NATION’S
TREASURE

Mammoth
Steel Vault
That Holds

HEN congress
the emergency
nct  last  May
the controller of

passed the
currency
authorizing | ture, furnished with steel racks, which |

eurrency to the
one-half of the
government bomds owned by
lonal banks throughout the
u condlition

amount of
the na

wus created

serions condition—which nobody veal!
Izl w0 fully as Witson W. Eldridge,
0 ol the division of fssues under
the ¢urrency bureau. For this vast
sunl, dbout 3490000000, was to  be

lacod in his hands for sufe keeping, |
| stantly set off

fs is all the natlonal bank currency.

At the time of the pas

#et there was on hand In the vaults
on the second lloor of the Treasury
bullding In Washington about $200,

000000 of natlonal banknotes, us @
"working stoek.” This gquantity of pa-
per money was about all that these
two vaults would hold, 80 when the
burenu of priuting and  engraving,
after sendlng out a C, Q. D suminons
for all the expert engravers in the
country to come to Washington and
aid in altering the steel plates, to
comply with the new law, began to
send the emergency currency In dray-
loads to Mr. Eldridge, that trusted
guardian of the natlon’s weanlth bhe-
gan to spend the most uneasy nights
In all his 40 years' service In the
treasury department and 20 years In
his present position.

The money continued to pour In,
not in thousands and hundreds of
thousands, but In milllons, It was the
mos! unwelcome money ever unload-
ed upon a man working for a salary

New Vault Made Necessary.

When things reached a  crisls an
order was given for a vault to hold
this emergency currency, a vault
which would make all previously
manufactured safes look like pocket
savings banks, for the new structure

of steel was to be thin shells be-
tween Inconceivable weualth  and
thieves who were ready to break in

and steal, and the corruption of fire,
earthquakes, and devastation of any
other character, It must be a vault,
g0 the treasury offlcials  specitied,

currenecy | elosely
to have printed emergency |

value of | veylzed steel, ball an iveh thick, and

country, |
and a very | shell of steel lies the

ge of this |
| on guard

HOUSE AT
WASHINGTON

the Surplus
Wealth of

Uncle Sam

The new vault, which was built ot
o cost of $45,000, Is a 1wo-story strue

deposit box
of Har

resemble salety
racks. The interlor walls are
the whole vault i5 incased o masonry
and cement more than two feet thick
But beneath the m nry aml the

chlef protec
| tiom of the vault against burglars—a
mat of eclosely woven stecl wires

Now, ench of these wires s charged
with electricity, so thiat when one ol
them Is touched with an awl or a bit
or a dynamite pump an rm g in
in an adjoining build
whtchimen are constantly
Anid to make sure that this
vlectrlieal appartus 1s wor proper
Iy there Is a which goes off
every 195 minute

ing, where

‘buzzer”
Inside the vault. If
the warning apparatus is not working
properly this b r will be thrown
ont of commisslon and the watchmen |
will be immediately notified

Tamper with Cables.

“But what if the cables connecting
the vault with the watchmen's room
shonld be cut?’ Mr. Eldridge was
agked. The reply was that any tam
pering with the cable would have the
same effect upon the alarm system as
if the vault itself had been attacked.

This enormous vault, whose roof Is
on a level with the pavement, has n
perfect system of ventilation by great
driving and suction fans, which are
turned on when the vault {s opened,
g0 that the air Is fresh and cool at all
times, It is lighted by electricity, the
lighting plug being put in place only
after the vault door I8 opened.

One of the marvels of the vault i3
the vault door, a complicated mass of
gray steel weighing seven tons, but so
wonderfully balanced on ball-bearing
hinges that it can be opened without
affort. It has four combinations, and
no one man in the employ of the gov-
ernment knows them. Two men know
two of them, and two others the pre
maining two, so that in order to un
lock the money chamber at least two
persons must be present. The door |
Is, of course, equipped with the time
lock device, which is now in use on |

Cannot

The Door to the Vault—

capable of holding the vastest sum of

money ever stored in one place, five

hundred millions,

was given and the safe-

To-day the vault
witnessed by

The order
makers set to work,
gtands completed, as
the accompanying
first which the government has al-
lowed to be taken of this vault, There
are stored in the steel pigeonholes a
little more than 300,000,000
notos and the remalning millions are
belng stored away as fast as they can
be counted in the big offices above
the level of the street,

[R5 SOt R S
MUCH PRECIOUS TIME WASTED

Writer in Lippincott's Points Out Loss
Caused by Stereotyped Forms of
Politeness.

