pxwre (has one good word o say
for the toad Several govern
meat publicallons Lhave been s
suoed, | am toid telling sbout the
iosd and s pood werk There
is =0 depamtment in nature which
is overiooked by the sclentists of
Socretary of Agricaliore James
Willson's degartment If it Is be
Neved by the caperis that any
Gl ay cumne Lo (Se papple of the United
MSixtrs by the sizdy of the babits of a pertice

ar anieal hat axisal is stodied forthwith
axd stufied carefcly.
in ik lore bimory and in the histors of lo

calitics wiich bard'y can be ciassed as folk
e, fhe frog and the toad freguently have
beea rfosed . suTetlmes s'ufes base been
tald of bug visiiations end i bhas turned out
that e Cvadiag ar=y was cosposed of tonds
The reverss of he stslemes! albvo has been
dumnd o bo Wroe Oz scveral ocogsions
§ Bome yeurs age =a srmy of track bopping
jUmnp londs tuok possession of the gravel road
bed of the Siog: City and PaciSc raflusy. aud
én wnbsukea colums smfles i lecrth, as the
:ﬁ-:ﬂ story bad 2 the loads marched jast the
‘tows of Blecooe, lowa. I is sisted that there
e a5 many mitess is this migh'y army
ksl soliing like 2 sorursts eslimaie of the
tonds could by made The ground was
o be brown 9t the coler of s tisitants

i Cawy wesr such an army of the batrs
ciduns &3 £ s saxid there was ' sould be no
wonder ¥ (Be reddents of the lnfesied distriet
_-cn Lare fearod thet the tuads would divert
thedr course frooe the raliroad lulo The towns,
4o repegl Fharaoh's plagee of the frogs. “When
e vives brought farth frogs abasdsatly
wirs oral oy o e bouses, and into the
bed charbers, and fven opon the beds and
copon the peogie and even Wic 'he Oveus abnd
vinds the baeading troughs ™

Now e load b ot aearly so bandsome 3
being a5 ks ds frog couvis
He sever opuld “awoving
A= e tis pgreescoated
Sy, desgile the fant
st Shokespears jorocisins
‘el bbs wadsbip L & J=»
‘el am Bis head Ugly and
Y Tt e T e bDurd of
;lm wrdes the icad downm,
and ug’y sand semommuoes '
e peopi’s mizd in many
piaces e s to this day, al
Deserh in realily Le rasbs
Twll e bieds &
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one of
uwrmmi? 5y best friemcs As
& muller of fart, 1 is Ny

‘thsd e browssbiot.d ar
-y which ooved withomt
Sassers i slillary array
e ATy aph was on the
ek v mesd (he preat
ey of Nocky Moustsin ks

kelp
&, Phey pertaps wit] peger
ot supone o love them Nt
waud s admitied that o
PULIEAES &7 eruins! the-
_'l\- lowa people wbo sume
Fears age were visited by
‘e toslls had no reasos Lo
arvugele Lo e e, any
ertcgior glstinction or go
oounl of the vishiation for

‘eleastion so Lo do, they bave ‘usugurzted vegi
dabde reigns of Lemor
Vears ago, fe the little Paritan setth ment
Wisdham, Conn. out of which sprang us
uotabie Amirican famiiles perhaps, as
e cone from suy oither coloslal harmier, &
of toads led the PpeOpie o believe
locsis of the last day had been sound
wire a2l summoned, sitters and
winlegs, 1o snswer &l (he bar of Judgnent Tra
he migration which SHrought
‘s fear upoe Lhe prople was one of the frogs
todsy lean rather to the toad
made lithe diffctence 1o
populace witich speries of batra
that brought borror iuto
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w lved in Wind
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Dyer asd EMericin. It may do
nle day 19 say thet! both thess
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poacedful wight s My the

el hewur

h‘-n‘ﬁ‘iwn
not jong
Al widaight they were
the profonsdest slamber, but oo
sound eovid withstand the rour
apon that peacefal hambet in the
of e pight Th.re were Llended (he
a miilion throsis. I was guitural,
horrible, and M camme out of the
of midnight The people of
Jumped frow ther beds panic sirick
; an what odoibes ey could, and
nuked ouldoors, mary bigrog pine torches,
which sts Bitts Feht Loles Iu Ihe lnky biack

rii!!‘ﬁiig'

