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Twring the gas rade there has bes a

redocbieg of prolertlie measures looking
the safeguarding »ud presersation {f the in
vainable dorun-ent Satoe y#Lrs ago the secre
tary of stale lssund an order That 'he [wclara
i sbhould be bermeticalls sealed in a lizght
tight. Breproof, burglsrproof safe and that
this s2fe should ot be opened 1 ! spon his
written uro-r How resolute is ¢ determning
tiim of the afficials to keep the dorument in
thatl seriusion fhat 's believed o be essential
for s preserintion mav be surmised from the
fart that oever i the seven Years sinece 'he
retifetn e ul order was lssucd has any persot
been 3ble (o indece the secrvtary of state to
issue the pecsssary order 1o obtain a peep
o the iZportant docutiert

The Deciaration of Indepsrndence hzs had
8 arosl nferesiing bRistory since ' caimre into
~Iisliences om That memorsble fourth of July

in Philadeiphia cne snd apethird
ago The prased document that pow reposes
in the NHbrary of the siate department ot
Washington is the one and only official in
ol rament S0 far 35 knowsn, there was npo
duplicate or extra copy of the derlaraton made
for “printers’ copr = as mould now be done In
the case of any imporiant dorument the con-
temts of which were 1o be perpetuated It is
believed that (te copy fn the bands of Secre
dary Thomsos &t the close of the session on
hat Grs?! lodepeodrnce day went 10 the offcial
printer, Jobz Duniap and was used by him s
Ttopy The pext day. in making up the journal
of the coptinental congress the secretary
walered in a blank space left for this purpose
a copy of the broadside print

Coples of the printed broadside were alpo
sen! ow I8 compliance with the resolugtion of
“assemblies. comventjons, coun-
clis of safety,™ etc. Other editions differing
somewbat in style were printed by Duniap te
meet he demand for the Declaration and a few
coples were printed om vellum Meanwhile
the original ducument was most carefully pre
Under 2n aci of congress approved
July 25, 17TES, the Declarstion was deposited in
what sas ther known as the deparment of
foreign afairs A few mouths later the name
of this branch of the government was changed
to depariment of sute and the secretary of

rentygries
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The Declaration Sas virtually been in the
custody of the siate department cottingously
from hat date 1o the present time To be
sure it reposed in the patent office at Wash-
fagion from 1841 to 1877, but the patent office.
it may be recalled. was for many years a part
of the department of state and occupied what

was believed to be a Sreproof building
whereas that which then boused the depart-
mest of state was not regarded as affording
any surely against damage by fire After the
Cestenpizl. boweser (he Declaralion was trans

siste department proper, thal

!
|
;

1s remained ever since
iibrary, which has

spacicus quarters on the
fourth foor of the great
granite buildiag occupied
by the state. war and
navy depuruneits

The present solicitude
for the preservation of LPESH oN
the Declaration with al
possible care dates from a period somewhat
prior to the World’s Columbian exposition in
Chicago in 1833 It was proposed to transfer
the Declaration (o Chicago for exhibition and

a stee] safe or

1ermed

“packing case™ as it was then
was specially constructed to serve as
a repository for the document en route and
during the period of the fair. While these
preparations were in progress the officials of
the state department turned the matter over
in their minds and eventually came to the
conclusion that it was risky business to have
the nation’s most honored relic carted about
the countiry, evep if the moving was done

with all possible care The presideat took
this view of the matter also and so it was
decided not to allow the Declaration to be
transferred to Chirago

About this time John Hay. who was then
acting as secretary of state, asked the Na-
tional Academy ol Sciences to carefully inves-
tigate the condition of the document and to
make suggestions as to ways and means for
its preservation. Accordingly Fresident Agas-
¢iz of the National Academy appointed a spe-
cial committee, consisting of John S. Billings,
Ira Remsen and Charles F. Chandler, to con-
fer with Secretary Hay on the subject. Even-
fually this special committee was givea an
opportunity to make a careful examination
of the precious Instrument with the assist-
ance of Mr. A. H. Allen. then serving as the
Lief of the bureau of rolls and iibrary of the
state department and also with the aid of Dr.
Wilbur M. Gray.of the Army Medical museum.