Not very long ago the manager of a
telephone company in one . of our
larger cities issued instructions to the
pxchange girls that they must no
longer use the word “please” in con-
vorsation with patrons. It consumed
too much time. *“What number,
please?" was shorn of its embroidery
and reduced to “What number?” To
be sure, It Wis less courteous, but on
the other hand it was infinitely more
profitable By actual count f{t was
found that the girls had been saying
“pigase” 900,000° times a day Allow-
ing Half a second to its utterance,
heore was an awful dally waste of 125
hours. Five days going to waste every
round of the clock, a sheer loss of 60
months out of every year. Is It any
wonder the manager Wwis concerned
and put a stop to the drain? Why the
time it took to say “please” in one
day was move than enough, tln allow

4 1 o
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fllustration, the |

of bank- |

Its Weight Is Seven Tons,

| all first-class safes. But even entrance
through the vault door sets off the
alarm In the watchmen's room. It is
necessary, therefore, to supply the
wiatchmen's department with a sched.
ule showing at what hour the yault
will be opened and at what hour ft
| will be closed. The vault, according
| to the schedule, must not be opened
before 8:45 In the morning, and it
must be elosed before five every night.
| Old-Fashioned Elevator. |
| The only way to reach the vault s

| by way of a tiny hydraulic elevator,

| which is protected by an iron door,

him and hiz {amily to go to Europe

True, this is but a lecal circum-
stance, it to those of us who are not
asleep it portends the beglnning of a
world-wide reform. [If the ellimination |
of u single word of politeness in 2
telephone exchange can insure such a
remarkable saving of preclious time,
| pur duty lies clear before us. “Hello,”
l"l:onr sir.” “Yours truly,” “Beg par
don,” “Thank you,” and a score of
| other pleasantries left over from un:
progressive days must inevitably ful_-
low the fate of the telephone “please™
and the Kkitchen coffee-grinder. It
wonld not be surprising to leagn that
the people of the United States say
| *tjood morning” 100,000,000 times a
day. The loss of time that this repre-
sents, allowing a second to each greet-
ing, is enough to befuddle the most
reckless spendthrift, 1t means that
as a nation we siand still more than
three vears every day. There ure not
figures enough to caleulate whers the
world would have been in its history
by this time if we had been free uf‘
jl]ﬁl this one encumbering formality |
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1
| for the printing and the handiing of

1
legnl as soon as plated In eirculat

| making, but the perfected cash
| ag soon ta the bille are entered upon
| the lodgers of the

| 000 of the stolen bills
the rest,

| present day banknotes are due large-

| notes, and the bill required that these
| notes he put in eirenlation within 10

of speech.—Lippincott’'s Magaziue. | Prof. ,tsv.cumb was explaining

weh we pot

1, the vanlt |

the (ollow

CalG 680 in |

ns and

2 v 200 In tens, and $15.415.5 |
n fifties and hundreds I'he |
is printed in sheets, four bills

LwWen-

to the sheest and 1,000 sheets to the
package. There were nearly 9,000,000
sheets, or K597 packages to  store
AWAY The actual value represented
In this amount of printed paper s

only 3439850, In estimating this value
o the printed paper the government

| figures that each package welghs 14
| pounds, and the paper is purchased at |

43 cents per pound The balance |s

the bills, which are counted 53
before belrdg stored away.

