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HE ocean disaster which'
resulted in the loss of the
steamship Republic, and
the prominent part played
in the rescue work by the
United States steamship
Seneca has served to focus
public attention for the
first time upon a magnifi-
cent new government ves-
§ sel—perhaps the most nov-
el and interesting craft fly-
ing the stars and stripes.
This newcomer, the Seneca by name,
Is officially designated a “derelict de-
stroyer” and not only is she a novelty
among American ocean-going craft,
but is unique in the world, being the
first and only vessel of the kind ever
designed or constructed. The primary
function of the Seneca is, of course,
Indicated by her title, “derelict de-
stroyer,” but the usefulness of the
powerful vessel is by no means con-
fined to the removal of derelicts,
wrecks or other menaces to naviga-
tion, as was eloquently proven by
the part she played in the relief of
Republic.

Indeed her role is to be that of a
missionary of relief at sea—affording
succor not enly to imperiled navigators but alsp fo ves-
sels in distress from one cause or another. The need of
such a vessel as the Seneca has been keenly felt for
years, the more so because with the increase in the com-
merce of the world there has been a proportionate in-
crease in the number of derelicts sighted each year—
those nearly submerged hulks that float hither and
thither on the high seas and constitute perhaps the most
serious menace to modern navigation
and one of the most difficult to avoid.

The agitation of shipping interests
etc., for some definite plan of cam-
paign against the deadly derelicts be-
Ean many years ago and as long as
eight years ago a crusade had taken
definite form to the extent of almost
unanimous advocacy of a derelict de-
stroyer, such as is the cruiser which
has recently gone into commission.
However, like many another innova-
tion, the project took form slowly and
it was not until the Fifty-ninth con-
gress that the mnational legislature
made an appropriation of $250,000 for
the construction of the “gun cotton
cruiser” which was recently complet-
ed at the great ship yard at Newport
News, Va. It waseminentlyappropriate
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STON A
MISSTION

The Seneca which has
lately undertaken her ingenious patrol of the
Atlantic ocean is a spar-deck vessel, 204 feet
in length over all, and 24 feet beam, schooner
rigged with two pole masts without gafis. It
is of course very important that this ever-ready
relief ship shall be readily recognized at great
distances by imperiled mariners or other in-
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that this good angel of the high seas
should be placed under thejurisdiction
of the United Statesrevenuecutterser-
vice for this branch of the treasury de-

partment has, during recent years, devoled an increasing
amount of attention to the destruction of derelicts and
Indeed, during the win-
ter season, the various revenue cutters that can be
assigned to the work form a regular cruising fleet, the
ships of which continually traverse the highways of
oceanic commerce, prepared to offer aid as needed to ves-
The regular revenue cutters have, on
occasicn, performed creditable work in the destruection

relief work of all kinds at sea.

sels in distress.

of derelicts but they are rone of them

of course, for this unusual occupation as is the Seneca,
and furthermore, the new “battleship of peace” has ex-
ceptional steaming radius—a most important considera-
tion in derelict hunting—and will at all times carry suffi-
cient coal, fresh water and other supplies to enable her
to steam across the ocean if necessary.
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_‘J'HL’ NEW DEREL/ICT CESTROYER JSENECAH

terested persons, and to that end effort has been made

thoroughly distinctive in appearance.

The hull has been painted a dark green, with upper and
lower shear moldings lizht in color from stem to stern:
the upper works and boats are white: and the spars and
smokestack vellow,
the top ard red, w

the latter having a black band at
bite and blue vertical stripes to the

As if this unusual color were not suf-
ficient to arrest attention, the foremast carries a signal
vard, from each arm of which is displayed a black spheri-

ee feet in diameter.

the Seneca displays a distinguishing signal
in the form of two occulting truck lights, red on the
foremast and white on the mainmast, with simultaneous
flashes and 15-second

intervals, Finally, a

powerful wireless telegraph outfit enables communication

Comforts of a Snow House

The experience of those who tent in
the arctic during the colder winter
months is to be summarized about as
follows:

When the tent has been pitched the
temperature within it is some 15 or 20
degrees higher than outside, or 30 de-
grees below if it is 50 below in the
open; one is damp and warm from
the strenuous exercise of the day, but
soon becomes cold, and shivers; one
crawls into his sleeping bag and
makes entries in the diary clumsily
with one's mittens on; the heat from
one's body forms hoar frost on every-
thing in the tent, and congeals in the
sleeping bag, so that it becomes stiff
and heavy with ice during the day's
travel, when it freezes, and soaking
wet when one gets. into it at night
and thaws it out; this in turn wets
one's clothing, and the trousers and
coat freeze stiff as sole leather when
one breaks camp in the morning; the
24 hours are a round of wretchedness,
and the ice-crusted tent amd icy sleep-
ing bags become a heavy load for the
sled. .