‘T sizyes were Jrtsiralsd wsibh fexr and
dung 1o the kuees of their masiers The poise
e GO jor an lasani but on the contrar:
: wits ever)

| 4
EDWARD B.CL

Windharm who did not thoroughly accept the Ib-
terpretation were Colonels Dver and Elderkia. In
2 few minuics the light of the torches showed an
immense concourse of toads or frogs, whichever
ther were, bearing down the main sireet of the
town, croaking and “glucking™ like a myriad of
It suddenly struck the people that
it Judgment day was at hand, nothwithstanding
the fact that Colonels Dyer and Elderkin seemed
to have been singled out by the visitors, the day
of sccounting accordiag to the Bible was an all-
embracing affalr, and thereat all the Windham
people started trembiing violeatly.

There zre Mving today a2 good many persons
who are direct descendants of the Colonel Elder-
kin whom the batrachians called to judgment that
until recently
Mrs. Charlotte Perkins Norris, & direct descend-
Mrs. Norris had heard
iuvasion of the village a score of
Lps of her grandmother, who as
2 child was wtaken time after time to see the place
the night disturbers came
days of their deaths Colanels Dver and Elderkin

uight demons.

uight In (hicagro
ant of Colore]

the story of 1he
times from e

from which
Frog

were ulle

if loral Connecticut authorities are 10 be believed,

there has Dot been seen from that day to this
#ither = toad or & frog in the meadow and pond
from: wlbicy started that miduight migration.

To g away, for a moment, from frogs and
toad:. znd in onder to jead back to them again,
let it b sald that out in 1'tah the guil is a care
fully jrotectcs bird. Olive Thorne Miller speaks
of ther, as “great, beautiful, snowy creatures who
ook strnagely out of ploce so far from the 3ea-
shore I Lave been told that these gulls are
sacred! rolected Ly the law and the people of
the w» ostern slate, and [ have also been told that
the eary settlers, the Mormons, believed that the
Lord ks «ut the birds 1o his chesea people.

It &5 ne wender that it wes believed the gulls
Wale wr nlly =enl  Cloeds of grasshoppers had
destroie g 1 ' that early day in manj
of the western territories. They attacked Utah
by the milbion wmillions. Then it was that the

Elderkin

Drer
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OTHING LIKE AN ACCURARTE ESTIMATE COLLD
BE AA0L

COPYRICHT By W.A PATTER

there lived a

To the

Frog Elderkin, ana

lurge

“tangle-legged”
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THERE WERE BLENOED THE NO/SES OF
A MILLIOKN THROARTS

&

Master

grasshoppers,

Euller Spjmiglg-
k‘- il %
il lremendous
sTopping  the

OO polete-ly

Lirds wever belore seen in that
within the¢ memory of man. They came
focks and devoured without
hosts of the enemy, and they
saved the erops from destruction
Now the gulls follow the plains like chickens,
and in Utah at least, it §s =ald that no one
ks any desire (0 ralse his hand agzainst them
What the gull was to Salt Lake region the
tuad war 1o one section of & northwest Texas
iy, some time ggo. There was but a com-
parstively smal! erea of the county vnder cu!-
thation, but the growing things were threat
ened with destruction by 2 bhorde of Rock:
Mountain locusts; then there appeared to the
astouished gaze of the resident Texans
army of toads, bYefors which in numbers the
Ereatl army of Xerxes was t as a score

™n

but
These dismallooking, warty-bached Hop-o'-m3
thumbs came along as on business bent. They
tald nothing and they ate grasshoppers. They
cleaned up utterly one entire flight of the crea-
tures. And they gquietly sa!t under the cab-
bage leaves and beet tops 1o walt for more.
They didnt come. The toads had saved the
crops, and it may be judged that if one wants
1o be ceriain jo get In a quarrel he can get it
if bhe will go that section of Texas and ma
lign & toad

Shouid anyone be inclined to doubt the in-
sect+ating capabllities of a common every-day
American toad, let bim listen to the evidence
of an experimenter, who is at once a scientist
and a clergyman, the one fact establishing his
accuracy and the other his veracity. This
theologue naturalist, as the record shows,
icand a toad In his garden and proceeded to
make 3 pet of 1. He went to eal! on master
tead one meining about ten o'clock and with
outl knowinz bow many Insects ulready had
fallem before the toad's darting tongue, pro-
eceaded 1o feed him on plant pests. The toad
ate readily and greedily (wenty-three large
squash bugs whick were offered him, and fhen
locked up inquiringly for more.