tlines

| the floor in

AP PERran

Prior 1o the mnl ¢ new
vault the emer ¢V wWis
stored in the baser Union
Trust Company, at 1he corner of FIf

| teenth stroeots, N, W The firs
Tew millio that were o

Woin @ large o
wrlonds  of
this vault

fortymillionssoon averf

muoney ta arri

of 4 m
wed, and then
thig enormons wealth was

with a enps

kKed on

ordipnary wooden boxes
which any hatehet could have knocked
to smither This
awlul risk for the government to take
bt there wus nothipg else to be done
A tiny dvnamite cartridg
in a little arcaway in the rear of the
bank bullding would Lhuve blown &
hole In the cellur walls that would
have bared to view wealth of whieh
Solomon “in all his glory™ counld not
have dreanmed, and which would have

soemed. ap

dischurgeo

>

(s

(7 # ]

o
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Watson W. Eldridge, Custodian of Seven Hundred Millions of

Twenty vears ago this vast m:mum1
o printed bills would have been ut

terly worthless until each  bill  had
been gigned by the president and the
cashier of the bank in whose name lt]
was issued, but in the nineties con- |
gress passed n law making the notes
m,
thus adding materially to  Mr. El
dridge’s cnres, whose duty it then be
came to handle money, not in the |
:\.l}'l\'_ |

|['l'.:.\|lll"\' as h!':['.}.:
ped Lo a bank, they are considered
y. The express companies hand
g these shipments are bonded for |
G000, and In case of logs or rob- |
bery the company is held ru.-un-lmihh-!
for the loss. It was only a short time
ago that a shipment of $40,000 to the
Pacifie was stolen In transit,
and the express company was loreed
to glve a check for the full amount
The treasury is  to-day redeeming
some of these stolen banknotes with- |
out question, although some of them |
bear no signature at all, while others
bear the forged signaturea of* the
presgident of that bank and of the

der. The express company was
never able to recover more than 315,
It had to lose

toasl

Deserves Thanks of Nation.
The crispness and durability of our

ly to the efforta of Mr. Eldridge, the
guardian of the Jumbo among vaults
Many yvears ago congress passed a
law authorizing the issue of treasury

days. It was a rush job. The paper |
on which money is printed has to be
dampened before it takes the impres
sion of the hand press, so that when
it comes out it is nos slzed (covered
with glossy surface as the result of a
bath in a glutinous substance). These
treasury notes were lssued just as
they came from the press. As a result
the fibers soon began to break through
the surface of the paper, aud as each
bit of fiber dropped from the bill the
ink began to fade, so that within two
weoeks after the first blll was lssued
the treasury had to begin to redeem
the tattered notes and issue new ones
It was then that a committee appoint-
ed to examine into methods of the |

TOOK LESSON FROM AMERICAN

Englishman in High Place Glad to Ac-
guire Information from Prof.
Newcomb.

Lewis Nixon told this interesting |

story at a recent dinner:

“In sheer intellectual strength there
is no man in America superior to
Prof. Simon Newcomb

“And while known to but a Hmited
clrele of the American public, no man |
of science is better known or more
respected in Europe

“In 1882, when he was at the head
of the transit of Venus expedition, I
crosged with him. 1 was with him in
London, where every one seemed to
want to do honor to this distinguished

| duoy and night
L enly dropped from the pay roll of the

| third

CE B e T e Re PR e e N N S TR B S S B B

American

‘One day we went down to lunch
with the astronomer royal at the |
Gireenwich observatory.

wAfter lunch, sitting in the great |

octagonal instrument room, the as
trongmer royal and Prof Newcomb be
gan ta talk shop, Among other thing

tfills eight caps

Dollars.
made haughty (Croesus green with
epvy. In order to meet this danger

the government employed ten extra
watchman, who patrolled the strects
and allevs in the neighborhood of the
I'nion Trust buillding for nine months,
Thors watehmen were

treasury on May 10, when the new

vault was tuwrned over to the govern
| ment by the contractors

Forced Change in Steel Plates.

