. }

THE NEBRAS

You. VII. Nc. 86,

r

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA, LINCOLN, JUNE b, 1806,

Price 5 Cenrs,

COMMENCEMENT ORATION

“The Education Which Our
Country Needs.' Presideant
Northrop of Minnesota.

More than sixty years ago Bdwand
Fverett in an address ot Yale Oollvge
desceribed most felicitions1y the spiril
andd purposes of an occasion ke tlis,
He said;

“The grent avility of oceastons Fke
this, and of the addresses they dirsw
forth, Ix not to impart stoves of fnfor-
mation, mborionsly collected; not o
bronch new systems, regqulving cope
fully  waefigthted arguments for their
defepce, or o wmdvitgde  of  wiell ar-
raigred facts for theiv Hasteation,. We
meet At these Hierary festivals w pro-
mote Kind feeling: to  impart  new
strength to good purposes; bo enkin-
dle and animate the spirit of Jnproves
ment ine ourselves and  others. We
lemve our closers, onr offices, and oup
ptindies, to meet and salite each other
in these ploasant patlis; o prevent ihe
divenging walks of life from wholly
extranging those from each ather who
were kitnd friends at the ontset: to pay
our homage 1o the  venerated (o hiers.
who honor winlh theire s es the e
turn of these aeademie festivils and
those of s who ore no longer yvoung,
1o make segquaintance with e ardent
and ingenmons who nre following after
us,  Phe preparation for an oceasion
ke this is in the heart, oot in the
head: 11 is in the attachments formed,
and the feeiines inspived, in the bright
morning of life. Our prepamtion is
in the elassic ntmosphere of the place,
in the tranguility of the academic
grove, in the unoWending peace of the
occasion, in the open countenanee of
long-parted as=wintes, joyous at meet-
ing, and in the kind oand indulgent
smile of the favoring throng. which
bestows its animating nttendance on
our humble exorcises.”

Mr. Bverett chiose as his topie on the
ovonsion referred to, “The Nature and
| of quméou. as ‘the Great

. : ving the
y e

- petrlary on the cnanges which
we come in the last half century
that todey while 1 ndmit all that Mr,
Pverett olnimed for eduation in the

olden time, 1 ask your attention to a |

subject. which distinetly bmpiies that
ediuitiom no longrer ix amd po longer
shonikl be thie sune for all—even for
all who are found in the same college,

[ shall offer nio apology for speaking
to you upan o plain and practical swb-
ject—the Ddueation which our Coun-
ey needs. | emgpihasize in this sub-
ject the expression which our Conntry
neads.

1 believe that diffevent peoples ve-
quive  different  edoeation—and that
the samwe peophe may requive different
edneation at different stages of their
development, There are peenlinr con-
ditions both of popalation and of de
velopment in tlis country, which jus-
tify departures in edicgtion from the
lines of work which may be the most
desirable in some other countries, |
nead mention only two or three,

S First:  Owe population is not homo-
neous. It i not changed merely
rom time to time by the death of the
fathers and the gueccession of the chil-
dren, but on the contrary it is con-
gtantly recelving aceessions in darge
pubers from  other  conntries il
moes, and other civiliations, :

Second: Our people are all egual in

litlenl rwights and politionl power,
t is as necessury for the day Inborer
to know what s best for the conntry
as 1t s for the man of any other posi-
thon, In many countries political pow-
or 18 vested o a Tew, nnd only these
few have anything to say 4s 1o nation-
al policy. Practically it makes no dif-
ference whatever to them whethor the
milfons know anything about politi-
el sclence, history, sockology or ol
They are simply to trewd in tlve stops
of their fathers, nnd the king and o
bility take vare of dthe state. Bt wiih
us this is all chamged. The power ix
with the people.  Loegislntion will be
determined ultimutely by the people.
11 the people are intolligent and wise,
there will be consisteney and contin-
wity in legislation, but if the people
are not ot and wise, they will
' nohe one yens sgainst

an
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fic to reverse their former
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and our population is excesd
movable. Not only is there a
miovement from the old stated
the wew ones, tmt there is an Imdqi-

