness of the grentest result in the history of
Greeeo, the overtirow and annibilation ol
the Persian hosts under Darios and Xerx-
es, and had fought with  distinguished
bravery in two ol their most memorable
hattles.  In his poems entitled “The Per
sians " and the ¥ Seven before Thebes ™,
there gushes forth a wardike vein; the per.
sonul inclinations of the poct for a sol
dier's lite are apparent throughour. [t
was  well remarked by  Georgins, the
Sophist, that Mars and not Bacchus, hiad
inspired this last drama; for Buacchus,
rather than Apollo, was the tutelary deity
of Tragic pocts, which, st first thought,
appears somewhat singular; but then we
must reeollect that Baceeling was not mere.
Iy the God of wine aona Joy, but also the
God ot all highest inspintions,

Amaong the remuining pieces of Aos
The

tabee plays, with

chylus, we have a complete Trilogy,
Trilogy wis a0 serie n
which the pocts, a
tended for the

w later perisd, con
pii!" of the zont: and
wlhiich men connected by o congmon lestd
ny runniag thiough the actions of all
wis e thesis the an
e
< which forw the 'I'ril Wy oF Aeschy
' Electra ™
The suliject ul the st §5
the murder of Agamemnon by Cly tempes.

woatds it

and the

I'Il "‘L‘i

tithiesis synihesis YR
il.‘ri
“Adanemnon,”

Ih-\||'| BT il

the * Faries ™

i, on LS return from Troy.  In the se
v, Orestes uvenges his father by killing
his mother: facto pius et seelepad us codéu

ln the thivd, the contlict of patural duties
I8 represented by g contention between the
Gods, some ol whowm upprove the con.-
duct of while others persecute

him, until Minerva estabilizhies peace, and
puts an end to the long series of ¢rime

Oresles

Thiz much T have thonght proper to sny 1
Avsehiylug may be regarded as the Cres | concernng the father ol Pragedy, and T that Euripides was still o Greek, and

shall be content with o less lengthy notiee
ol the writings of Sophocles and Eurip:
ile |

The birth of Sophocles ocenreed nearly
midwey between that ot Aesehylus and
that of BEuripides; and for the most ol his
L e was the coptemporary of both,  He
oflen with Aeschylus for the
ivy wreath of Tragedy, and he outdived

contended

Euripides, who also sttained o good oid
age,  Nature secms to ave tavored Sopli:
Born of rich and
a lree eitizen ol
the most enlightened State of Groeee, L

veles in muany respocts
honorable parents and

|ll1'i*‘i""\f"l lP:H”l. ll!‘l'l“‘*ill'_\ |'”n'l“i"" -llltl
foundation,  Beanty of amd of
mind, andd the enjoyment of both o the
tmost degree of perlection : acholee ad

prerson

finished cdueation in gvmnnstios amd the
musicnl rich youth
and the l’i[li' truit of nge: the luh—mt'\«inn

and enjoyment ol poetey and art; the love

wris; e biloom of

nd respect of’ his tellow citizens; renown
abroad and the countenance ol the Gods
these seem 1o be the principal features o
the life of this plous amd virtuous poel
When a youth ol sixteen, he was seleeted
o dance, on account of his In AUy, at o
He aften
wirds held the rank of General, as col
leagie with Pericles and  Thueydides:
and =t later was elected to the priest
hood of a native hero,

At twenty-five e began to exhibit trag
ellies: twenty times e was viclorious; he
very often gained the second place bt

never ranked so low as the third, He
continued in his most suceessful eareer
until his 90th year, and some of his best
works bear even o still later date,

| One gift was denfed him by nature: a
voiee attuned to

celebration of a fuimouns batile,

song.  He could only

cull torth and direct the harmonious ef
Hoons of others: and con=equently only
appenred opee upon the stage in the char
ncter of the blind singer playing npon
an instrament,

The principal points of improvement
in the dramas of Sophocles were a smootl-
er polish of the rythm, the introduction
of a third actor, the multiplieation ol
incidents, a more striking thestrical effect

ubove all, & more harmonions perfection
of mind thun was possessed by Aeschy

allowed to the more decisive netion. ., and }
|

‘“‘i' '