But the division of issue was not
the only brauch aof the government
which found itself extremely  busy
aftor the passage of thi CMergency
| enrrency  aet The stecl plates for
CVETY 1 nal bank In the country

had to b tered.  To the legend on

| the face of the banknotes and at-the

“Secured by bonds of the United
there had to be added a
line, “Or uther securities.” In
order to add these three words every

plate had to be softened, the extra

tap.

| words engraved, and then the whole

ate retempered BEach of . these
tnote plates, which costs $756, will

| print 20,000 bills, then the impressions

begln to get dull, and the plate has to
be softened, the dies ut, and the
plite  tempered again, after which
about 10,000 more jmpressions can be
taken. The plates are then destroyed
and new ones made
To-day Mr. Eldridge
your notes come in
you can make them,' is his message
to the head of the burean of engraving
and printing, “Hush the notes over
untll we have a stock of 700,000,000,
200,000,000 to remain o the
vaults for current needs of the banks
and 500,000,000 to rest secure in the

gleops  eAsy
ns fast as

vault beneath the treasury, guarded
by its walls of steel and stone and by
fts network of wires which never

sleep”

Bread from Fish Roe.

Peasants In the eastern reglons of
Russia make bread from fish roe, At
the present time, owlng to the hard
seagon, there is what they term in
that coumntry a “lttle famine,” conse
quently the peasants are making bread
from the roe of fresh water fish, with
which the rivers abound. The process
of making “fish flour” difters little
from the ordinary one. The roe s
dried and ground, and cooked in the
usuel fashlion

lie combined in one caleulation the
effects of more than one observation
on the fixed stars, greatly facilitnting
calenlations and insuring accuracy,

“The professor taiked along in A
matter of fact way as if it were the
stimplest formula imaginable,  The as-
tronomer reyval sesmed to be trying
to follew him, and then he safl
“*Prof. Newcomb, that's: rather In:
tricate.  Would you mind my taking
notes?" e promptly got paper and
pencil, and as soon as he put a few
figires down he, of course, qulekly
grasped the idea and highly commend
ed it.

“Hut one can easily imagine what
pride 1 felt as an American to see the
astronomer royal of Britain, a
Smith's pr man and the greatest
mathematician in the empire, tuking
notes and learning from Shmon New
comb some of the tricks of his trade™

Capsules Filled by Machine.
A new  machine automatically
welghs or me s g medicine and
g while oue 15 fliad

by Land

A

upper |

LEADER OF THE PITTSBURG PIRATES

-

Here (s Fred Clarke, the pilot of the
pirate erew from Pittsburg
teen in the game a long while, but
from the way he keeps up his speed it
will be many moons belore a young
ster Is selected to supplant  him,
Clarke hag carvied home several pen-
nants for the Smoky City aggr

was under the late Billie Barnie, in
the old Loulsville days that Clarke
made hils entry into major league com-
pany. He soon suceeeded Barnie as
leader of the Colonels, and later, when
the Pittsburg club bought out the
Louisville franchise and merged both
clubg, Clarke came to Plttsburg and

ONE OF THE GIANT TWIRLERS

Leon Ames has done acceptable
wark for the New York Giants in the
box this season. While Ames has
never been ranked as a star, he has
developed into a first.rate twirler dur

Fred has | field and m

gation, |

vis Tgenerally

Ing the years he has been with the |

Giants,

Pulliam Back in
Harry Pullianm is again the directi
hewd of the National league,  After
leave of absence of six
Nuttonal leagae

Harness,

president  has  re
gnmed his duties.  When Polllan ap
peared at his office in the St
building in New York he was as In
a8 a berry and looked
realth Though they

he information out in
aiice asslstants w
John Heydler, who |
president
Pulliagm

EBCretary

Laninfs
W
the picture of
had not
advanee, the
expecting him
been acting as
everythiing o
resuned. his

104 ovey

and

months the |

Eiven ¢

| a bad

has remained ever since, playvi
naging the team
Just now the Pittsburg clan is sall
ing along at the head of the Natlonal
league race and the hustling manager
has his men In good shape. Of course
he has the able assistance of that
mighty Dutchman, Hans Wagner, and
wy! what a bundle of assistance that
big pretzel honter is to Clarke. The
latter '8 Its the pennant for his
this tin and he further avers that
a world's championship goes with ft
For he feals that his team will be able
to  trounce the Detroits, whom he
pleks to win the Amerlcan league flag

i left

]

MOST BASEBALL PLAYERS
ARE LIVING MODEL LIVES

High-Salaried Diamond Artists Real-
ize That They Must Keep in
Best of Condition.

