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Easter time if
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coming in bas-
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side of the picture is afforded by the
florists

It is
estimated that the fittings of the smart
fower shops on Broadway and Fifth
avenue in New York cost in the agare-
ente more than $1.000.000 and there
are a uumber of retail establishments

O rations of the fashionable

throaghaut Unele Sam's domains

ack of which dees 2
eral hundoed thousand dollars annusbiy
v tashionabi
ach of whom maintzing one or wmore

H pechaps nu-

vas  the Norists,
tail  stores—and
hooths in o™ee buidlings and
have their own flower farms or

cstablishments, upon

nmerons
hotels

growing whaose
vield they

dom reqguirs

have a monopoly, they sel
ourtpat of =uch
Ofttimes there
invariabiy
*h do not
come up to the standard of perfection
demanded by the fashionable trade
This surplus is sent to flower commis
sign merchants who sell to the small
retail florists and ship extensively 1w
particnlarly
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him exclusively To the wholesale muri. how
ever. vame the small florists, the street ven
dors of fBowers and the proprietors of those
temporary tower stauds whkich line the priu-
ipu!l business streets of every large city at
Easter time. By haif-past seven in the morn
ing this market is closed and the buyvers have
dispersed to seek their customers with the
day’s stowk of tlorsl oferings

Some idea of the maznitude of the Awmeri
can fNowner trade may be formed from the fac
that more than 1,000 farms are required to
supply the floral demards of New York City
alone and upward of FI15000 000 §is5 invested
in the fiower farms which supp!y the metrop
olis alone. To carry the enumeration a little

o

The Euster festival s the  forist’s
golden harvest. The supply of tlowers at thas
season i= never equal to the demand, but thia
only helps to swell the prolits, for net only
mav higher prices be asked, bat there is little
danger of averstocking with the sttendant loss
and waste that under ordinary circumstances
eat up much of the profite of the tlorist’s bus:-
One New York florist sells each voar
more than 50000 Easter lilies and his profits
may be imagined when ape remembers that
Easter lilics are purchased wholesale at {rom
$10 to $12 ver hundrod and sebll at prices rang-
ing from $1 to 33 each

ness

Physical Religion.

W adeng The -2 flower market does not enter into farther, it may be noted that there are in To Kkeep wup a mivte balance of work
leag bsfaad-and these growers must leave  the ~zleulations of the proprietor of the fash- Greater New York more than 400 men and and wear, and  to  coms out a little
bammc in the micdie of the wight in order 19 !;...3.1: “--»«“l‘ih o--.labll’ah;m-ni As has been women whose sole occupation is that of flower ahead each day, is a good relicion No
ivmch (e sholesale mar '» time for the open aotnd .‘m he .:'.e-r!n:s his supply from his vendor on the streets. Most of these peddlers man bhas any rignt 1o wear himsell out—Dr.
CE M 4 or 339 oclock. In every city the  oun Sorsl farms or from growers who supply of blossoms are Greeks. A more spectacular  Kellogs.
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THE FLOWERS

OF EASTER

HERE are certair churches in Rome
which are built ~atirely from the
frapments of ancient pagan templea.
There are sows of colpmes ayoupd
witch the worshipers of Jove and
hizuz omce thronged There are
arhie salnts thet bhave been chissled from
ke siatues of oid pods and poddemses There
s even 3 Madorsa that before she w=s con-
verted By the powerful argements of the Chris-
tinn sculiphior, is =uid o bave been a Veaus
pdagmg wild Cuged

Whee ome luras from these Luildings of
~lame o e 0 less stromg thoagh intangible,
wallls of omsics: iz which we have bhoused

Ciglstiznty. there s “owmd evidence of the
saxtne Trocess there The aposties and the

warly faithers mo more appointed seasons for
refigrous festivels thes they zave us ready-
el chorri bwmidings of evemn dirwrlions for

Egyptians. It was bdut natural that In the Pas-
chal lambh the Christlans should see the pro-
totype of the Lamb of God whose blood should
save his people om whom its mark was set,
and this was doubly so since Jesus himself.
when celebrating with his disciples his last
Passover feast had said-

“Thiz bread is my body; take and eat:
this cup fa the new testtament in my blood.
This do in remembracce of me™

So was the feast Instituted, but a= a com-
memoration of redemption rather than of res-
urrection. The latter sigmification grew up
around it in later times and was largely adapt-
ed 10 this especial festival from the old pagan
customs A hint of it may be found, however,
in that same tweifth chapter of Exodus, where
tke Lord says:

“This month shall be unto you the begin-
ning of months; it shall be the first month of
the year to you™

In the new borm year there is alwavs a
kin! of the doctrine of resurrection., particu-
larly when it comes, as it once did with many
mations. at the season of the vernal eguinoxes,
when

The New TYear reviving old desires
The thoughtful Soul to Solitude retires,

Where the wlhiie hand of Moses on the Rough
Puts out. and Jesus from the Ground suspires

It is the time of renewal, of hope and of re-
Joicing All things that have in them earth
iife are echoing the prayer of the poet:

Make me over, Mother Apsil
When the sap begins to stir.

rather than at the season of the new birth
of spring?