When one follows Eskimo methods
the conditions are markedly different.
On any treeless open (unless it be
perhaps during the first month of win-
ter) an area of compactly drifted snow
is easily found; the snow knives of
bone and iron, according to eircum-
stances, are brought out and the sur-
face of the drift is divided into blocks
of domino shape, say 14 by 30 inches
=nd 4 inches thick; these are then
placed on edge and end to end in a
circle the size of the desired ground

area of the dome-shaped hut; then, on
the principles of architecture that ap-
ply to domes, whether made of store
or snow, the bee-hive house is com-
pleted. Two men can in an hour build
a house large enough for eight to
sleep in. When the house is com-
pleted a doorway is cut in its side
near the ground, skins are spread over
the floor, one brushes himself as clear
of snow as possible and erawls inside.
The oil lamps are then lit, and the
house is soon brought to a tempera-
ture considerably above the freezing
point; for snow is one of the Dbest-
known nonconductors of heat, and the
intense cold of the outside penetrates
the walls only to a very slight degree.
But when the house gets warm the in-
ner side of the snow dome begins to
thaw, and the water formed is sucked
into the snow, blotter fashion: when
this water penetrates far enough into
the snow to meet the cold from the
outside it freezes, and your snow
house is turned into an ice dome so
strong that a polar bear can crawl
over it without danger of breaking
through.

‘When once inside the house the Es-
kimos strip naked to the waist and
hang their clothes to dry on pees in
the wall. On some journeys we had
sheet-iron stoves (procured from
whalers in former years), which we
installed in the snow houses, and in
which we built roaring fires.

One is well placed to take comfort
in the ingenuity of man overcoming
a bharsh environment when, sitting
snug, warm and lightiy clad, one lis-
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destruction upon menaces to navigation

they are more than paralleled by her
means of afiording succor to disabled
£hip or sailor. There is a machine shop,
manned by men experienced in quick

repair work, and a hospital, thoroughly

wodern in equipment and in charge of a
skilled surgeon. A powerful derrick and
other similar appliances make the Sene-
ca the equal of any wrecking tug now
afioat. Diving apparatus renders pos-
slble under-water repairs to damaged
vessels and as an alternative in case a
damaged craft can not be put into
shape to limip into port under her own
steam the Seneca has a full ecomple-
ment of steel and manila hawsers and
towing machines

Finally, to turn to vet another phase
of the Seneca’s versatility, it may be
mentioned that this interesting new
good Samaritan of the high
effect, a floati savi ytion. She
bes line-carrying es buoys,
life and surf boats short, all the
utensils of a modern ving: corps,

and her boat crews are trained to han-
dle heavy-sea working boats under all
coaditions likely to be encountered in

rescuing imperiled persons from strand-

at all times with other ships and with
As tools of her trade the Seneca car

the like of which was never heretofore to be found on
Foremost among these aids are a varied

any one vessel,
assortment of explosives in various
blowing up derelicts. The ecapacious

hoid of the Seneca can accommodate sufficient dynamite

and gun cotton to blow up a whole fle
is intended, of course, to use this destr
in the interest of humanity. For mc
destroying operations the Seneca will
standard United States navy mine a
provided include all the necessary el
for exploding these mines.

Complete as are the facilities of the

helplessly over the ice vault that two
hours before was an oval snow bank.
| longed for a dressing gown and slip-
pers, but one cannot burden his sled
with such luxuries. There was no
cold to make the hands numb in writ-
ing the diary, no frost to congeal on
the bedclothing and make them wet,
none of the night's discomforts and

the morrow's forebodings that have
been the stock in trade of the makers
of arctic books. And when we broke
camp in the morning we did not bur-
den the sled with an ice-stiffened 100-
pound tent, but stuck in our belt the
ten-ounce snow knife, our potential
roof for the coming night.—Harper's
Magazine.

THE BABY, THE LITTLE BROTHE R AND THE BIG FOOTBALL.

tens to an arctic blizzard whining

ed or foundering ships. Moreover, the
Seneca will, at all times, carry an extra
supply of provisions for suffering mar-
iners and has surplus quarters where
rescued persons may be accommodated
until they ecan be landed at soroe con-
venient port.