The life of the average baseball
player Is 4z close to the model a good
¢itizen ‘should follow as can be. He
marrled, and, except
when he is traveling, spends his spare
timse at home. On the road he is at
his hotel most o the time when he is
nat at the bascball park. Onee or
twice a perbaps, he goes to
the theater, but generally he spends
the evening in the lobhy of his hotel
talking over basehall gl other mat
with members of his own team
and friends who drop in to see him.
Nine times out of ten he is in bed and
by 10580 o'clock

werk,

ters

In the old daya of baseball It used
to be goite ti thing for the star
playver to nights in drinking
with frim ng in the genfality
of and mixing In rowdy
3 I wetiond are a thing
i

3 the  baseball player Is
first a gentleman. No tewm will
put with a man that drinks ex

wssively, save dn. pare ons Now
and then there is a man who can

ol s evenings in hitting the high
#pots and then play good baseball the
following day. Suech men are few and
far between, howow Most of those

| whao try it discover that their carcers

as ball players in bigleague dompany
are shortdlved

# matter of common
I player
his best

sense
mows e cannot do
when e is not taking care

of himsolt It he does not know it
the fans and his manager will point it
out to him with unquestionable foree

He knows that to hold a job on a big
lecgue basebill team he must be in
nossession of the ability o use the
best his benin and muscles contain
He can have this ability only by ob

gorving the bhoest rules of Hfe

Furthoer , the haseball player in
the last tow years has come Lo realize
better than before that when he

is throuah with baseball he can ex

pect nothing from  the public that
oneo applanded him, nor from the
| marn 1 that anee begged (or his sig

nature 1o g contract.  He must taks
L eare of himsell, and If he bas not pro
| vided for the future during his days
of success and monev-making he s in

There are probalily no men receiy
fng such high =alarvies who take such
eond care of their money and save s
much of 1t as + Al
woll-known st

dinmond
played in one of the big

MOSE any
Lt has
leagues (o a number of ‘vears has
nsually laid hy a big proportion of his

salary when the Inevitable time
for his revirement comes he ig In a
pasition to take up some onther busi
ness, or A0 he does not wish to s
that he finds himself in eir
| cirm CASY cnough to be free
Ufram coneerning the future for a
pumber of years at lenst
Umpire Cusack Loses Job,
John Hewdler, acting presidont of
Nationual lengue, has  dismissed

dutles as |

vk, whose work has been

"t iafnetory For the present the
opnl leasue will go o dlong  with
vy mprires,  Jdohnstone working

alone

The Main Thing.

Rudolph Spreckels, of San  Fran-
cisco, has sold his racehorses because
of his aversion o racetrack gambling.

“If gambling were but a mere inei
dental to racing 1 should not mind,”
sald Mr. Spreckels at a San Franclseo

dinner, “but gambling s essential e
racing. 1t dominates it. It dwaris it
like the vase of the fountain pen
“A girl, vou know, gave her Intend-
ed @ cheap fountadn pen for Chy
mig. Some weeks liater the  Young
man sald te her:
F 4 i

UMy dear, do you remember that

fountain pen vou gave me?
‘Yes,' said she,

*Well,! sald the young man, ‘do
yvou mind making me a suit of over-
nlls to go with it

“In my parable,” concluded Mr
Spreckels, “the pen s racing and the
overalls are gambling.”

By Himself.
vier gnld unyvthing that was

No mar

bright

tited doy after

|
duy

(OPENED AS MUSEUM

|

iHc'..'\‘n Where K:zats and Sheliey
| Lived in Rome.

| - - -

|
|
i

and Vines Make E

Bower of Little Gallery Where

One Can Fancy Two Famous
Pcets Chatted Together.