Our own name for the day, Easter, and
the German Ostern zmive a hint of this other
great quarry from which we drew the material
to build the festival as we know it. Both
words are derived from the name .of the old
Anglo-Saxon goddess of spring, Ostara. To
the mind of the pagan conovert it seemed his
old famillar festival, but with its meaning
broadened and deepened, and he clune to ‘his
custom of the profuse use of flowers at the
feast. All were for him flowerz of Ostara,
but certain ones, from the time of their blos-
soming, or from theiwr svmbolism, came to be
considered more appropriate than others. The
hyacinth, the crocus and the violet are among
the blooms of Easter and each wears a legend
about its nmname. Hyvacinth was a vouth be-
loved of Apollo, who was slain by jealous
Zephyrus, the west wind. The crocus, also,

was a beautiful boy., who had been trans-
formed into a flower.
Only the daffodil, or Lent lily, and the

Easter lily have acquired a truly Christian
significance. The daffodil, coming as it did
during Lent, was considered as a sort of John
the Baptist among flowers, the herald of joy
and hope. Some trace the derivation of its
name to “affodile.” from the old English, mean-
ing “to come early.” Others find the name
only a corruption of “Dis" lily,” given it be-
vause it was supposed to be the flower that
dropped from Pluto’'s chariot as he was car
rying o Prosperine. Shakespeare says:

Oh Prosperine,
For the flowers now that frighted thou letst fall
From this wagon—daffodils

That come before the swallow dares, and take
The winds of March with besuty.

Thke lily is. however, the flower of all flow-
ers that we associate with Easter, and to get
at the root of the reason, we shali have to
delve back as far as the foundatjons of the
psramids. The lotus was the first sacred lily.
Rooted in the earth, growing through the wa-
ter and called into being by the sun, it repre-
sented to the ancient Egyptian the union of

the three elements which, in his belief, made
up the universe- fire. water and earth, Dving
with winter, reviving with spring, it typitied
the eternal renewal of life from death, the
resurrection, which was one of the chief tenets
of the religlon of Egypt. Throughout the east
the lotus is sacred.

Early in the history of the church the lily
became sacred to the Virgin and in every pie
ture of the annunciation, the visitation or
other cvents in the life of Mary the lily ap
pears, usually bearing three blossoms to svm-
bolize the trinity. As Mary usurped in popu-
lar tradition the place occupied by Flora. by
Freyja and by Ostara, giving her name to the
month of May, which had been theirs, so she
claimed the flower which from ages past had
been th> symbal of life and the renewing of
spring and made it essertially the flower of
the churck. The “lady chapels,™ erected to
the Virgin in such numbers during the twelfth
and thirteenth centuries, are decorated with
carven lilies of various kinds. They were not
all of the type we know as Easter lilies. The
lily of the valley, so often referred to in the
Bible, was an early favorite. The lotus was
even used, in some of the earliest work. But
whatever the lily might be, around it gath- '
ered all the symbolism that had been assoch
ated with the name since the begiuning of
history

Christ, too, had used the Miy to point a
moral. “Consider the lilies, how they zrow:;
they toil not, neither do they spin; and vet 1
say unto you that Solomon in all his glory
was not arrayed like one of these™ !

So that when we celebrate the feast of the |
resurrection which we have built up from the
quarry of the Hebrew Passover, the old New
Year festivities and rites in honor of the god-
desses of spring. from Flora to Ostara, it is |
only fair that above all other flowers of the |
season we should rank the lilv. heir to the |
symbolism of the lotus of Egypt, flower of the |
temple of Sclomon, sanctified by the words
of Christ and carved and painted in our
churches for centuries as the flower of Mary. t

ke could stand. vour pipes clean was to gel new ones,
: - “Mary, do you know whether any
”mmswm-mwm-u-mmmmmm with my | every day.”
Will Understand Why it bride, who thought of nothing else but | PiPes?™ he inguired.
Diget Work the happiness of her Hege lord. “No,” came a soft answer. “But|lime ago.
i At night after dinmer Mr. Wood, is the matter with them,
L

worording story, would The Broken Vase.
and “Oh, pothing,” ke replied, “omly it “Ah! That's lucky. It's broken only
puffl contentedly at a sweelbriar pipe. | seems as if all my pipes are new and in three pieces™
He thought it strange that the biting | I never can get one broke in right™” “Well, you must be mad to call that
sensation that clings to each pipe| he added, sorrowfully. luck.”
is broken in remained so long that's easily explained,™ “You don't have to pick up the

pieces, ma'am.”

liam. I thought the best way to keep
so I have been buying you A.DeW ODE | paot her like your carpet.™

Wood says she gave that up a long spirit:

Russian Proverbs on Wives.

