vs Daitlasar, calied
Saracee (he Grecians,

jemel over Ethiopla He
was biod dat comely, simple
! mind una genervus of bearl

im the third sear of his relgn
which was the twenty-second
of kis age. he went to visit
KBaiki aeen of Sheba, ac
cur-ranied by » mage Sem-
bobitis znd by the eunuch
MenlirTa He bad a traln of
wrwent § e crmels, with
damal = wf innamoen, m_\rrh.
eid powder and elepbants’
tusks. Wilie they were jour

neying Sembobitis would teach
Malibhssar the influence of the

T iriwes of stones, and
Moukira vrould sing Hiurgic songs to him;
% e s lsteming (o them, being all in
. o lowicimg a3t the little jackals who
e aifh ealfs rect, on the sandy
™

e tre s of twelve long days
sa - ' « i ms 1 Tt & swest
1 1 ' they soam zazed upon the
cxrdims which surrounded the town of Sheba
L] re whi were
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kis, “hew Qhes prepare dried ‘rults In Ethi
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The king did uot know what to szay- bat
abe ey Lim .

“Tell ave. mow, If yjou would pleass me”

Then, wici sregl «Fart of mmemorsy, be
dencribed thes practise of Ethioplan makers of
sweeds, whicrt copsinted of stew ng gualares
o Bacepe o Sl she was oot listening to him
Then, adl « = sildeu

‘My & ihey =ay 1hsat m are ia love
with GQuesn “andare. your neighbvor Tell me
traly. » ‘airer of face than 1™

LN > ., bow could et be""—and
Befthisor 4« , on 8 Bz 21 takis feed
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*h into the
1 langhing a

nin 3 r had supper with
juesn of Sh 1 Irsnk palm wine
i is during tl T,
i e 15 1 =0 fair of I
-
(N7 Canadac is ble-K”™ answered Bal-
. 7
glaneed al Balthasar and said:
One can be hlack and comnely.
HMaikis'” exclalmed the king. >
He conld say no more. Seizing her in his
w1 brae 1w held the queen’s forehead Deneath
fres HBut he =aw that she was weeping.
Then ipoke to her In a low, caressiug,
Hghtly singing volee, 2as a nurse would (o her
t . snd bhe ecalled her his Hitie flower and
bis lirtle star
Why dost thou weep?” sald he, “and
what must | do that thou mavest weep no
mor«? !f thou hast any wish, tell it me, and

1 shall do even as thou wishest”

She had ceased weeping, and now she was
in a dreamy mood. For a long time he pressed
ber to tell him her wish.

At last she said:

“I wish to {ee]l fear.”

As Dalthasar did not seem to understand,
she explained to him that for a long time she
had been wishing to be exposed to some un-
known danger but that she could not. because
both the men and the zods of Sheba were
waliching over her.

“And yer” she adde] with a sigh, “I should
sc like ‘o0 fecl, dquring the night, the coid and
dedightful thrill of fear go through my flesh!
I should so like to feel my hair siand on end!
Ok! how delightful it would be 10 be afraid!™

She threw hoer arms round the neck of the
blzel: %ing and said, in the volce of a beseech-
ing child:

“Hoere is night coming down upon us. Let
as both go thromgh the town in disguise. Will
you aot come T

He assenied and she, rupning to the win-
dow, looksd through the latiice into the vublie
sSquare.

“There is a

“Ivingz

b ZEAr =
against

Bile Saia,

wall of the palace
him your elothes

him to give vou,

i 2 his turban
cumel’s hair and the
COar ecloth which gir
iles  his  loins. Make
ha=ie while 1 get ready.”
And she ran it of
huannu hall, eclap

1w hands for jov
Balthasar tock off his
tunic made of fine linen
ard all embroidered with
with zold, and tied the
bezzar's cloth round his
He looked a true

The queen soon
reappeared in the seam-
less hilue gown of the

poor vomen who worked
in the

“Let us

fields,

she said,
amd led Balthasar
through mnarrow lobbies
down to a small gate

o
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The night was dark
and Balkis looked quite
small in the darkness

She took Balthasar to
one of those drinking
dens where porters abaout
town to assemble.
They sat down toa table
and they could see, by
dim light of an ill-smell-
ing lamp, through the thick atmosphere of the
pluce, reeking brutes fighting with fists or
+mnives for a eup of fermented drink, while
others slept, with closed fists, under the tables,

Balkis, perceiving some salt fish hanging
from the rafters of the roof, said to her com-

used

nanion:

“1 should like to eat of that salt fish with
pounded onions.”