It was found that the document had suf-
fered very seriously from the very harsh
‘reatment to which it was exposed during the
eariicr years of the republic. Folding and
folling bave ¢reased and broken the parch-
ment. The wet press-copying operation to
which it was subjected about 1820 for the pur-
pose of producing a fac-simile copy, removed
a large portion of the ink. Subseguent ex-
posure to the action of light for more than 30
years while the instrument was placed on ex-
bib.on bas resulted in the fading of the ink,
particularly in the signatures. The commit-
tee was pleased. however, to find that no evi-
dence of mold or other disintegrating agents
could be discovered upon the parchment by
careful microscopic examination. They also
reported against the proposition which had
been advanced to apply chemicals with a view
to restoring the original color of the ink. It
wzs the opinion of the experts that such ap-
plication could be but partially successful, in-
mﬂ-nmmemﬂiﬂdmw
inal ink was removed in making the copy of
1820 and also because such application might
result in serious discoloration of the parch-
went

Finally the committee reported adversely
upon the suggestion that any solution, such as
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~SEFF IN WHICH THE

DECLARATION OF INNQEPENDENCE

I3 LOCKED

ration

siderable conlroversy
{s derived chiefly from the wriiings of John Adams and
of Jefferson himself
men disagree as to some important details.

Jeferson in his memoir written in 1821 states
simply that the committee for drawing the Declaration |
that he accordingly wrote it, and ;
that. being approved by the committee, he reported it
the twenty-eighth of June, when, |
after three days of debate, it was adopted on July 4.
“The com- |

NMr.
desired him to do 1t:
te congress on Fridav,

In Mr
mittee of independence were Thomas Jefferson, John
Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman, Robert R
Livingston
selection of Jefferson for such important work. He
kad the reputation of a masterly pen;
gate from Virginia
Henry Lee was not beloved by most of his colleagues
from Virgiria. and Jefferson was set up to rival and |
supplant him. The committee had several meetings in |
which were proposed the articles of which the Decla-
and minutes made of them. |
. The work of making the draft was left to Jefferson and
me, but en my insistence Jefferson alone did the work. |

Symmed up. the substantial points of difference in
the accounts of

wad to consist,

the Declarauon
ndenc eWAl.DON FAWCETT

FHOT‘DS CDPVH‘IQHT I'IV WAL DO" MWCt‘I."T

pressed wish of the donors “to offer
it to the United States that it may
have a place in the department of
state with the immortal instrument
which was written upon it in 1776."

The desk bears an inscription in
Jefferson's handwriting as follows:
“Thomas Jefferson gives this writing
desk to Joseph Coolidge, Jr., as a
memorial ef his affection. It was made
from a drawing of his own by Ben
Randall, cabinet maker, of Philadel-
phia, with whom he first lodged on
his arrival jn that city in May. 1776.
and is the identical one on which he
wrote the Declaration of Independ-
ence. Politics as well as religion has
fts superstitions. These gaining gain-
ing strength with time, may one day
give imaginary value to this relic for
its association with the birth of the
great charter of our independence.
Monticello, Nov. 18, 1825."

Although Jefferson was nearly 83
vears of age when he presented the
desk, his donation inscription, above
given. is written in the same bold,
clear and strong handwriting in which
he penned the Declaration of Inde
pendence almost half a century be-
fore, when a young man little more
than 30.

