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DERATING.
EVILS VERSUN BENEFITS,

The practice of debiting is recognized
in nearly every college Iierary socicety s
in fuct, us in our own, o discussion upon
sonie stuted Squestion’ constitutes the

important part of every evening's exer |

vise, tupon which by G the most stress is
laddd,

Bist that the bepedits pesulting o the
[n-ll".il i]i:n;l are aleays wosutlicient pecom
pense for the thae employed, is by no
meuns= certnin,  On the contrary there is
rénson to bDelieve that debating, as fre.
-r.l"ll“_" condueted, Hiay become exiremde-
Iy porilows, and the source of many evils;
pnless the ahuses are avoided, and the us-
e and objects—the true spivit of such
discussions are studied and thoroughly
inderstood by r\‘--r_\-llu"-n::-'u.'in';in them
We desire in this
article w indieate a few of the dangers of

as a4 neans of culture,

greatest magnitnde, aod the manner o
which wo think they con be svaided, wndd
U debating soeioty e made wsouper of
iy vieh enetits,
EALLS a0 BE AVGIDED.

b Danger of acguiring a habit of eare
Toss apd desultory speaking snd thinking,

While the urtol putrely extemporancons
speahing 18w desirabile and rich posession,
andl perhiaps implics the necessity of some
without
idens tnoany =et phirascology,
ool .':ll'llllr["if}

that the grestest degree of excellence in

jn:'.‘u'lit't'. ial'l-\'i"llsl_\‘ il!‘i'.ll:;_m{
yel we are
seconded iy i saying
liis art can only he obtained by carciil
widl systematic preparation and  arrange
miont of thovught on every subject we are
eulld il Lo dlscuss, Thus we

a tumd ol

wynire
wellcareaneed  Ideas and
wellformed opinions on muany sulijeets
e vl e P fulure 8o ot the sanie
tir the power todmprovise an address on
the spuror tie moment §s strengihened

But hiow is it g our socielios ¥
the mujority of the speakers seem to think
Uaast thedr elidel duty s o fill as wmuel
thine s |lll--“l1-‘ with n Leet FOSECNCOUS Y-
cabulary, without srrangement, logic, or
U VT

Who among us, that Lhas iken an actiyve

part in the discussions o' o debating so. |

clety for o term, s not often expressod
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tdens whicl he Knew to e wenk, almost
sy o sl -1.. TN

tions and opinions that e

when tarefully
wintlid have

bty austinnibi N IEN AHavance

andd In moany other wiys hazarded hisrep

_It‘| '\\1[' I't L] I'..‘
iation, cont nry to lils comnmon  sense;
for the sake of making o speoch® Can
wueh & conrse, long pursued, tail wenk
et the fudgement, blunt the edge of the
‘.iil.”“

cHsorimination. and
Wonld it not eerteinly be hue

intellectual

thie Insle
ardofs ?

Na one hins a right, fur the ) i
clienp reputation tor speaking, to imposi
upon his Hsteners o mess af frathy vapor
ing: for, 0F he is capable of prepuring
anything bettor thongh bricfer, it is an
fnsult o proffer that of inferior guality,

Atong those typies] off the o fnss with
whom this evil is common, are these:
The man who can spin a halthounr speecl
fresn a0 halfminote ded—on the  sane
principle that the clow i coubid singw sanz
ol one handred sl one verses, bt each
verse wis similar to the precoding and
fust like e forlowing: the well-known
sople Who lis just pieked up one of two
lurge words from lis texthook, of ** Jearn
edd Jeneth and thundering <ound,”™ whicl
he bs aeliing toonuneinte o= ollen as possi.
Lie i o spoceh of tenomingtes; the stnior
of unlimited confidence in his ability to
speak without preparition—and  conse-
quently, of course, an  unconscionahle
Bore: the tellow with voice of doloras
twang and sickly monotone, who can ar-
gtie upceasingly though ignominiously
defeated at every attaek. Like Gold,
simith's villinee sehoolmaster—