* The Seneca is as powerful as she is
staunch. This is essential, for the ship
has been designed to be capable o
steaming 5,000 miles without onece stop-
ping to replenish fuel or other supplies.
Obviously she will find her greatest
for activity in stormy weather
and she has been designed accordingly.
Viention has already been made of the
fact that her 1,800 horse power, triple
expansion engines may, at any time,
be ealled upon to put forth the extra
force necessary to drag a ship as large
or larger than the Seneca through long
leagues of unruly seas, and energy must
also be furnished to operate extra pow-

need
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15t of her derelict
make use of the
nd the appliances
ectric cables, ete.,

service. The
Tompkinsville, N.
prise all that po

on the south. Of

alongside in
wireless
need to the world's shipping carries eight officers and a

erful wrecking and fire pumps. Inci-
dentally, it may be noted that the crew
of the Seneca is as thoroughly drilled
in fire fighting as in life saving and a
ship afire at sea will be robbed of much

. once the rescuer Seneca has
response to an alarm
telegraph. This new friend in

She is in command of Capt. William E.

Revnolds, a veteran of the revenue cutter service and un-

of the ablest and most conscientious

officrs who has ever worn Uncle Sam's uniform in any
Seneca has her permanent station at

Y.. and her cruising distriet will com-
rtion of the North Atlantic ocean be-

tween Portland. Me., on the north and Charleston, S. C.,

course the vessel will go beyond these

limits of occasion demands, but the Gulf stream carries

Seneca for visiting practically all der

eliets within this radius.

Young Hunters Lose Sleep

Now that the hunters are return-
ing from the mountains many are the
tales told of pranks played.

One old hunter was telling bis
friends the other day of a prank he
played on a young and energetic hunt-
er from New York, a man who be-
lieved he knew all there was to be
known of wild animals of the woods.

Every day this ambitious young
hunter would go on the hunt for deer
alone and return with tales of the
hoofprints and other signs he had
seen of deer within a short distance of
the camp. Every depression among
the leaves on the ground, every leaf
turned over and every twig snapped
was a sure sign, to his mind, that deer
had been on the ground, perhaps a
whole herd of them.

Early, very early, one morning the
old hunter arose quietly and took with
him the hoof of a deer that he car-
ried with him for luck—a big buck’s
hoof—and crept to the tent of the
young hunter, where he made imprints
on the soft ground all around it. Many
times around it went the hoofprintss
and then off into the woods.

When the young hunter arose in
the morning and saw the prints, clear
and distinet, he said nothing, but de-
cided that he would sit up that night
and shoot the big buck and so get
ahead of his companions: especially
the old hunter, who thought he knew
so much.

He sat up that night and many oth-
er nights in the bitter cold ‘while his
companions slept peacefully and com-
fortably under good warm Dblankets.

The old hunter. after six nights, was

merciful and told the young man that
it was all a joke.

Sending a young hunter on a cold,
windy night to a tree on the edge of
a pond a mile or so off and telling him
to sit there during the nizht, as on
such a night the deer, and perhaps
moose, were sure to appear is an-
other favorite scheme. Of course he
is told that the rest of his companions
are to be in other trees a few rods
distant, but he is to be sure not to
call, and if he did they would refuse
to answer him. Then his companions
2o back to camp and sleep well and
long while he sits all night in a tree.

First Use of War Balloon.

At the battle of Fleuris, June 26,
1794, in the French revolutionary
period, the balloon was for the first
time used in the service of the army.
The Austrians, stupefied, saw the cap-
tive airship Entreprenant above their
heads at a height of 300 meters. This
apparition greatly angemed the Aus-
trian, Gen. Cobourg, who cried out:
“Is there anything these scoundrels
will not invent?”

Left Blocming Alone.

“If you only knew what to expect,”
sighed the hostess; “but youdon't and
can't. Last month I went out and
bought flowers for my party. Then
my friends all sent me flowers—roses,
carnations, some orchids. This month
I didn’t buy myself flowers, expecting
the same, and, my goodness! There
wasn’t a single blooming flower in the
flat. Not a one of them sent éven a
bud.”

Sentence Can Not Be Written,

«pjd you know that there is at
Jeast one sentence in English that can
be spoken but that it is impossible
to write?’ asked a University of
pennsylvania senior quoted in the
Philadelphia Record. “Yes, it’'s cor-
reet English, 1 suppose, and then,
again, 4t isn’t. "Here is the sentence,
although I swear I don’t know how
you are going to write it: ‘There are
three twos in the English language.’
You see, if you spell two, t-w-o, the
sen*epce 18 lacorrect, as it is it you

spell it either ‘too, or ‘to’ Catch
the point? Really it s incorrect to
say it, although it certainly should
be possible to express the thought.
This thing has got me going, and it
simply goes to show what a mess the
English language it. There certainly
is a word ‘two' and a word ‘too’ and
another ‘to’ and they are all three
pronounced alike—two, too or to—
which makes it correct to say: ‘There
are three twos,’ or ‘three toos' or
‘three tos’ in the English language
But what’s the use?”