The circumstances under which Jefferson was se
lected for the honorable task of writing the Declaration
of Independence were at one time the subject of con-
The evidence on the subject |

“these two distinguished states-

Adams’ autobiography he says:

There were more reasons than one for the

he was a dele-

Another reason was Richard

these two men regarding the same
transaction relates to the action of
the committee

THOMAS JEIFFERSON WRO‘TI THE
.u:c‘:.al'a'nmﬁ OF INDEFPENDENCE .

collodion, paraffin, ete., be applied with a view
to strengthening the parchment or making it
moisture proof. But the committee did urgs
that the document be kept in the dark and
#s dry as possible, and never placed on exhi-
biticn. Accordingly, in 1884 it was hermet-
ically sealed in a frame and placed In the steel
caze above mentioned, together with the
original copy of the constitution of the United
States. Then, 1n 1902, Secretary Hay issued
the order in accordance with which the huge
square steel box that holds the Declaration
was locked and sealed. It has been opened
once since that time in order that the offi-
cials might ascertain the condition of the doe-
ument. It appeared to be in exactly the same
state of preservation as when placed in the
case half a dozen years ago and indeed Mr.
John A. Tonner, chief of the division of rolls
and library of the state department, the pres-
ent custodian of the Declaration, is of the opin-
fon that the deterioration or at least the fading
of the Declaration has been almost completely
arrested.

The interior of the steel safe which com-
prises the final resting place of the Declara-
tion contains four drawers. In on2 of these
reposes the Declaration—kept perfectly flat be-
tween two pieces of héavy plate glass. The
other four drawers are given over to the orig-
inal copy of the constitution, similarly protect-
ed. The constitution, it may be added, is in
an exceilent state of preservation and really
does not need the extreme protective meas-
ures to which it is subjected because of being
in company with the Declaration.

Present-day visitors to the state department,
although they may not see the original Dec-
laration of Independence, can inspect some-
thing almost as interesting—namely, the orig-
inal draft of the Declaration in Jefferson’s
handwriting, with a few interlineations made
by Franklin and Adams. This is displayed in
a steel cabinet that stands adjacent to the
safe containing the original Declaration. The
steel exkibition cabinet also holds one of ‘the
fac-similes of the engrossed copy of the Deec-
laration—one of those reproductions made by
order of President Monroe in order to secure
200 copies for the signers of the Declaration
and their heirs.

In a glass case in this same treasure house
of historic mementoes is the small, plain, un-
polished mahogany desk on which Jefferson
wrote the Declaration of Independence. This
interesting relic came into possession of the
government in 1880. The desk had been given
by Thomas Jefferson to Joseph Coolidge, Jr.,
upon the occasion of the latter’s marriage to
Jefierson’s granddaughter, Miss Randolph. On
the death of Mr. Coolidge, whose wife had
died a year or two previously, the desk became
the property of their four children and was by
them piesented to the nation. It was the ex-

person or persons who were to pre-
pare the draft of a Declaration. Mr.
Adams states that Jefferson and
himself were appointed a subcom-
mittee to prepare it;
states that he alone was directed
by the committee to write the Dec-
laration. This question is not im-
portant. since Mr. Adams’ version

ferson’s claim to the authorship of
the instrument.

It is proper to add that Mr. Jef-

original manuscript draft of the Dec-
laration, exhibiting the corrections
and interlineations made by Dr
Franklin and Mr. Adams in their re-
spective handwritings. These amen4d-
ments were not important. The reasons as-
signed by Mr. Adams for the selection of Mr
Jefferson as the writer of the Declaration
& ¢ so numerous that it is difficult to deter-
mine which of them he intended should be re-
garded a: the principal or decisive one. In
the autobiography he states that there were
more reasons rthan one why Mr. Jefferson was
appointed on a committee of such importance
He assigns two reasons: one, Mr. Jefferson's |
reputation as a writer, and the other the de-
sire of his Virginia colleagues to have Mr.
Jeffersor supplant Mr. Richard Henry Lee

In a letter to Mr. Pickering Mr. Adams gives |

as the reason why Mr. Jefferson was placed
at the head of the committee that it was “the

Frankfort advice to place Virginia at the head |

of everything;” but he also adds that Mr. Jef-
ferson brought with him to congress “a repu-
tation for literature, science and a happy tal-
ent of composition,” and that this reputation
had been sustained by writings “remarkable
for their peculiar felicity of expression.” As
in the case of Washington, therefore, it would
seem that there were reasons of eminent fit-
ness and qualification for the duty assigned;

and certainly the Declaration of Independence !

itself fully justifies the selection. Few state
papers have ever been written with inore
skill, or greater adaptation to the purposes in
view. Whether its sentiments were purely
original with its author, or were gathered from
the poiitical philosophy which had become
familiar to the American mind,
great discussions of the time, it must forever
remain an

power of expression and his ability to touch |

the passions, as well as to address the reason
of mankind.