According o some suthors Sophocles

was exceedingly fertile, having produced '

130 pleces and aecording 1w the most
modernte necount, over eighty,  However
wi have but seven of these remuainime, in
cluding =ome of his greatest works: for
example, s Antigone ", the » Bleetra
and two on the subject of “AEdipus,
his simple reference 1o his  wrlthnes
must be suflcient for present purpose

andd T poss to

notiee his successar Eurip

Bo moch bus béen ssld Loth te TE
cred it ansd diseredit of F.ln!i-‘lli-w, thnt 1t
ditenit w deeide
should pradse or condemn him
or, | think it

s n||'.'l£

.\||-'!i.d'|‘ Wy
“u“--\'
i|'|lll'-|h'e| that Le
added muel 10 the progress of the lragie

st L
ort awong the Greeks, Considered with
out reference lo his ]nl't‘lll-rl'wul'n or con”
lemporaries, he is deserving of  great
|prui-l'; but he either Iscked the lolty
carnestness of purpose, orthe severe grtls
tie wisdom which we reverence in Ass
jehylus and Saphocles, to regulate the luxe

t moral

—

(unlities,
“Buat with all this we must never forge
vty

contemporary ol many ot the  greatey
names ol Greece in politics, !ihl]u_)s"‘.hy‘
and the fine U, when compuyo
with his predecessors, he must rank [y
Below them, he appears in bis tarn greg
when placed by the side of many of the
maoderns,  He has o particulae stvenph
in portraying the aberations of a 50y
discased, misguided, nnd practically abyy
doned to its passions, He Is :n{:..i.,d,;;
where the subjeet ¢alls ebiefly for ey

nris,

tion and makes po higher requisitions
andd he s sl more so where pathos
benuty are united, Few of L
pleces are without passages of the s
ravishing heauty.  We cannot deny him
the possession of the most Il‘-l"llihh]ng
tlents: bud we can truly  say that rlese
tlonts wore not united with o wmind iy
which the ansterity of moral principles,
and the sanctity of religious feelings, worg
el in the highest honor.”

Quite a number of the plays o Eurip
iles have come down o us: amd bs wost
prominent mong them we milght wen-
tion the “ Alecstes ™, * Iphigenia in wy
o Lom Y, Phavdea and Medea
On the score of morality none of them
deserve grenter praise, perhaps, than © AL
" As delipeations of temale pits.
slon and the alerrations of a diseased
wmind, Plhaden and Medea, have
Justly praised.

Much more might be said upop this
most fruitful subject; especially concern.
ing the form of the ancient theater and (he
manner of scenic representation.

This question, however, presents itself
to me hefore closing : what difference was
there between the influence wpon and re.
Iation fe the people of the ancient and
modern drama

Doubless the

lis

cestes,

difference  was  greas,
The relation of the modern drama to the
people Is simply that of artistic represen
tion and amusement; while to the an,
cicnts s relation was one of political
hportance, It was the ehief source of
disseminating idens among the populace,
wid from this taet its additional import
ance can oasily be ioferred. It was to
Grecee and later to Rome what the pross
is to America, D

¢ Granger Legisintion,

Iu the lust number of the STepeEsT we
find a severe eriticism upon the misdiroe.
led economy of our last Legislature, in
which the writer reviews the edueationsl
legislation and points out the short.sight.
cdness of the legislators, and finally clos.
es in the following sienificant lllllz_{l-t;lul' -
“By the way, it is our pirivate u;»ij..I ",
that it isa sample of Grange legislution,
and we might further wdd, i we thonght
it pohicy, that wo think the n thon should
cielebrate, with duge splendor and  pojole
g, the desth of that institution, whenev.
eroitmay occur. ‘Gl specd the day,'

That the legislature of 875 was -
sighted, and that s

shrt
s oulled Senionmy
will prove highly detrimental to the [HORL-

reéss of the State, we shall nelther sttempt

to palliste nor deny; but that all this

shouid be wiiributed to the Hrunga- ole-

ment, we shall atiempt to show, Is not on-
Iy unjust, but w holly [ulse,

r H r
We did not suspeet that our editorisl
[riend would admit that the Graugors pos-
vessed 50 great influence ns he would now
baye us belicve that they wielded in the