The squash bug larder was depleted, so the
clergyman turned khis ettention to caterpillars.
Of these hairy, repulsive creatures the toad
ty-four, so the story record goes, and

shut down to hop heavily off to a
to take that rest which it Is

et
'ggzi

not the gentleman's cloth what it is. He
in his experiments with one toad some

an

toad took kindly to thiz species of food, but
owing to to the nature of the insect’s legs and

their extreme length he found difficulty in
swallowing. In order to ald in the process, as
spon as he would get a firm grip on the grass
hopper he would look for a stick or a stone by
means of pushing against which he could force
his prey down his throat. Now in order to see
what the toad would do if no stone or stick
were at hand, all of those articles were re-
moved from his vicinity, and then he was fed
another big grasshopper with great knotted
legs

Now it must be remembered that the pres
ort writer is not vouching for this toad story;
ke is simply setting it down as it has been
teld by an chegerver, and if it is a “matare
fake™ the blame must go elsewhere. The toad.
finding he could not swallow the big grasshop-
per, looked about as usual for a stone and,
finding none, he attempted to use the ground
us a pusher. He was unable to get the right
augle to secure sufficient force, and so as a
last and perfectly effective means, he stood on
his head and withou. the least difficulty forced
his food down his throat.

This toad unguestionably was a wonder,
One day, we are told, he happened to find an
angleworm of great length. He tock hold of
one end and succeeded in swallowing about
an inch and a half of the worm, which then
realizing its danger apparently, wound the rest
of its body boa-like around the meck of the
ivad. This gave the worm leverage enough
to enable it to tug away at that part which the
toad already had swallowed. The resunit was
that although by a mighty effort the toad
could swallow about half an inch, the worm,
when the relaxation eame. succeeded in with-
drawing threequarters of an inch. The toad
saw bis breakfast slippinz away from him, but
his infinlte wit came t¢0 hw rescue. It is sald
that he sat up llke a squirrel took one mighty
swallow, and then Lefore the worm could get
in its withdrawing work, he pressed his f{ore
feet ugainst his throat and held the swallowed
part of the breakfast in plaee; then, so the
story goes, by a series of quick successive
swallowing and throat squeezing, the toad soon
had the worm in the dark interior where he
was peeded for breakfast.

Toad migrations.are not extraordinarily un-
common events, They have taken place in
many parts of the country, and once the toads
fn traveling succeeded In stalling a rallroad
train on the Canadian Pacific line. The story
of this runs to the effect that the wheeis

crushed the creatures and so greased the rails
that progress was lmpossible for some time.
The passengers said that they could have
stood the situation more philosophically if the
blockaders had been frogs, for then the ques-
tion of the food supply would have heen
settled for a lot of hungry people. Frogs' legs
make good eating.

It is not generally known, perhaps. to the
larman that toads, like frogs, lay their ecggs
in the water. Countless millions of eggs wiil
Le deposited in some morass. They hatch out,
the young get big ¢nough, and migrate in a
bhody to the dry land, sometimes going long
distances as an entity. These, it is sald, are
the marching armles of toads which astonish
people and accounts of which are spread
broadcast over the earth.

“You might scarcely think,” said Mr. Mac

Biink. “that there was anything in common be |

tween straw hats and automobiles, but by tha:
way ot thinking vou'd be surely forgetting
th>ir cost of upkeep, in which respect they ars
strikingly allke.

“They say il costs more to keep an satomoe
bile than it does to buy one; preclsely the
same Is true of the straw hat. You take m)
own experience for an illustration.

“Early in the s-ason I bought a straw ha
for which I pald §2. I know a place where you
ecan zet a very good straw hat for that money
and If it hadn’t rained all summer [ shonk
Jhave been on the straw hat account under ne
additional expense.

“Put it always does rain wore or
just as 9t has done this summer, and as is ver
well topown if a drop of rain gets on s strav
hal it is all up. Raindrops on a siraw ha
will accamulate dust, and them you have b
have the hat cleaned, and thal costs money; i1
some places 25 cents; in some 15

“] find by reference to my books that |
have paid out this summer in straw hat ac
count for upkeep enlv $2.30, which is a good
deal. While the automobile man has been
spending his money for gasoline and things
I iiave been blowing mine for hat cleaning, and
it has cost me more to keep that hat going
than it cost me originally.