With regard to the passage concerning
elavery, which was stricken out of Jefferson's
draft, we may well conceive that both north-
ern and southern men might have felt tne in-
Justice of the terrible denunciation with which
he charged upon the king all the horrors.
crimes and consequences of the African slave
trade, and in which he accused him of excl
ting the slaves to Insurrection, and “to pur-
chase the liberty of which he had deprived
them by murdering the people upon whom he
bad obtruded them." Mr. Jefferson, in draw-
ing up the list of our national accusations
against the king. obviously Intended to refer
to him as the representative of the public pol.
icy and acts of the mother country; and 1t is
true that the imperial government was, and
wmust always remain, responsible for the ex.
Istence of slavery in the colonles. But this
was not one of the grievancea 1o be redroased
by the Revolution, it did not constitute one
of the reasons for alming at independence. and
there was not sufliclent ground for the acew
sation that the government of (reat Britain

bad knowingly sought to excite general lnsur
reetiona among the slaves,

[Relative Values

and asked the passer-by:
was elected?”

sidewalk. He threw u]i the window
“Say, who

the trustees was to have a wman in Ihq
position, but although wmere than 40
men of experience in the work were

in designating the |

Mr. Jefferson |

does not in the least impair Mr. Jef- |

ferson's account is confirmed by the |

through the il

imperishable monument of his |

!

An Indianapolis business man was
marogned on election night in 1904 in
an lilincis village. He could not get
out that pnight Natwrally he was in-
terested in the election. He wanted
o find ot whether Mr. Roosevelt or
Mr Parker had won. He begam In-
| vestigativg and discovered that the
!t'knt-nnegirlwlln;ix:'ehﬂ.m
that the telegraph agent at the sta-
tion knccked off work alter the morn-

e ———— T S —— . — e ——

ing train went through, which was
rarely later than six p. m.

At eight o'clock the landlord shut
up the hotel, telling his guest to take
the room a' the head of the stairs
when he was ieady to go to bed. No
news was to be had and the busivess
man went to bed. that bumg all he
could do.

Next morning he was awakened by
the heavy tread of boots on the piank

“l was, by heck!” replied the maa
proudly. “Third term for constable.”
—Philadelphia Satvrday Evening Post.

Woman Expert Librarian.

The trustees of -Princeton searched
for a year before they requested Jane
Wright of Cincinngti to take charge
of the art library in the university.
Miss Wright was librarian of the Cin-
cirnati Art museum and has resigned
to 2o to Princeton. The first wish »f

1

weighed carefully none was found so
deserving as Miss Wright. Hee guall
fications left the trustess ne alterna.
tive, and then it waa only by much
persuasion that ahe was prevalled on
to make the change., 8he had bocome
attached to the Circinnatl library,
which was largely of her making, and
it was only the chance for a wider
field of usefulness in Princeton that
finely led her easc \

Talbot’s

Recovery

The trees in the little park just
acToss the avenue were coming to leaf.
Tireless robins flitted to and fro
among the branches, piping blithely
in the first mellow warmth of the com-
ing spring. Up and down the asphalt
rolled trim carriages, whizzing mo-
tors, and smart high-seated traps. and
in the carriages and the motors and
the traps care-free people laughed
and chatted and drank in the glory of
the perfect day.

And because of all this. Talbot,
stretched on the couch by the windew
of his apartments was heavy pf heart.
He had the grace to be aware that he
shou!d be thankful just to recline
there and watch the sunshine and the
robing and the whirl of traffic on the
pavemn.ents below. He had been very
ill, anJd even now the doctor was cau-
tioning the nurse to keep Talbot very
quiet and to be sure he didn't over-
axert himself now that he was con-
valescing.