Leonntry s inhabited by people among

the |tihat onr collepes and u niversities were

Comparntively a small the

nred  of
whom can be found three generations
of the same blood In the shnwe place,
Rireklessiess e ohange are onre s
ent chamoteristios, Wihat we shall o
next s uneertain, When o Tamily's
desting is practically setided ot bieth
You oan eduente them for thelr work
necording to establshed rides of train-
imge It is easy to do thils in many
thilelely sevtled poanis of Europe w here
penemation after generation from fnthe
s Lo son the oocapations are the samee,
Bt when as In this eowmory the ohils
dren of o family ore destined to be
sentbonasd, and each ¢hild may in the
vourse of his life live in o dozen dif¥er
ent gendhes of civilization, and guite
prataibly pursoe o doren differént om-
ploymeiis, from  sehool

. keeping  in
New Engload to ronning o cnttle
Eiimh e sonthern Californin—the

conditions nre sedionsly changed-—and
the problem how to harmonize this
Ceversmioving poplation with its eon-
stantly changing environments, ol to
dssimilte 1 with the steady influx
of o purely  forelgn  element  from
eveiry ok com under  heaven, becomes
e diVictult amd morve discouraging.
It i mt onee seen that it is going to
fothar Hrnes, to ke This avixed s,
the splendid people that  shall oli-

meptely oconpy this conptey and Hyo
vrestlolly and  peacefully  with ‘their
kinsfolk amd acquaintanees in  that

part of the country in which they have
Iswvesny born. ke |-inu W Ll antepesits
amd promoting the works In which
their futhers before them have beon
aclively engaged,

The situntion, s may be seen, i not
an fdeal one. There is o tremendous
wiste of foree in all directions: and
mot o MHitle of the edueationa]l work
done under these conditions i= like the
trnining of a sportsman, who, having
firexl nt o calf, svpposing it to be a
deer, and having failed to hit i, ex-

lined his lack of skill by saying that
e fired 2o as to Wkt it if it were o deer
and miss i i it were a call, Quite fre-
quently it is a calf, and perhaps it is
fortunsite that we miss it as often ns
we do,

Mhis very hasty sketch of the shifit-
ing elaments of our country qu::'l:

numbers of our | le must be and
is exceedingly superficinl, We are an
ingenions people, an inventive peaple,
i people wilth wonderful aduptability.
Rut there are altogether too  muny
jacks of ol trades nnd good ot none.
Our mervhanie anms, our agricolinre,
onr business intereste of overy Kind
have suffered froan being undertaken
by men with no adeguate trninig for
fihelr work, I'he l'ltil‘ulll-}.“h kl\hi\tmlu-.-
of his husimess possessidl by the artl-
Psavn of Germany, womld put our Xaneri-
Loan nmtisans 1o the Biosh, if they hadd
[not long ago got past binshing,  The
Germans are trained for years to do
what men in this countey will nnder
tuke to do after peting os o helper for
a few weeks, Thiz results from our
frecdom wheh lets men o whaiever
they think they enn do whether they
are qualifisd for oo not. A for
sponding years to learn o trade  or
husiness when one ean et just as
Prood wigres i he has merely lewrned
[ smttering of the bisiness, the
Amerienn is mot sneh o fool ag to do
that.  In brief, oue whole system of in-
dustey is wostefnl,  Worle thist showwid
e d«'mn- onee for nll, is done over a
dozen times beeaise never done as it
onght to be, and as it would be if every
man I every oocupation wene nol 5o
froe, ot were requined to Know thor-
oughly the trade or profession which
he undertakes to follow,

[ sppose there  has bheen  enough
monev wagted on tryving 1o gpet milk
trom beel cattle and to make bheef of
milk eattle, to pay off our natioml
debt—all feoam  lgnoranes—an © ignor-
apee only equabed by that of the Indy
who kept poubtrey and wondered how
H owas that with ten hens she only got
one e o diy, Nine of her hens were
roosters, Wi cannot e relied on o
luy with regalarity.

There & today a demand for edn-
pated men in o multitude of occupn-
tlang the Tormerly had no existence
or were condueted by wnedueatied men,
The whole wonld of lnbor is to be #n-
gaged in the applieation of sclentific
prinviples to mwechanics or 10 parrionls
tpe, to teansportation, to sociad life
or munielpal  Hfe—The  hivphazzord
method of doing thimgs by miess has
pot 1o gtop—and the lnws of nwture ave
to be applied to nearly every thing
fhat fvites hyeman Inhor—our ednea-
tion must it men for all these varied
oveupntions—for which in the olen
time there was no eall o fit any one.
The situation of iteell wonld require a
ln-wrlrn’ﬂm\ im the mﬂ{: of our ednen-
tiomal work, Omr whole countiry wonld
he Indigmant if any one shoukl sy
thit we hud not made grent RS
in eduention in the Tost hall cenbury:

no hetter than those of fifty years
ago: thet onr schools were nok
Wirger amd  hetter * work than the

gystem of edueation didt not really ed- |1
aeater and 1 think that the indigna-
ton of the country at soch n state- |1
ment would be jost,