Balthasar ordered the dish, but when she
had finished eating, he discovered that he had
taken no money with him. He took little con-
cern and thounght they could go out without
parving. But the innkeeper barred their way,

calling him a slave and ealling her a donkey,

at which Balthasar knocked him down with
his fist. Some of the men, with uplifted
knives, rushed upon the two stranzers. But

the black king, seizing hold of an enormous
pestle used for pounding Egypiian onions,
crushied two of his aggressers and compelled
the others to retreat. He felt Balkis by his
side, which made him iavincible., The friends
of the innkeeper, not daring to approach,
hurled at him, frcm the back of the shop, oll
jars and cups, lighted !amps, and even the
enormous brass pot wherein a whole sheep
was stewing. The pot fell with a crash on
Balthasar's head and split it. He was
stunned for an instant, but, gathering up his
strength, he hurled the pot back with suca
vigor that the weight of it was Increased ten-
fold. The erash of the falling metal was
mingled with horrible groans, and with the
shrieks of the Jdying. Taking advantage ol
the terror of the survivors and fearing lest
Balkis should be hurt, Balthasar toock her in
his arms and ran with her through the dark
and deserted streets.

“l love thee,” whispered the queen.

And now the moon, peeping from behind a
cloud, revealed, in Balkis's halfclosed eyes, a
ray of light damp with tears. They were go-
ing down the dry bed of a torrent. All of a
sudden Balthasar's foot slipped on some moss
and they fell down holding one ancther in a
tight embrace. It seemed to them as If the
world of the living had ceased to exist. And
when at dawn gazelles came to drink from the
hollows of the stones, the Jiwers were stiil
wrapped in oblivion.

At 1} - moment some brigands hap
pened to pass by and saw the two lying on th
121058,

Then ther tied them to
and went along their way

The blac

the tail of a donkey
ith them.

reats of death

at them, but

cold air ol seemed to smile at

soliiudes until
itself
: now langhi brizand
1 her the 1 m why, replied
-hing at the thoucht of having yvou

arren
felt.

chief

she

beauix!™ exclaimed the brigand
is strange talk In the mouth of a
And your black gallant? he
hly heip vou?”

On hearing these Balthasar
was incensed with raga; he threw himself upon
the brigand and squeezed his neck so hard that

nearly strangled him.

- But the brigand stuck his knife into him. and
the poor king, roiling on the ground, looked at
Balkis with eves in which all life soon seemed

to be extinet.

my
chicf, “th=t
scribber
will prot

pots:

insulting words,
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But now there came a biz reoar of armed
horsemen and Balkis saw brave Abner who, at
the head of her guards, his
quean, of whose mysterions he

had heard the day before.
The mage Sembrobitis and Menkera the eu-
nuch who were standing by Abner's side gave

came to rejease

disappearauce

‘a loud cry when they saw their prince Iying mo-

tionless wiih a knife iu his side. They raised
him the utmost eare. Sembrobitis, who
was well versed in mediecal science, saw that
he was still breathinz. He dressed the wound
while Menkera wiped the froth from the king's
lips. Then they tied him on a herse and bore
him gently to the gueen’s palace.

For a space of fifteen Balthasar re-
mained in a state of mad delirinm. He spoke
continualiy of the brass pot and of the moss in

with

days

the torrent bed, and cried out for Balkis. On
the sixtecnth day, having opened his eves, he

saw Sembrobiis and Menkera by his bedside,
il not the queen.

re i3 she? What is she doing?

* eaid Menkera, “she is in private
g with the King of Comagene.”

“I musc see her!™ eried Balthasar.

And he rushed out toward the gqueen’s apart-
ment before ihe old man and the eunuch could
stop him. Whena he came near the bed cham-
ber he saw the king of Comagene coming out of
it, all bodecked with gold and as bright as the
S

Balkis, Iving on a purple bed, with closad
eves, was smiling.

‘Oh Balkis! Oh my own!™ cried Balthasar

She turned a cold and hard gaze on him, and
he saw that she had forgotten evervthinz, and
he reminded her of that night in the torreat bed.

“I really do not know what you mean, my
lord. Palm wiae agrees not with rou. You
mnusi have been a-dreaming.”

She rose to her [eet and the gems in her
gown clashed like hailstones and shone like
lightning.