“ORor ¢Ten thongh vangaished, e conld argne

stitl;™?
and lostly the petty |-E:r-._'im'1-l who s
Just  stulen it of

sOMe argumeent

which hebs auxions o “pass" upon the

inpocent pubilic, as original, before some-
ane else got= 1he start of him

2, Danger ol forming tuse opinions,
amd of hecomdug dogmatical

There is great dunger tha, in the strife
for vietory an eolle e contests, the stindent

may forim false opindons aad be urged W

ke radicad stands L i Varions fastes of

vitnl hmportance, which will work a great
injury to him i persisted in during life:
and, W over abandonad, is apt to impel
him 1o the apposite extreme, a'nl'm”_'.
A=, e dn
stance, i he s an oextrome lhernlist in

dangerous, rom the reaction,

podities and religion, against his convie.
tions, while in callege, e may
[ extrome partisan o sectarinn in adloy

|7 e

Hie, This appeirs to be the peason: Ui
opinions of students are o process ol
tormation:  henee when some anportant
stbifect is presented for dienssion, a cer.
tuin amonnt of thought, of groater or less
llr;,'!‘i'l', is directed o one sideor the otlivr

ol the question, with the hope o ¢on

quest, Do the event of sueces=, clitlinl by
victory, he is apt to persasde himsell that
the side of the guestion Le has advocated
ts the coreect one, und, likely, will stith
bornly adhivre thereto against all reason
Who that s often delated, Lins not same
LHnes aliyast L runeded itsell o bedioye
H --l|-]ii~!l\ which in the outset hie felt (o
e false ¥ 1s not the slvoea y of a fulse
doctrine for argnement’s  sake  equnlly
dungeraus o the hearer and the reasoner

3. Dungor of

S
OuEsliins=,

disregarding truth in dis.

Closély connected swith the last ohlijee.

thon ix the I‘ff'lllﬂ‘lt'l disrteeard of known |

truth in debute,  The debuter i3 often In
dueced to tuke positions which he stycerely

| ' . & .
helieves o be Silse, in orderta show s

[ef thought, even

skill, There seemsto he o ehar, an ey
citemoent, a ]"‘(‘Il”'l!' gratitication in
ing able to wiehlyour adversary’s wedpon
hoetterthnn heonn hmselt. Sach i l:l':iflit t
is admltte] o e extremely  dangerons,

It b statedd that Cliibingworth, the great
et theologion and comroversionudist o
Bbs v, by freghently exer jsing hiis pow
ore o averthrow  all adversaries in e
arena uof words, from il =ides of every
grestion, af last came 10 donbt the vadidi
e had eons
natl

ty of all human reasoning
puered himselt, wnd cotthil helieve
Ing trom any demonpstration

These arie o few oF the perils o debat

ing., We will now consider
HE BESEFITS AFFORDELD,

1, Ttds valuable s o mwenns ol testing
and developing the powers of thoueht,
penson, andl spovel, atd ot determining
the elimnels inwhich thonght most nad

urlly tlows, and e stvle of argtiment

wd orutory o o which each ofe is 1os
steeessinl,

Just s el grtist Tewrns, anoer b

MILE A

tloewes, hioow tar UL Lin v lors

with his
brush in suehoa way us 1o oreste the most
benutiful pletunre, from their happy blend
P b what department of his art b s
{lier most powertind ; whnt artistie touches
e eon give most skilltally ;=80 the de
baiur learns. by wind in what sivle ot
wordipainting he can create the thost of
fective pictures of thought: what Kind of
Pustruion e uses most siecesstully s the
way todireet his fHights of oratoray, liis
flushies of wit, hiis touches of lmor, his
shalts of sarcasm, his irony, in order o
to el most foreibly on the minds of his
listeners; how to address hiimself on all
oecasions w sult the clircumstancies——the
timne, the

plicce, anml the sudienes; und,

like a yonthiful gladiawon, in the srens of

COnlruversy, he fenrns o :ulj'.l-l his wrmor
ot defenee amd oo wield the sword  of ar-
his own
powers and resourees, wl discovers also,

cument with skill, e gauges

o Sone extent, how HII'_\' should e enli.
Thus

baattle begins, the mimice

vated, sod how tar he My dspire.
wlhien the real
fray helng ended, lie ean enter with some
desiranee o SHecess, “1 \\IH sl el
iis inteleetudl sinows under perfect ¢on-
trol, e will temper his blade a0 litde
more cavetully so that, nlthougzh his blows
iy not tall as tercely, as wildly wnd fhste,
is in hils youthtul contests. yet lils wenpon
will flnsh no less brightly, nod Bis strokes
will be stronger and geener,

2. Debating develops originatity, and
tenohies (s ynlue,

The speaker soon discovers that the per
sor who deaws from his oviginality, is the
one Who is Hstened to with patience and
plensure, Invention in areument is e
knowledgod to Ue the grent seeret of sue
R