Yeu | do not by uny moans believe
that we have reselwsd an educational
miltenniuvm. I any coll
uny tencher of a pubgde school contem-
plates witih perfect satisfaction the re- | o
silts of the troiving given to the aver-
nge student, adl 1 have to say is that

For myseif, 1 frankly ndmit  Ahat,
while guiding nn educationml inshiue
tion in the best way | can, so as to

from which it denws its Hife, and so as
o keep it at lenst, from being left
high and dry on thd shore, while the
rest  of the educational world salies |i
i thal we wve Tveaded for the vight
port, that we ae using the best forces
In the best way, or that we are likely
to be entirely satigfied with the re-
sults when our voyauge is ended,

Cution is not perfect, 1 am for Trom
thinking that most of the evils In our
sountry are to be charged to defects |4
in our wineantional syStem,
evils which woula exist  ungler
pre - ab conditioms—no  matter  what |«
might be our theory or plan of eduo-
cation--but they are also evilk wiiceh
I am sure our echaenitional worlk, faith-
filly contined, Wil remove,

It has been customary to divide lit-
eraiire into two kinds—the literature
of  knowledge d the Hterature of
power. 1 would vide educntion in
the same way, BEvery one who knows
wnything about the matter, will admit
that in respeet to  the amount ol
knowledge imp a, our institutions
of lenrning are ¥ parably superior
o those of former times, The sciences
ure practicably the product of  Uhe
present centurysand the thorough and
systematic teaching of the sciences has
been possible,

generation.  History and literatore
were never tdught as they are today
until comparatively a few years ago.
Other branches of lewrning might be
named of whith the sume coulkd be
said. The ‘when he completes
'y Kknows a t

knew fifty yenrs ago. Bot how is it
in respeet 10 power—in respeet to real |
intellectual vigor and the ability to im-

press others with his  ddeas amd 1o
guide the thought ol the age.  Jomnes
T, Pieki, the great publisher, the

friend of authors and scholars ol 1o
mean anthor and scholar himself, sald
some vears ago, that no man of very
marked power  hoad gradugted feom
uny colleges of dhe vorntry since 1554,
All the eminent Amertonn anthors like
Emerson,  Hawthorne, Longfellow,
| vl el "l‘!l'int‘k, reeedi] this dead
fine of 1855, Yule Nfl'lnm'. s thie hons
or to have thiree of its graduntes at the
present thme on the beneh of the su-
preme court of the United States,
They have nll been sppointed in recent
years, nidd they were all worthy of ap-
pointment; but they were all in col
lege  before 1555, und the lavesty o
wreniduate was in 1858,

The Venezneln commission appoint-
wil by 'resident Cleaveland, was com-
posedl  of five distinguished citizens,
shiee of wham are graduntes of Yale
college—Gilman, Wihive and  Proeswer;
all three were in college before 1555,
Waus Mr. Field's dietum coreet, that
the nge of develaped power in colleges
ended, so far as appears, in 18557

Even I the ddetnm were trie, it need
not Hll wus with akem, What Me,
| 1-1-'.|]uu-in-lll.\' Inmented, 1 suppose,
wius the disappearinee of the eroative
power us represented in orwtory, po-
etry, nmdl prose liternture.  Buat men
write and think as clearly now ns they
evar did, The country needs tuwday
good many things more than it neads
a great poet, 1 say ¥Eoeven ot the risk
of being cilbed o Philistinve. What this
nge peeds is knowledge, What this
e wants b0 use for s own advanee-
ment to the highest civilizntion is
knowledge, What tihis age, therefore,
im trving to get in knowledge—knowl-
mlge not for a fuvored cluss, ot for
the world—every miportant fact and
principle discoversd—to e used for
the good of the race, .

It is not, therelore, necessarily dis-
counraging if we are compelled to nd-
mit that in our efforts to hroaden the
field of study and ‘to satisfy the very
general demand of the age for a more
practios] adveation, Thére seems to
have been o certain loss of to
the individnal student. Tt is more in
the seeming than in reality: more in
the method of s appl / thian in
the power itself, and it does not by
any means follow that there is in the
ageregate n loss 1o the commndiy.