“Love vour wife like your soul, and
This is a
Russian proverb. Anothir of the same
“Not loeng hurt the bumps
from a loved one's thumps™ Wives
have undoubtedly beem sabjected to
much flltr:atment in Russia, where
most husbiands bkave always held to
the opinion that “Liberty speils a good
wife.” Some Russian proverbs are
cynicai as to the delights of matrl
mony, and most married men Eknow
how to say “Wed once, wail always.™
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Christ the victery hath won,
He hath conguered in the Sght!™
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Many and strangs are the v:!sv."v-‘ lacks this ceremony, dDut the devour

ances of Easter Sunday. whose very);can o to e
name has conie down to us from the |
Goddess of the east, she whe in Naxon |

mythology was QOstara. or Easter. In
the never<charging east and the muta-
ble west thew are strange customs
connected with this day, and no mat
ter how indifferent the Christian he
cannot ignore . Though it was not
until the vear 325 at the Councill of
Nice, that arcidgements were inaugn-
rated to determine what day in everr

vear Easter sheunld fall on, ard it was |
should be!l
the first Sunday after the fourteenth |

decided that Easter day

day of the calendar moon, which bap

pens on or after March 21, this ﬁ@d|

not alter the inper meaning of the
day.

In the same way its customs have
lingered until even their origin has
been lost in obscurity. For instance,

, many onique explanations have bheen
made regardin® Taster egws, some aw- |

thorities claiming that eges were used

long before the existence of Esaster,

Among Egvptians, Greeks and Ro
mans, the egg was the sign of the unt
verse, and Jor ceaturies the church
itself has considered eges the symbol
of the resurrection, and st first they
were dyed rad as symbolical of the
blood of Christ.
no vne can tell authoritatively, though
many contend that all spiritual stgumi-
ficance was lost in the thought that
after 40 days of fasting the earle

Just why this is ml

Church of the Pussion
ates, whers o the holy staircase and
chapel filis! with relics of the Passion,
among them the title of the cruch
fixion, which no one but the pope =
allowad to see. In France the arch
bishop haz for years givem his bene
diction on Easter morn from Moat
martre, and in London there are rich
parizshes where there a sort
of perfunctory alms giving among the
people, relles of a time when the Pas
chal feast was celebrated in arts of
Rrace and chavity

The American Indians take kinddy
to any ohserqanve which can fnd ex
pression in forms and ceremodies, and
| for this reasen Easter and Passion
week appeal forcidly te these whe
Iha\-n embraced Christianity, A ™
markadle Passton play has been on
acted for years at Amecameca, near
Mexico City, which is a wort of Oder
ammergan in the new world. Shortly
| after the Conquest Pope Adrian V1
sent 12 missionaries to coavert the
| Aztecs. Ome of them. Fra Martin,
L was & Kind man, who lived In & cave
Inn a monntain near Tenochititlan, or
| Mexico Clity. After his Qeath his body
| was placed In & chapel bailt over the
j cave, and the mountain became a
sacred spot. Thousands of pilzrims
jcome here Im Lent and on  Ash
| Wednesday the body of the priest is
[phn\d in the village church. For 200
| vears this coremony has bheen enacted,

is st

Christians were allowed to eat .ng! and has been fellowed by a Passion

and herce valved them as Easter re-
membrances. But these are not the
only countries where eggs have fig-
ured in a spring festival. The peo
ple of Peru believe that three eges fell
from heaven, thus bringing
king and common people on earth.
The Japtaese and Orientals look up-
on them 28 a type of the whole hu-

man soul, and Teutonic children are

tald the story of the turning of Ostara
into a hare, who appeared &s a mes
sepger of spring and leflt eges.  [taly's
childreu think that if they find an egg

{ play on Good Friday, which is wit

ressed by people from all over the
country. The performance, which s
under the auspices of the priest be-
| gins early in the morning and ends

priest, | at midnight when the peasant who

is selected to impersonate Jesus is
taken from the cross and the peones
who have bdeen in attemdance escort
the body of Fra Martin back to the
chapel over the grave. Thousands of
Mexican peones attend these cere

monies, and it Is this class of peopls
who take the various parts

" MOTHER’S EASTER PRAYER

Now winter's chill and blast is passed away,
N The earth no more is hard and brown and bare;
How fair the ficlds and meadows seem to-day
Warm in the new and tender green they wear!

Chilled was the c!d world's heart with sin years gone,
And youth weary and sad for its dear leat dreams;
But now repentant tears anvint the face of morn,

Each hill newsprinkled with fresh beauty gleams. %
Mercy divine with pity spared and bled; '

Nature forgiven to her day of innccence wakes. .
Chastened and contrite men keep a tender thread, a

And flowers upspringing smile for their dear sakes. .
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