Sugar King’s Story

“The late Claus Spreckels,” said a
San Franciscan, “had one weakness
of which he was a little ashamed. He
~ould not resist the appeal of a beg-
gar. Yet he knew that the charity
societies are right, and that most beg-
zars are impostors.” P

“*‘Have the moral courage of your
~onvictions," I said one day, as I saw

him give a beggar a quarter. ‘Send

these fellows to the charity special-
ists for investigation.’

“‘Moral courage!" Mr. Spreckels
murmured, ‘That is what we call on
when we contemplate a mean action.’

“A school teacher once told her
class that the courage which makes
us do what we think right, regard
ness of the sneers of others, was mor-
al courage, the best kind.

““Then, if a boy has a box of candy,
like me vesterday,’ said a lad, ‘and if
he eats it all himself, without giving
any to people that have no right to it,
no matter how much they call him
mean and stingy—that there’s moral
courage, ain't it, teacher? "—Wash-
ington Star.

All Claimed as British.

Every child, no matter what the na-
tionality of the parenis may be—full-
blooded negro:s, Chinese, red Indians
—born on board British ships on fhe

high seas, is British, and belongs to
the parish of Stepney, London. Four
interesting additions were made
known a few days ago on the arrival
of a Pacific liner, although they have
no claim whatever to the title British
—two of them being Spanish and two

Portuguese. The four births occurred
between Pernambuco, Brazil, and
Liverpool.

Bargain Notice.
“Qur feataer beds are marked down.”
—~Cornell Widow.
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| GUILLOTINE AGAIN IN USE.

! Public Execution of Criminals Is Re
sumed in France.
Paris.—After keeping the zuillotine

locked up out of sight for three ye
because President Kallieres opposed
capital punishment and preferred o ‘
pardon persons condemned to deatl
France has again brought the dreaded
“widow"” into use and has resumed
the public execution oI criminals
Parisians have thronged the places
of execution and have shown such a
disposition {o make a meiry spectas
of the death of a eriminal t]

The Guillotins

'owing

seas is, in | fancy

A man named D
vietim fe 3 (
{ blooded minrd 0f
wife, i et
n tr: { \
| M 1 WO
L I 1
Y teatl
| songs with uproaricus che
M. Deibler, the executio
object of [renzied ovation \
he left the privacy of his ho
the cafes, restaurants and |
all packed. A
On the night before ihe ¢
no one seemed to go to bed
mained on the streets awaiiing
execution. and once the erowd of ms:
queraders mockingly sang I
fundis™ right under Danvers

“BACK TO THE LAND” QUESTION

Will Be Arswered by Exhaustio
Coal, Says Sir William Ramsay

London.—Sir Willia
the opinion that the “back to t}
question wiil be settled
about the vear 2109, In
sory return of the g
people of England to agrien
suits. The prime factor in th
the diminishing coal suppls
according to this eminent aut}
would not last more than from o
800 vears.

The chiefl sources of energy a‘
preseni moment are coal, oil
and water. Long before the coal suj

W

he

ply becomes exhausted there will
diminished produection with higher
prices, and within 200 years or evel
lesg the high price of coal will rende
the conditions of living very difficuit
A supply of heat might be obtained
in the form of steam by drilling a
hole in the earth's crust at least ten
miles deep. Such a project has beer
considered from a practical point of
view by the Hon. Mr. Parsons of U
bine fame and his verdict is that the

execution of the project would cost )
$4 800,000 and could not be accon )
plished in less than eight years. It is

conceivable that such a project mizhi
be undertaken, but it is highiy
probable that it will be.

Sir William urged that the present
generation should exercise thought |
the generations to come by conservin:
the stores of coal existing in Engiand
Otherwise, in 200 years he foresaw
general immigration from England
other countries and the decay of
industries dependent on coal for the!

energy.

The Gateman's Sensation.

The man from Washington, D. €
was at the Bunker Hill monument. s o
registered, looked at the curiosities
and when told that to go to the fo]
he would have to climb the stairs
dodged. Leaving, he chatted with the
gateman, who described the views
from the windows in great detail. |
“How long have you been here?”
“Twenty-five years.”
“What are the sensations
enced when you are at the top?” ~.
“1 don’t know. I've never been to

experi- .

the top.’—Boston Récord. -
Large Revenues from Sugar.
In the total of the last tem yea:s
sugar has paid more than one-fifth of ’
our customs revenues, or in round f& ]
ures $550,000,000 out of a total of ;
$2,500,000,000 i