“But in this I find some slight satisfaction
in this respect at Jeast I find myself on the
samie focting with the man who at the begin
ning of the season bought instead of a straw
kat an automobile.”

less

. rom
ave Gittly show, says 254 ksock plmmns aud
Tee astoscorcher uut-:u::.:-y u—': Shomadigs to sw
*mr walks around & block a falling monkey
maisc A wreach or claw hammer will dot him
take to acroplaning on the bead and make him sick and Life
weary.
Adother prespective evil Is the in-

ists have met the same fate.

will be an aeroplane insurance, which
will enable you to provide for your
widow and children in case an aviator
falis on you and squashes you.

time that some of the ingenuity spent
upon perfecting the airship be devot-
ed to inventing an airship life pre-
In hot air balloon ascensions
the descent is always made with a par-
While an aeroplanist might
not be able to extricate himself from
his seat in time to take advantage of
a parachute, why should not an equip-
ment of this kind be feasible for the

server?

achute.

dirigible airships? Those

competent to deal with the situation
should devise some method of pre-

Is it not | serving life In the case of accidents,
which seem to be a foregome conclu-
sion, at least in the early stages of

the flying geme.—Leslie's.

A Professional Diagnosis.

Policeman—What is the matter with
my finger, doctor? It pains me terri-
bly.

Surgeon—It is a strictly profes-
sional affliction.

Policeman—What do you mean?

Surgeon—Simply that you have a
felon on hand.

who are

BUNK IS SATISFACTORY
FOR FEEDING PURPOSES

Nebraska Stock Raiser Used One for Twelve Years With
Excellent Results—Stands Sirain of
Big Steers.

WTth this description appear some
drawings of a feed bunk which Mr. J.
C. Price of Nebraska has used for 12
| Years with very satisfactory results.
EHe thinks it will stand the strain of

big steers better than any other. This
bunk has only four legs and for that

| 1

| S

N/

End View.

reason will set level anywhere, this
feature belng of especlal importance
{In the winter when the ground is
i frczen. A bunk made in accordance
with this sketch requires less lumber
than any other style, says Homestead.
Make the bed proper of vellow pine

for the sides, letting them come flush
with the outside of the bottom and

meke & mortise of the sides for the
i ends to fit in. For ordinary cattle, a

2x8 stock, using good straight 2x§ |

| The Finished Bunk.

| bottom made of four 2x8 will usually
pe wide enough but for hormed cattle
or big steers, fivé pleces should be
vsed, making it forty inches on the
inside. To make the legs, cut them
the length wanted out of good, rough
x4, mail them lightly to the trough
(afterwards bolt them), then put the
pieces of 2x4 (one om each side of

7 | legs) up tight sgaiust the bottom of

bunk, being careful to have the legs
straight. Then put on the lower pair
of 2x4 crosspieces about five inches
from the ground. Next comes the
bracing which is made of 2x4 and put
in ke the drawing. Put in the short
braces first; that is the bhraces be
tween the legs, then put & piece of
2x8, one foot long on top of the ower
crosspieces for the long brace to rest
oun, taking care to have them tight.

Scarcity of Timber.

Wood is becoming scarcer and
dearer every vear. As population in-
creas®s we shall be obliged to usa
more acreage in its sustentation. The
trees will be planted again on the wa
tersheds, and dams will be built to
hold surplus water for use in times
of drought, as is done in older conn
tries. Your rivers then will be more
serviceable In summer and less dan
gerous in the spring time.

FOR WOOL
" AND MUTTON
|

! How to Develop Good Flock for
! Double Puarpose—Blue Grass
Makes Best Perman-
ent Pasture.

: By F. G. HUGHES.)

| To develop a good flock of breeding
igheep for wool and mutton I would
:begin with the ewes that are half Cots-
| wold and half Merino and mate them
iwith a buck that is a full blooded
{ Shropshire,

| In the cross you get a grade of
|eheep that is hard to beat for both
{wool and mutton. By this method I
lonce got a twin lamb that sheared,
{ when a little more than a year old,
|16 pounds of good wool and when a
iyear and a half old the carcass
| weighed 160 pounds.