Modern scholarship, despite its ten-
g:no_v t-:;ﬂ specinlizing, 1s no longer a

ep W naTow  shream m
mf',wﬂﬂun‘ before it in it welbworn
chamnel; it i& rotther a conntless nim-
her »f streams ever dividing into pew

el nmeeasingely  dveigating aod frocs
otherwise be barren and anfraiviul,

n suge brush desert bear abuasdivongy
¢ offiver or | oviungge and Jomon, prose amd apricot,
g nnd olive, are not as sipEestive

fulling waters
great mill, but they wre not s benifi
he Is easily satisfied, cent in thedr work, and their power,
Judged by
e plicadde power wihiel Wts the sup
from the toots and foreds every hrageh
make it moost servieenble to the state |amd pwig 1o bud and ossom: auddl il
nature ix olothed Tn the gpaumments of
spring. s n silent roree whose moves
ments are anheard, ot whose @ffect fppdes; they contrilyre to his growth

ghinddies wihich
midille ages ondled the teivivam anmd She
Dot while sdmitting that our edu- [ quadriviom, woere grammor, logice wiwl
rhetorie, the triple sway to eloguende;
el

ed nogreat
which the presend age regiires,
stndent
enn what will contribute most
own suecess in Hfe,

ments are served

ittle power, are pevertheless forever
ifying brond territovies that wonkd

The irrignting ditehes that can make

i power as Yae nolsy streny, whose
turn the wheels of i

results, = not Jess, Tihint

nolanslooming the workl of naftvrs,

proudly on, 1 am fat from being cer- |all the hirricanes in the universe chne-
ot equnil,
BN TIONN MOUS s,

1"owes and noise are ool

You rememibwer that the seven Hiberad
the scholiatios of the

writhme e, astronomy, geometry
wd muste, the gundeivial way 1o whai-

They arve |ever ekee in culture wis doenved desir-
out | nble,

Wo have not nbamdomed o singie
ane Of these stindies, but we Tave andid-
variety of other stinlies
Fvery
N8 he
to his

must choose as wWihsels

When an intitietion provides insioone-

thon in every department that can ron-
sonahly be desired, there is no antag-
onism ereated between the old eduea-
tlon amd the new,

otth wre preovided,
von take your vhoiee,  the  refrash-
on  the Evropean
plan,  1I you wan't te aftain te wlo-
guence, the old path is open to yon
with the foor-murks of many genera-
tions still vigible, On the other hand,
in every well endowed university, the

Jittle more than a | singde subject of biology, snimal wnd
plant life, i o broadly and minntely

atirdied, thar it might easily  occapy
the nnddivided attention of the stodent
for nhe whaole four years of college life,
and the student might gradhonte an ae-

curnte observer of natore, o master of

the seientific method of Inv it

ciples of eloquence, nnsd no power in
s proctice. Here, doubtless, woukl
ot loss, ot Indecd withoot great
gain, bt u loss if cloguence is to be

Biut the world for half a century has

parlinment today disenss  the  buadged

in congress,

abont the effeet of takin

little neconnt.
a matiter of feeling nnd emotion.
o practical motier

by the patient stodent of statisthos i
the field of politieal science,
Ciettvsbrg-—n

pellueid  streamy

cure what e snld.

followed Everett with »

ism, and todny thouswnds of Ameri

1ell what he said,

ever cvhoice anil elegnnt,

It shows what man has done,

or cofrse, n gentleman or A boor
Glndmo:awe of ﬂnl’?mdm in sy "
or out sympithy w mankdn
mﬂ lHatener to the voiees of W
uby, antl hnermony, and art, an
toire wihich is the art of God, or
sible to everything wh
not see mor his hand.
We must not

achools of former times: nwd that our

sl smaller ones, and ever
for themselves new
these stresms though may

peghrdind as the ehief end of education.

