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“WHERE THE MEN OOME FROM.”

A zomewhat remarkable paper, under the
above caption, appeared in the last number
of the STupe The paper was perhaps
not more remarkable for its e parte pre-
sentation of facts than for the deficlency of
its theory. Designing to show that Yale,
Harvard and Michigan Universities have
done little or nothing in the training of the
leading minds of our country, our author

first passes In review the names of cortain |

e, some eminent and some quite obscure,
who were not graduntes of either of these
great Unlversities, then, with sweeping
ussumption, avers that they are the only
ones worth mentioning, and finnlly presents
a striking theory in explanation of such a
result.  On fivst reading, we were sure the
paper contained within itself its own anti-
dote or corrective, From those not ac-
quainted with the facts in the case, its
ustonishing statements must provoke fnves-
tigation; while from those who are con-
versant with the facts, these stutements
might provoke a little merriment, possibly
a little indignation, It is tor the benefit of
the former class that we submiy the follow-
ing comments, and not, be & understood,
with the slightest intention ofke oaying the |
wirolly ¢itous tugk of futerposing a
defence of these justly celebrated institu-
tions of learning. We quote: *“*Yale and
Harvard have hardly had the honor of send-
ing forth a single representative of the high-
est cluss in any department of thought or
action, Thelr purt is, at hest, but second
rate, Let us see!l”

To begin with, we will take the depart-
ment of history and of historical Investiga-
tion. In this connection, the name that
presents itsell fivst to every American is, of
conrse, George Baneroft. ‘Thisis the name
of . man hardly less eminent as a states-
man than a8 an historian. Whether as
member of the Cabinet at Washington, us
Minister to England, or as at present, to Ger-
many, the foremost State of Europe, or as the
great historian, he has couferred imperisha-
ble luster on the American name.  IHe is, of
course, a graduate of Hovvard, Could not
Ameriea have better sparved a score of
Frank Plerces than one Geo, Buncroft?

A graduate of Harvard Is, also, John
Lothrop Motley, the cminent historian of
the Dateh Republic and of the United
Netherlands,  For graphic deseription, he |
Is the equal of Macaunley; for comprehen-
give discernment and careful statement, he
I8 not surpassed by Hallomy vhile, by rea-
son of his Catholic sympathies, his geners
ous enthusinsm, his intuitive perception of
the tendencies of events, he is at the hewl
Jacile princeps, of the historians of the age.

Of Harvard, too, is Wm. I Prescott, fif-
teen of whose solid, instruetive, volumes
enrich the library of our sState Uniuersity.

Bumuel Elliot, the clear-headed, far-
slghted historian of Liberty, is also from
Harvyard, John G, Jalfrey, the able and

candid historlan.of New England, i one of
her sons, Jared Sparks, whose untiring
research hag collected and collaborated
most of the muterials of American history,
is not only a graduate of Harvard, but one
of her former Presidents, Francis Parke
man was of Harvard, while Richard Hil-
dreth, Cooper and others were of Yale,

Not ore eminent American historian
from any of the lesser colleges so much
lnuded by our author! Sarely here was o
strange oversight, indeed, iu one who, was
estimating candidly the comparative merits
of different Institutions! “Yet Yale and
Harvard have hardly had the honor of
sending forth a single representative of the
highest class in any department of thought or
action!™

Let us try again! We are correctly in-
formed by the writer that Jefferson, Mad-
ison, Hamilton, Benton, Buchanan and
Taney were not of Yale or Harvard, while
he seems quite oblivions of the fact that
Samuel Advans, Jas, Otis, Jos. Warren, the |
two Presidents, John and John Quincy

Channing and a host of others are indis-
putably of Yale or Harvard,

Indeed, in looking through Sprague’s
St Annnls of the American Pulpit,” Vol, I1,,
wg found that of the one hundred and
torty-one Congregational ministers whose
blographies are there giveun, seventy-six
are of Harvard and Yale, and ounly sixty
from all other collieges combined!

Ju the department of magazine literangre,
Dr. Holland, an Amherst man, seems to
our author, par eccollence, the leading rep-
resentative,

Gladly do we recognize, so far as we may,
his peculing merits. The stream of his
thought is shallow indeed, but it is usually
pure and sweet, He has written much that
is good, . even if rather common-plnce;
about life, manners and morals, A strong
yor deep independent thinker, he is not.
Who would think of comparing him to that
peerless critie, scholar, essayist and poet,
Prof. Lowell? or to that great master of
pure and wigorous English, Col. Higgin-
son ¥ or to that most genial, witty and hu-

Adams, Judge Story, Edward Everett,
Robert €. Winthrep, Presidents Felte

Walker and Hill, xd libitum, were wii of
Harvard; while of Yule were (‘‘of thosg

who are dtsml“) Chancellor Kent, tulhy *

_the two T
try, Wo nnd Wo m-wem -
wards, Dwight, &e. e
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The author should have borae in wm i

that, of the men he mentions; (of those
who are dead) only two were from the
sume institution, while altogether, their
number is not equal to the number of
those, certainly not less eminent, from
Harvard alone,