But tke splendor of the day without
bred in the pale young man a decided
sense of unrest. He turned away his
head and made a wry face as he lis-
tened io the doctor's instructions and
| the nurse's assurances that he would
| follow them out to the letter. Then
| Talbot glanced at the calendar on the
| desk in the corner, saw that the date,
{ the seventh of April, hal a circle about
{it, and his lips set stubbormnly. He
had been striving might and maln to
€et on his feet by that date, and here
was the doctor telling the nurse that
| the patient must be kept very quiet
for ancther two weeks at least

The young man's mouth widened in
| a certgin grim smile; but out of the
| corner of his eye he watched the doc-
tor talie his departure, nnd listened
| anxiously until the elevator gate down
| the corridor clanged and the car went

| Al Tiay

{! Threw Of the Gorgecus Bathrote.

whirring down to the street floor.
| Then he yawned wearily.
| “Jim,” he said to the nurse, “what

| is there to read?”

i Instantly the nurse collected a pile
'of beoks and magazines and bore
them to the couch. Talbot sniffed.

| “Those!"” he said in fine disgust.

| “Read ‘em all long ago. They're no

| good anyway.” .

! He pulled a handful of silver from
| his pockets. “Go out and get me some
| fresh ones,” he instructed. *“All you
|can pick up. And say, don't come
| back without a copy of that English
revlew, the what's-its-name; you know

. the one I mean,” he added with a|

chuckle, well knowing the nurse would

have to travel to a certain little shop |

a haif mile or more distant to pro-
cure it. “Be sure to get that"™
*“Yes, sir. You shall have it 1If
there’s one in town,” the nurse de-
| clared, changing his white coat for
one of tweed and picking up his hat.
No sooner had the nurse departed
than Talbot was off the couch. He
' was still rather weak. His legs were
{ wahbly beneath him, and his head was
| altogether too much inclined to light-
ness; but he set his teeth, glaficed at
| that date on the calendar. threw off

| the gorgeous bathrobe which swathed
1' his tall frame, and began to dress with
| & nervous haste. Whatever else hap-
pened, he must be out of the apart-
ment before the nurse returned.
Dressing proved rather more of a
task than he had anticipated, but for
all that, he stuck to it doggedly, and
when he stood finally before the long
mirror, surveying himself in the street
clothes which had been hanging on
their forms In the closet for the past
two months, he was aware of a de-
cided mlow of triumph. He caught a
carnation from the well-filled vase on

By RICHARD BARKER SHELTON
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the center table and stuck i jauntily
into his buttonhole. Then, walking
rather unsteadily and with eyes preter-
naturally bright, he slipped into the
hall, went down the corridor and rang
for the elevator.

The elevator boy ﬂ.ared at him in
unbelief, whereupon Talbot chuckled
Aelightedly, dropped an eyelid, and
fhrust a hand into his pocket. A mo-
1ment later a bit of gold found its way
iato the palm of the elevator boy.

“You haven't seen me, of course.
Mike.” he suggested. “Do you get the
fdea?™

“Sure. I get it.” Mike chuckled as
the car stopped at the street floor and
Talbot wabbled out of it toward the
svnlit street.

At the curb he summoned a hansom,
ciimbed in and gave an address to the
czbby. Then the equipage rattled off.
ard Talbot settled himself on the
cshions with a long sigh of relief.
His little ruse had worked; he had
made his escape from Jim's watchful
eyes.

At the first corner they turned, he
saw on the sidewalk Jim himself, hur-
rring along with a huge bundle ol
mnagazines. Talbot leaned far back in
the hansom and chuckled again.

Uptown they whisked through the
mellow sunlight of the spring after-
noon and stopped finally before a cer-
tain house. Talbot alighted, paid the
cabby, gave him instructions to wait,
and then mounted the steps and rang
the bell.

A few moments later Talbot, seated
in a big, dim library, heard the swish
o! skirts and a little stiled cry. He
g9t unsteadily to his feet, just as a
girl came into the room.

“Ted!™ she was saying, alarm. re
procf, wonder, all in her tones at once
“What does this mean? What are you
Coing here?"

“Barbara,”
this?"