censel 1o regurd eloguence as the dhied
fhing to be desived even In o states-
man, and much less in a seholar. Chat-
ham and Porke no longer thunder in
the Dritish  paclisment, but men in

and home role as practionl questions
very mieh as they would chscuss the
vadue of different breeds of oatitle, or
of rotation of erops, Facts have laken
the pluce of tropes, and common sense
fills wp the void eveated by the depat-
ture of Greek amd Latin quotitions.
The rhetorician s at o disconnt even
The man who can tell ull
the taciff
off wool and putting a tariff on hides,
of making lumber free and of pultting
o duty on conl, who ean luy doswn any
one principle of finance which will be
wecepted as troe by both the gold and
the silver men of the country, mﬂhi?:
the man for the times, while the :
quent declaimer on the abstract vights [ ™0 can wfford to uee their
nnd wrongs of capital and Tabor, is of
Legisiation is mo longer
It is
comning  home o
men's business amd bosoms, and to he
decided lrgely by evidence gathered

Edwnrd Everstt spoke two hours at
of
clussical elogoence—and mot fifty men
in the country today either know or
Abrahom Lineoln
speedh of
three minures, a plain statement. of
facts appealing to the highest patriot-

coans, from the ehild in sehool to the
aldd man in the chiminey dornor, ocan
The worid has ceas-
od to care much for mere words, how-

Muacanlay’s catalogue of the nohieve-
ments of modern learing is ins -

t It
does not toueh the guestion ns to whel
man is o be. Is he to be sweet or bit-|
ter in his temper? Is he to be veflmed

ioh his cye can |
of these

which bread and butter do not cons
treile,  We want to namke homen life
comfortable. We want to save men, {
possible, from hunger and cold and
misery. Bot we do uot, want te reduce
wnlversal homan existence 1o a dead
level of mere comfortable anbimal Wie
Ax Lasr well says:  “Allow not naty
more than natute needs:; mwan's
is cheap aa beast's,"”

There Is something to wan besides
Bodiv,  The mind, the soul, is frself o
be cultivnted. Taste is to be refined
and gmatified,  Musie, art, lerature,
none of these do for mmn winwt food
does, but they oreate and dilreot faes

51X
renching

longings, aspivations, apbl-
and perfection and  happiness, and
they mugt never be excluded from oar
system of educntion as  things not
needed. Ol Homer with his divine
epte, and  his  words W echo the
voices of nature in the most entimne-
ing way, is as refining in his influence
as ever; the Greek tragedies are as
grand as ever. Viegil is as delightiu
Shakespeare is as thousand-zonled, Mg
of these if permitted to do el
Imate work for the student, will do for
him something that the mere edneas
tion of knowledge cannot v,

The glory of onr modern education
s its adaptation to the wanlts nl onoe ~
of the race and of tlwe individual, It

provides  Jor  both the material nnd

spivitual wants of the stadent, 1t does .
not reject poetry and  literature be- .
enuse demistey and physies sre mote ~
lmportant; nor does it reject science
becnnse  liternture  gives a different
kind of culture or a better cultare, Tt
furnishes whatever will help man to
do the best work, and also wihatever
will hedp him to be the best man. Anodk
thui hﬂt]lll‘l whit s needed. This pro-
vision for both culture and knowldige
is today the most murked fearure of &
university life in this mun-tr,\u'l‘. Haie- F.
vard has in some respects taken tihve ©
lead; John Hopkins was the !
and the other universities willingly or
unwillingly, huve Tollwwed, ven ven-
erable old Oxford, where tradition has
8¢ long been the law, has now,

ing to a recent writer, fallen into the
Thamale. . ol e smogted '

¢ ol idea of" & Hoeral )
mwultdtede of narrow ]

gohools, Tor mﬁhﬂ!ﬂ%
and starving e intellec

education may  have beew
Adeds This writelf, but ot lodst it
edeation and not nn l

-

fIln all of ouwr un bos of tod v
o student if he wishes an edos
can still get it ‘or if he wishes 5
this wirlter calls lan apprenticeship -
can get tha, is thie best

thon which ﬂt_s“g m:a,n You Lee g
usefciness.  No man s likely to

=] . 3
curntely nml e -
mueh ﬁp r

very usefol wllo'm#

h'mw- v ot d ng . it > b
mind. In elther case
comtrolling comsidemltion, e

mepaly as an objech Tesson of M
s
N
o who eanmot nﬁ‘l‘m 3

: -T{f-uuu l:eq:n?m'- water :
or g B, v o b

oot e i
condittons prodineed by him
eannol, bave both onlture ol
cal skill in our plosober, W us by @
meany have that which ie dres 0

. | bis doing well the thi e
o o, The  sarre NS |

—

tent gemeral ¢
wtudenit Afor cultore

of practical siende.