Flowers

2arly in April, In the pres
nee of King Vietor IKmm: sl 111, of
Wy, the XKeats Shelley |

memorial
was opensd and con

in memory ol

e in Rome

ruted ns o moes

two  Engllsh poeta who weras
friends.,  Henceforth this houze, sitl
ated on‘the right hand side of the old

Spanish stalrs, In the PMazza dl Spag
na, will be a new resort lor English
spenking tourists and loves ol the
pocts when in the Eternal clty. The
house has been bought by Lnglish
and American lovers of poesy It
cost siill,illl'll,_' It i8 & modest house,
which In Keatls®™ and Shelley's day was
a pension, or boarding house

There 18 a guiet seriousness about
the premises, as {f the shadow still
lngored where young Keats breathed
hin last sigh. In the little entrance
hang sowme eld engravings, which givo

onié an fdea of the Plazza d! Spagna
before tho Spanish stairs were bullt
and after their construction. Tha
house s been renovated. The een-
tral room has been transformed into
a reading room Around the walls
*‘un the book shelves made of dark

wilnut, the floor s covered by thick
Turkish rugs Sir Moses FEzokiel's
bust of Shelley holds a prominent
place in this room, as well as that
made of Shelley by Severn. It Is
rathor hard to put oneself in touch
with the two poetic spirits who lved
in this house, amid the babble of the

Memorial House in

Rome,

Keats-Shelley

tourlsts, and the questions with which
they ply the civil Itallan gentlemuan
who acts as curator, 1| am quite sure
he must be almost distracted after
hizg morning's work, for the house s
only open every day to the public
irom ten o'clock until one p. m.

One of the little rooms leads out
on the dearest little terrazionoo,
which in these lovely spring days Is a
display of beautiful flowers and ereep-
ing vines, HMere one can easily fancy
Kenrts and Shelley resting and chat-
ting together. In another room tho
hook hold 200 - editlons of
Keats' and SHelley’'s works., Most of
these being’recent editipng, have Little
value cxcept as evidendéd o @ can-
tinuing fame of the poets—but is not
that worth whike to show ‘in this way?

By far the most-intaresting room 18
the little bedohamber in \}'L.lj_rh Keats
dled, with fts two windows, one of
whkith looks out over the Piazza di
Spugna and the other on the pletur
esque gtairs leading up to the Church
della Trinita de Monte. From that
window one can gaze down on the
lovellest flower market in the world
all the year round, and watch the
ayer-pasaing thromg goilng up and
down the Spanish steps. Many of tha
artists' models group themselves
ibout, or drop off for thelr open air
glestas In the most natural of poses.

In thls emall bedroom Keats died in
the arms of his faithful friend, Sev-
rn. The celling and the little fire-
> have been left just as when
Keats lived in the room. 1o this little
sanctuary is the death mask of Keats,
and a small loek of his chestnut-brown

r. Ina eealed vase 18 a little bone
h Tretawney kept from the heart
="cer cordium”—when the flames re-
dured all that was once Percy Byashe
Shelley's frame to a bandful of clean

shelves

This Iittle house where the two
nocty stayed In Rome puts us in toueh
with them on different lines from
thelr graves, In the beautiful Jlitte
English cemetery, under the shadow
of the pyramid of Calus Cest us, and
the walls of old Rome., There are §0V-
eral autograph letters of  Keats and
Shelley carefully treasured in the lit-
te museum, as well as their S0NgH sot
o musie. It I pleasant to feel that
these poetle friends—such loyers of
Italy!'—lived and enioyed all Italy had
to offer them in the fulness of her
wondrous beauty, art and history, and
when life's fitful fever ended for them
they rest In her loving bosom '

The Difficulty.
. Mrs. Stuyvesant Fish is an anti-sufl
irngerte She has Jjoined the ant!
auffragette organization, the National

League for the Civie Education of
Women. At a luncheon the other day
sho snid

It Isn't possible for women to do

work as

men. day in and
GA¥ out in good weather and in foui
For ins ance, _what woiman vould be

# postman, out m all kinds of weath

ind ar all hours, walking miles

smiled
woman postman woulid anmpars
with a male one as the heggar ;
Pares with the millionnire
"I'Tm.-'\--- BOt no ground to  envy
me” satd the milllonaire 1o the bog
Ear, ‘'ve got just as many troubl

Qlvs As

com

you lhinve.'

1 No doubt yer right, boss,” sald the
HERZAr, humbly, ‘but the  diffienlty
With we is, 1 ain't got nothia' olse
: Not Suitable,
She--Try  thi delightful cough
LTI 6% .
Heo (q ng) =0 wouldn't
§i gonmd ! aven't 1 | i
I
.