“What day is ft? Why, it is the
seventh of April, but—"

“L told you three years ago to-dav.”
said Talbot quietly, “that on the
seventh of every April 1 should come
to youn to remew my picading. Just
once every vear I said 1 should come,
and on the seventh of April. 1 al-
ways keep mryv word.”

But Ted. you crazy boy, you have
bteen jll. They told meé you wouldn't
lzave the house for another month
wet.”

“Did they, indeed?” said he calmly
“Well, very probably I shouldn't have
done so, but you see, this very im-
portant date happened to arrive on
schedule time, and so—"

“Where was Jim? How did you man-
age to brite him?"

“I didn’t bribe him,” Talbot laughed.
“There are no sins of corruption on
my head. I sent him out to get some
magazines, and when he went I—well,
sneaked seems to be the word best
fitting my exit.”

“1 'shall telephone Dr. Harper at
once,” she declared severely. *I shall
tell him that you have disobeyved or
ders; that you are here and-—"

“Are you going to tell him why?™
Talbot suggested.

The girl's face reddened. "No. ol
course not,” she said.

“Well, you might alfo inform him
that so long as 1 am here 1 intend to
stay here until—well, until a certain
"matter that has been pending

he replied, “what day is

alto-
gether too long, is settled up either
one way or other,” said he. “Barbara,

1 am going to ask that question once
more, and 1 want a final answer.”

“And you don’t care what scrt of an
answer it is, so long as it is final?™
she mocked.

“Don’'t 1?" cried Talbot getting to
his feet, with a suddenness that left
him faint and giddy.

The girl saw him swaying. She ran
to his side.

“Ted. Ted, you foolish, foolish boy,”
she said, “you are still very ill and
weak, and to think of your coming
here to-day.”

“You haven't given me the answer,”
he said, trying to keep his voice
steady.,

She pushed him gently back to his
chair.

“The answer?" she said softly.
“Why, why if you must have it, if you
must-—"

She turned away her eyes.

“Oh, Ted, I didn't know until you
were ill and in danger, and—"

He caught her hand and drew her to
him.

Talbot was asleep on the couch.
The doctor, whom the nurse had hur
riedly summmoned, was frowning in
puzzled fashion.

“Crazy idiot,” he snapped., “going
out like that. By good rights it
should be the death of him. But some-
how he seems rather better for it.”

“Yes, he certainly does seem bet
ter.,"” said the mystified nurse.

A Nice Calculation

Two very cdear old ladies walked up
to the window where tickets were to
be sold tor two popular concerts. They
wanted tickets for both- nights, but
alas! thosd ltor the second evening
were all gone. This was the more
pouniar entertainment of the two.

“I'm .0 sorry, my dear!™ pattered
one of the old ladies to the other. “We
did want to go, didn't we, and we want-
ed to go both nights.™

“You couldn’t give us two tickets for
each night?’ Inquired the other, of the
clerk.

“No, maam."

“You haven't two seats anywhere for
the gecond night?

“No, ma'am. Couldn’t give you nose
room.” o

A great resolution beamed upon her
gentle tace.

“Then, sald she firmly, “give me
tour tickets tor the first night We
will make them do.”

“Why, sister,” quavered the other,

“No,” said she, “but if we cart go
both nights—" She paused, bewil-
dered, quite out of her calcutarion.
Then a happy thought struck her, and
she adged. “We'll go twice the first
pight. '—Youth's Companion.

Still Ahead.

“Hard to beat Yonkers,” remarked
Charles Philip Easton, president of the
Yonkers board of education.

“What has happened now* inquired
Charles E. Gorton, president of the
People’s Savings bank.

“Well, our Marathon runners are up
in front, we make the best hats, car
pets and elevators, and now our May-
or Lenmon has beaten a best record

| established by Mayor Gaynor of New

York.™

“What's that?

“Lennon has e!ght children but Qay.
nor has only seven.™

Husbands and wives who haye only
each other to biame for their unhappi-

“you going to invite somebody ™

ness usually do it

S

B ARl ot Wl it

-