“My lord.” she said, “now is the time when
my privy council mmust assemble. I have no
leisnre for explaining the dreams of a diseased
brain. Take some rest. Adien!™

Balthasar felt as if he was going to die, but
he made an effort to hide his weakmness from
the wicked woman, and, flylng to his room, he
fainted, his wound having opened again.

see

Iv.

For three weeks he remained insensible, as
if dead, and on the twenty-second day, whem he
came back to life again, he clasped the hand of
Sembobitis, who, together with Menkera, had
been watching over him, and he said, with tears:

“Oh! my friends, how happy you both are!
2ut no! ener -~ no happiness at all in this
werld, and eversthing in it is bad, since love is

an evil and since Balkis is a wicked
woman.”

“To be wise is to be happy.” an-
swered Sembobitis.

“Then 1 will try to be wise,™ said
Ralthaser. “But let us return atonce
to Ethiopia. And, as he had lost all
that he loved, he resolved to devote
himself to wisdom and to become a
mage. He had a tower built, from the
top of which one could see several
kingdoms and the vast expanse of the
heavens. He used to go to its top
every night, there to study the heav-
ens under the direction of the sage
Sembobitis.

“Sembobitis,” he would say., “dost
thou answer on thy head for the ac
curacy of my horcscopes?

And the sage Sembobitis would re-
ply:

"My leord, science is infallible, but
savants are not.”

Balthaser. who had a fine natural
genius, would say:

“Divine truth is the oanly truth, but
it is hidden from us and we seek it in

vain.  And vet 1 have just discovered
a4 new star in the heavens. It is a
beautiful star, which seems as fif it

were living, and, when it scintillates,
it locks like some heavenly eve look-
ing Kkindly down upon men. 1 some-
imagine that the star is
Blessed shall be he

who shall be born under that star!

times even

speaking 1o me.

Y.
|
But it had been nuoised abroad, |
throngh the whole extent of Ethiopia
and through the neighboring king- |

Balthaser was no longer in
Balkis.

When the news reached Sheba, Bal-
kis resented it bitterly. She com-

doms

love with

manded her grand vizier to get every- |

thing readvy for a journey to Ethiopia.
“We shall start this very night,”
= sai¢, “and thou shalt lose thy

head if everything is not ready before |

the sun sinks to rest.”

And vwhen she was alone she burst
into sobhs

“I love Lim and he loves me not!™
she eried in all sincerity.

Then one night Balthasar, who was

on the top of his tower, observing the |
iniraculous star, saw on looking down |
line |
1 along the sands of the desert, |

toward the earth. a long black

wit
Tike

As the

an army of ants,

<ar saw dis

#znd the black horses of the queen's
muargs

he saw her also;
amazingly, and he felt
going te love her again.
hining in the zenith wi

brilliancy. Beneath, Bal

-! ‘.lllrl
rrouhbled
he wa

star v

that

in b
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& SLar.

mall, and she also shone
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Balthasar felt

caravan eame nearer Balthe- |
tinctly the bright scimitars |

and he was|
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r of purple and gold, locked |
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AEAL COUNTRY CLUB

Unigue Organization Where Dues
Are Only $6 a Year.

From Cilay Hilis and Unsanitary R>
vines Came Golf Links Carpeted
With the “Forgiveness of Na-
ture” and a Beauty Spot.

Trenton, Mo.—When a stranger; wha
jinci.lpmajly Ands out that 1f‘f‘t‘mi'
Mo., is a town of some 6,000 :n:mb -
tants, and just a railroad division towi
and agricultural trading point al -h"it'
| hears that there is a countl"_v ;-lun‘wn..li
!.’.ﬂlr links there, he invanah.]} shows
! some astonishment. There is &
’l:'ml impression that golf, l_il-ie a;‘:p‘--_::.a!:_-
| ~itis, is an exclusive affair, tht_:l :
{~al privilege of a pmspt'rrms if it
immpere:] class. There is also » ;ma
I zeneral idea of the cost of members
l.n golf clubs, and the dues alone :
| isuaily prohibitive to people of mi ‘
] ite income. This feature alon: I3
| seeping the enthusiasm of the

| srom taking root with the masses.

Now, golf is not an expensive -.:‘ur‘-.!
!'n itself. It merely has extravagaD
| 3ssociations. It is easily within the
| reach of people of limited means, it
| they will do their own organizing. _\rf-l
‘he Trenton organization iIs a splendid
sxample of this, as well as of civiedin-
provement. The dues are $6 a _\u-:_;_r- -
| not $6 per capita, but $6 for each fam-
[lly. It's a family affair, and as s
most unigquely eajoyable.