Though the speaker be M. Blank whose
viery appearance indoees aosmile: whos
swkward gestares, ungainly form, stan.
mering  tongue, dand  unwicldy  prms,
swinging fentfuliy about, like the wind
mills that excired the valor of the kondeht
off La Mancha, prisent a

speehiele invariah'y us e

Mdicrous
thiongh
renches some souring climax of oprntory,
atb times even subilime, he Aounders, eol
lapses ind fulls Ingloriously from his gid
dy hight back to the earth; yet, il e prof-
fer somie treasure fresh from Loz own mine
though mingled with
ek dross, 1t will be accepted’ snd  ti
peaken's effort honotred, v

o A% we have already inthuated, the
practiee of diseussing topies of living in

terest, If care be tiken in proparation”

gives w fumd of wel'sdigested opinions op

e L any fmportant subjects,

Sheh enreful proparation, ir sruth, ean.
dor, and honesty, be regarded, will obyi,
ate most ol the dangerons ovils wie iy
e tioned, and ab the same e confor
the most valuwable part of & 0ue ednop.
tlon==well formed opinions,

We wre therefore warmly in favor of
duhating socteties, i1 properly condncted,
believing that the woniiid
seem natrally 1o attend  them may be

evils which
avoided, and they be made the sotrees af
much practical Knowledge, and fountuins
of inspivtion to attain exeellence in org.
tory.

WIHAT WE HAVE IN THE
UNIVERSIETY,

A I'nrl'v-i---n-it-ul of thiee fhneika 1ies i,
under the signatire of * Towa™ mocently
talicions attack on

The article, hesides

mnkes w hitter and
the State University,
contuining n mess of weak and inconsiste
enl attenipts bt fcwd
filsehoods, and silly complaints, COnyeys

wrguments,

aocowardly aod venomots threost at the
Chancellor. The  writer  says that the
University is only soeh in name; that the
Fhoratory, the apparatus, appliances, aod
firniture for use in the various depart
ments, are mere shamsand in no way ads
equante for the peeds of the school) in
short, that everything is “chieap.”  Finul
Iy hie says that the Chanceilor is the equse
o all deficiencies and tailures,

Wedo not reply to these ¢harges beciuse
they onght to deserve notice. Like nany
similarattacks at the lite and weltare of
the University  that
throvgh the columns of thal sesvenger
mnong the press of Newrnskup—1he Oma-
ha Hevald—which grecdily
gulps down overy

have been mode

:-I‘iil“- .i:hi
prhece of carion Hiat
comivs within its reach, no matter Low
prateiddy this shunddere will not benaticed by
intelligent peop!s, who have taken the
puins to visit the Unpiversity, to sec for
themselves,

Buvit is o fact that the |1t-np|!' ol the
state genapally, oven of Lineoln, Know
nothing about the University and what i
contains: henoe are Hable to be deeeived
by suel articles us the one in question.

Said one ol our most prominent eitizons
and o popalar Suae offfcer, the othier doy
It our presence, after paying s visitto the
laboratory, library, sid musenm,—* why,
the University is quite an extensive sftuir,
isn't ity L had no ddea that so great pro-
gress had been niade —that so moch ol
been necumulated o so shorr o thne”

TIHE LIBRARY AND MUSEUM.
The Herald says:—The liheary and mu
st e wanderful exhibitions off that
Ji-q--::-ilinn whichi some men exhibit in
lways boaving their ¢lothing at a chieap
Jew store—the clothes litde their naked.
ness, nml pe ¢ 1‘I||-u||,"‘ e ias ceptainiy

vontrived a bhored ad aw kwanld
sentence o express itulsehood that might
have been stated in three words,

Bk .
Poe libirey now contains gahont feelr

yuery

hundvod coluiics, Listoaed of by “ri.a'.\]l.“
s matter of fregquent wonder and e
mark by every visito inspeeting the 1.
brary, that so much wisdom has been ex.
ercised tnthe selections made, Though

the number of volunies ix yuite Tmitd,

| the shelves contain the cholcest seleciions

'lll‘llllltl}ll't] wurks of the Ll"-“"l u”lhul"i,

neatly and elegantly bound, representing
alinost every depurtinent of Hiepaiure and
seience, The stdent I8 never at a loss
for books of referenes, or the hest instrie
ive terutere tor his leisure Tours, cithier