Lot us look o little fusther, Our govern~
ment in casting about pmong the great and
powertul legal minds of our country for
those best qualified to present our cluims
for damageg before the high court of arbi-

| “lyrics ring and sparkle like cutaructs of
L gflver,”  the

morous of essayists, as well ng poet, whose

fascinating, chamiing Dr,
Holines? or to the graceful ana facile
Donadd G, Mitchell ? or to Emerson, Aleott,
Hude, Whelds  Howglls, Story, the Adawses,
and others, the udliors and most of the con-
mmuokaf he great magazines of the
constry—the New Englander, the North
Ameriean, the Atlantic—all from Yale or
Haryavd ¥

To embellish his list of names, our nuthor

find her fivst graduate! Ic becomes a
writer to be careful in his assertions in
regard to facts! Now then, to the questisn,
what has she done? Iz she indeed, as Tu-
plied by our author, a mere mushroom,
filling a large space with little substance,
or is her growth a substantial one; her
work golid, enrnest, enduring ¥ Even with
her comparative youth, remembering tlat
her oldest graduate i8 yet in the prime or
life, i it true, as our author nsserts, that
her graduates are excluded from ““the
pulpits, the professorial chalvs,” and other
responsible pogitions, ““that they are led sud
fell by men more happily moulded?”
Looking over into the State of Iowa, we
find her flourishing Agricultural College
presided over by a graduate of Michigan,
President A. 8. Welch, an accomplished
scholar and an author of no mean reputa-
tion,

T, B, Cuming, Governor of Nelnuska in
1858, is one of her graduates, also, ke
Prosident of th&Ohio Female College, Dr.

jeal College, Dr. Johngon; Governor
May, of Michigan; O, P, Stearng, United
States Senator ; Congressman Phelps ; Cons
gressman Becker; Goy. Hinsdale, of Col-
orado: the President of Fiske University.
Besides Sese, dfty-five of her graduates are
occupying professdrial chudes fn MfGrent
colleges and universities, from Maiue te
Californ Hundreds of her young men
ure lillllt responsible pogitions, ns Sclioal

and East, Prof, Watson, a mewmber of the

has  added those of Henry Clay, John
Marghall and Chancellor Kent,
have added, though this was not to his
purpose, that neither Marshall nor Clay
was of any institution, while Chancellor
Kent, ng we have said, was of Yale,

But pechaps, after all, it is the Michigun

tration at Geneva, selected Chas, Franels |
Adams, Caleb Cushing, Geo. T. Curtis, of |
Massachusetts ; J. Bancroft Davis, W, M,
Evarts, of New York, Of these eminent
men, all but one, Mr. Evarts, are graduates
of Marvard, and he received his LL. B.
after a three years course in the Harvard
Law School, having previously recelved
his A. B, at Yale. Harvard and Yale wlone
then, it seemg, in the estimation of our goy-

|
: \ two Parsons, whose works ure

ernment, could produce men, ficted by their
training, their scholarly attulnments and
Igem-ml ability, to cope suceessfully with
[the great minds formed by Oxford and
Cambridge.

T'o these names of Harvard men, eminent
among lawyers, might be added those of the
indispen~
ble adjunct of every lawyer's library s of
Theodore W. Dwight, of the Danas, the
Quinceys, and—but we forbear sinee an
end must be made somewhere,

1u the Department of Divinity, the great
names, such as Edwards, and Dwight and

University, whose celebrity appears to onur
anthor so ridiculously disproportionced to
1= meorits,

Again, we quote: *“We have never
learned the name of & slagle graduate of
that institution by reason of anything he
has done, although it has been graduating
men for more than thirty years!”™ Our
author, albeit he knows nothing of the
graduvates of Michigan University, ought to
have known that the last assertion s incor-
rect. So grave an error, upon so important
a point, i8 hardiy excusable, He shonld
have known - that Michigan University
never had a president or a distinetive officer
or a substantive existence at Ann Arbor
until 1850, twenty-two years ago! From
1850 dates the real history of that institu-
tlon, It is true, that the nuclens of the
present great University was formed by the

then existing in different parts of the State ;
but even though we call these schools, one
or ull of them, the Michigan University,
we have only to go beck to the year 1845,

Clark, und Thompson, Btorrs, Hedge and

twenty-seven years ago, not “‘over thirty," o

e should |

union at that time of two or three schools |

National Academy of Seience, is generally
regarded n< the leading astronofuer of this
country, He is author of a powerful astron-
omical worlk, accepted a3 an authovity on
that work. Profs, Evang, Adams and
others are writers of a national reputation,
as every reader knows,

It is impossible here, in our limiced space,.
to make anything like an adeqguate show-
ing of what Michigan has accomplished.
Suflice it that not only has she far surpassed
any other institution in the West, but she
is threatening to take the lnurels from Yale
and Harvard, Why is it that Michigan has
fdone so well and so much in so briet &
time? 'T'he reason is quite obvious. From
the firgt, under the guidance of the wise
and philesophical Dr. Tappan, ghe took
browd, high and eatholie ground. Hiwself
and the remarkable faculty whieh he culled
aronnd him, chanced to be, as no faeulty
evor were before, emancipated frony many
of the narvow and exclusive dogmatiswes of
the past, and to entertain somewhat off o
profound idepr as to what n Universily
should be, in order to be adapted to the
American people, to American needs, and
to our own times, They were men broad-
minded enough, without ignoring, to wed
independently of the cducational expevi-
ence of Europe and the pust, and to bulld
for the present and future. On the yery
threshold they set aside the absurd prags

Donelson the President of Chicago Meg- ~ b=
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