From meager material the Trenton -
ites made their country club
mat of buck brush, briars and thi ;
| The clay hills boasted little grass. 1 ha
| view was broken, the ravines unsani-
| tarv, having been used in timoes past

Zon

-

fas a dump ground, and thers was !

Etl@ about the place to prove i ing.
|]t is different now. You may '_.v |
| thousands of miles to find su h 1
| beauty spot. The trees have bheen

| trimmed, the ravines cleaned, the biug
grass, responding quickly to the car?
of mower aml rake, has carpetedd tha
little park iike velvet, and one car

on the steps of the cozy rustic ciub

| hoase at the end of a winding
gaze

and on four bends of the river

drawn toward her as | —

if by some irresistible forece. But, |
turning his face from her with a great
effort and 1 ng up his eves, he saw |

the star again. and the star spoke and
said: -
“Glory to God in the highest,

peace on earth to men of good
“Take 1 a measure 1

sweet King Balth
and I shall Jead the
has just been born in a stable betwee
a doni

“For that

v and an ox.

Child is the King of

Kings. and he will comfort those who

comforted.

LTS
Balthasar,

to be
“He calls thee, -
mind is = 18 dark as thy visage, but
whose heart is the
heart of a child
“He has chosen thee because

wish

whose

simn)
simple,

EVen as

thon

hast sullered, and he will give thee
riches, joy and love.

“He will say to thee: be pocr and
rejoice in thy poverty, for that is in-
deed true riches. He will say: true
joy lies in the renunciation of joy;
love me and love men becaunse of me
for 1 am the only true love.”

At these words peace divine shone

like a bright light on the dark face
of the King.
Queen Balkis, looking up toward

Balthasar, knew that no love for her
could fill that heart now full of love
divine, and, turning, she ardered her
caravan back to Sheba.

When the star ceased (o speak the
king and his two companions came
down from the tower, and having pro-
cured a measure of myrrh, they form-
ed a caravan and followed the
which went before them.

One day, being at a place where
three roads met, they saw two kings
who were coming with long irains of
followers. One of them was young
and white of face. He greeted Baltha-
sar and said:

“My name is Gaspar; [ am a king
and 1T am taking a present of gold to
the Child who has been born in Beth-
lehem of Judea.”

The second king also approached. | his body and his soul seek the

He wa2s an old man and his white
beard fowed to his girdle.

“My name is Melchior,” he said. “I
am a king and 1 am taking a present
of [rankincense to the Divine Child
who has come to teach truth to men.”

“lI am going thither also,” said
Balthasar: “1 have vanquished my lust
and therefore did the star speak unto
me.”

“L” eaid Melchoir, “have vanquished
my pride and therefore was 1 called.”

“L” said Gasper, “have vanquished
my cruelty and therefore do 1 go with
you.”

And, io, the star which they saw in
the east went before them till it came
and siood over where the young Child
was.

When they saw the star they re
joiced with exceeding great joy.

And when they were come into the
bouse they saw the young Child with
Mary his mother, and fell down and
worshiped him: and when thev had
opened their treasures they presented
unto him gifts: gold, and framkin-
cense, and myrrh—as it i3 sqid in the
gospel

high. Then she began secking an out-

She smiled at

“Thank you, miss” said he, but

“T do,” said the disabled man. *I

' Not His Kind of Reading

Young Lady Weamt Well, Bur Sport-
ing Man Wi "ol Interested
n Her Sciset one
Threaghe * Aol one 2o
“,__.'m was he hra i -

ated. They said zood-by regreifully
The render radlance of the ziri’'s face
«lightly dimmed when the younz man i
the car, but her dejection was
momentary. Harpituess such as

gained of 1he 2k _ | bers ®mas buoyan! even under the
: # oniling _

well dressed, Pery BOCE in love—ihat | sirain of a few Lours paration.

wxr (he Bmpression giv~i of the Py the fime the trafn was racips

Pl T St oppesite. Al 'be Grand ' past the Fortysecond street station |

teprrsl LIafom the bappy I . Solileat spicits  a3zin saared |

ot for her great joy.
the tired laborer who had to stand.
Next she said “pretty darling” to the
tretiul baby across the aisle. Pres-
ently she turned her attention to the
man opposite. He had an evening pa-
per and was trying with his one avail-
able hand to turn the pages. She
leaned forward sympathetically.

“Can’t 1 help you?" she said.