{ 1 crozss my sheep back and forth
|as my judgment tells me is best. If
| the sheep are getting too wrinkly and
{the wool too short I get either a Cots-
| wold, Oxford or Shropshire buck, and
ilif the fleece is getting too hairy and
| light in weight I breed back to the
1' Merinos.

! In caring for the flock I prefer

1
\

green pasture for them, as many
months in the year as possible.

Blue grass makes the best perma-
nent pasture. Dwarfl essex rape can
be sown as soon &s the ground will
work In the spring and if sown alone
five or six pounds of seed will be re
quired per acre.

Six or eight weeks after sowing it
will be ready for pasture which will
last until freezing time.

A smaller amount of rape can be
sown with oats and after the crop is
removed I have an excellent fall pas-
ture. Sheep like rape, but I would not
advise anyone to keep them on rape
alone.

Pumpkins are good feed for them
in the fall of the year. When winter

comes on and the pastures do not
furnish enough feed to Ekeep them
thrifty and growing nicely 1 begin

feeding corn and fodder, cow peas and
clover hay and sometimes threshed
oats or sheep oats.

I believe ten sheep will eat as much
as one cow and I aim te feed accord
ingly.

1 prefer to have lambs come in Feb-
ruary and although it may requlre cara
to save them during cold weather,
when fall comes, 1 think 1 am ahead
for they go through the winter better
and make betier sheep than do late
lambs.

FINE SPECIMEN OF HOLSTEIN

Strange as it may seem to say so,
there is no best breed of cows, chick-
ens or anvthing else. It Is true that
! some breeds are better than others,

but when it comes to deciding among
| the few best ones, much must be
| left to individual .preference and vary-
| Ing circumstances .and ednditions.

! When it comes to making a selee-
tion, it pays best to choose the breed
most prevalent in your vicinity, pro-
{ vided it is one of the best standard
breeds.

snd ship to better advantage. If your
community is known far and wide as
making a specialty of any certain
breed, buvers will come after them
and pay vou a better price if they

@fu

This will enable you to sell |
your products to better advantage
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can get enough to ship iIm carlots
So, If you are a practical man_ this
will decide your choice rather thsc
any fancied superiority of breeds.
The virtues of the different breeds
balance up pretty well any way
While Jerseys give richer milk, Hol
steins give more of itt One breed
eats less and another makes more
beef. It is well to study up all the
points and themn decide according to
your own needs and best judgment.
The illustration shows a Holsteln
bull which won first prize at a recent
Mlinois state fair. He is a good speci-
men of the breed, large and vigorous,
with the black and white weil distrib-
uted. He is an excellent breeder, and
is good enough to head most any herd.

Corn Grain for Horses.

Corn grain when ground into meal
= by far too concentrated to feed
alone to horses. It lacks fiber and
ash to insure good digestion. There-
fore, when the cob can be finely
ground it is an advantage for the rea-
sous named. Certainly, ground corn
is better for horses than whole corn
as a saver of feed for them. The
horse cannot masticate the corn fine
enough so that the digestion gets all
the nutrients out of it, and much of it
will pass through the ailmentary canal
undigested, yet whole corn when fed
alone is a safer feed than ground
corn. The better way to feel corn is
to grind it with oats, two parts oats
to one of corn, or grind the corm and
mix coarse wheat bran with it equally.

Beet Pulp.

Beet pulp can be preserved in silos,
but undergoes considerable loss in
value under the process. Freight bills
are also heavy in transporting the ma-
terial from the sugar miils, and it 1s
probable that purchases of dried pulp
would be mors profitable. By soaking
in water it can be made a fair substi-

tute for fresh beets in the cattle ra-
tion. Mixing the pulp with chopped
hay might make it a little more con-
venient to handle, but has been found
by experience not to improve its keep-
ing qualities in a silo. Beets may be
kept either whole or sliced in a silo,
but there is considerable waste in
long Keeping.

Blackberries.

Blackberries require rich soil. Piant
in fall or early spring in rows 4 by 7
feet, cutting plants to the ground.
Avoid disturbing the roots until plam
is one foot high. When about three
feet high pinch back some to induce
stock and lateral growth. Suckery
should all be held in check and olg
wood removed after fruiting. Culti
vate annually and sow occasionally se
crimson clover. Wilson, Snyder, Eria,
Rathburn and Ward are the best yg.
rieties in this section.

Dust Baths
If lice get too bad the hens wil)
low in anything loose, from sook
manure, but they mever elect
on the first ballot

.
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