Witkout walting for a reply she
tonk the paper, deflly straightened out
the peges aad handed ‘it back

even though he held the paper at the
proper reading angle it was noticed
that he did not read.

At One Hundred and Sixteenth
stree the girl left the car. Then the
man with the injured arm began to
rattle the paper once -more. That
time another passenger who had been
interested in the little pantomime vol-
unteered assistance. .

“Let me help you,™ he said. “Per-
haps you want to turn to a particular

page™ ;

was reading a rattling good article
on the sporting page, and was dead
anxious'to get te the end of it, but the
voung lady turned to the fashion page
instead. That, 1 see, contains three
illustrations of wedding gowns and
other articles belonging to a briae's
troussean. ! don’t take inuch inier-
e3t in such things any more, but 1
couldn't hurt her feelings by teliing
her so.”

Bitten.

Starding by tbe entrance of a large

estate in the suburbs of Glasgow are
two huge dogs carved out of granite.

An Engiishman, going by in a hack,
thought he would have some fun with
his Scotch driver.

“How often, Jock, do they feed these
two big dogs?™

“Whenever they bark, sir” was the
straight-faced reply.

Our thoughts are friends or enemi
they are our glory or shame, our ha?
piress or misery, our solace or ge
sirection—summed up they are the

Alpba and Omega of life.—Lee.
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Trenton Country Club’s Home.

Jthreading its way through s,
The n

an initiation fee

1

11 wvith meny econtributions of la
: made the hange
3 the members made’ with

own hands,

tiverside Country club attracts
e attention from strangers thar
hing €lse in Trenton.
- like it
ional limit

There is n
It contains bs
160 families. its

| jpative lumber so put on a wood |

‘that they resemble logs. The slg
the entire house cost but $28.
is a small dancing floor, lockers ¢
taining cooking utensils and golf
mnd some rough furniture. A "
ste firenlace lends cheer on autumn
ngs. Outside are tennis courts
croquet grounds and other means of
-amusement. Here dally crowds of
people find fresh air, recreation for
‘mind and body, communion with pa
| ture and wholesome intercourse. They
|come as families, bringing their m];
Pbers with them or cooking over tha
{ open fire. Those who have them come
in autos, but the majority drive or
walk, for the distance is short. Tha
<oll course is not the longest or iast
est in the state, bat it will compars
favorably with many that are main
i<ined in cities of many times the size

clubs whose dues and fees are 'w‘-
cnd the reach of the average trades.
p:an or mechanie.

That the spirit that prompted 1a
rganization was not wholly ope of
{rivolity may be judged from the intro
ductory page of the handsome i)
vear book published by the clnh.
savs:

]
| ever

The heart of civilized man by inty;:
turns back to Nature. Tired by the
of commerce, restrilned by the tediuy
unstrung by the anxieties .
strenuosities of a life of affairs, his minn
relief af-
sky, thoe

forded by the fresh air, the open
green grass, the trees and the
This human tendency to leave the prison
of traffic and, on occasion, seek the rest
and freedom of God's great out-of-doors
1z the key to the spirit that founded the
Riverside Country Club. =i
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Egg Mystery of Mysteries.

Chicago.—An egg for one thing is a
succession ef bags, bagged up in one
another, a series of envelopes in ope
another, bags and envelopes withoyt
joints, seams or openings. Pugzles
ships built up and full-riggeq in bot:
tles, flies in amber, are simply sim-
plicity itself as puzzles when it comes
to how these bags wrap ome another
up, bag in bag. In a hen's egg thers
are eight or nine or ten of the sacks
ensacked. Everybody thinks he knuw;
what an egg is, and, after weary read-
ing and study in many languages ho
begins to learn that nobody kn;)ws
a tiny fraction of all the world of go.
crets and mysteries hidden in an egg
“As full of meat as an egg” is not the
true comparison, but “as full of mys-
| tery as an egg” is nearer truth. Ezgs
are the greatest puzzle in all nations.

Second Coal 0Qil Johnny,

Pittsburg.—George MeClure, a pa-

perhanger, who achieved notoriety
ago as a discipl -

Oil Johnny,” died the othgre 1;’:? iC!?a al
hospital here. He inherited $20,000
worth of property some ¥ears ago and
quickly turned it into cash. With the
proceeds he loaded a party of friends
on a special train and went to Johns-
town. There he purchased an amuse-
ment resort, closed the place to the
public and., with his friends, made
merry.  The money lasted less than a
week and XMcClure and his party re-
ternsd 1o Pitishur a
oy Stulg in an ordinary day

some Years

e



