BALKAN CRISIS

PROVOKED BY

POWERS' GREED - ¢

NATIONS NOT

Alliance to Press Reforms

by Inability of Christian Governments to Agree

—Quarrel Among The
Seli=Interest—Peace oi

IN ACCORD

Upon the Porte Crippled

mselves Over Loot and
the World Imperiled.

Mirquis of Argenson, Louis XV.'s
great minister,  wrote: “The first
ireat change that will take place in
flurope will probably be the conquest
of Turkey. This empire grows weak-
«1 because of its bad government, and
hecause it is impossible that this gov-
ornment should become better, and
guite sure that it will grow worse.
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are rising in the Ottoman --m-E
. Lvery day a feather falls from
the wings of the Turkish eagle.”

So it seemed to this far-sighted man
several eentaries ago, but to-day there
is only one faet of the Balkan situa-
upon which all sane westerners
agree,  and  that iz the growing
strength of the Turkish military re-
sonrees, writes Stephen Bonsal in the
Philadeliphia Ledger. That is a formid-

Tion

able hody ol ‘rained and fanatical
men, some 300,000 strong, that tram-

ples the Christian peasants of Mace-
donia under foot, and, after looking
ihe sitnation over, the intervening
powers of Christianity have not fallen
on this rmigged host, bat have fallen
ont among themselves on a guestion |
of railway

: !

Thirst for Advantage. 1

CONCess10ns.

The czar of holy Russia and Em-
wror Joseph, who was called to rule
the holy Roeman empire, are exchang.
ing letters, which, while the diplomar-
ie forms are still observed, reecall the |
wordy wars of railway kings. The ;li-i'
liance or enténte between the powers
which was to press reforms upon the
norte that wonld make it possible for
the Christian subjeets of the porte
to live in peace and yvel live Christian
lives, has been disrupted by the greed
ol gain and the thirst for political ad-
vantage experienced by the powers,
which have in the last decade plumed
themselves upon exercising a mandate
in Macedonia which they had received
from outraged humanity.

[t is a pitiful end of the reform
decade, and the best thHat can he sald
of the simnation is that to-day the
Christian peasants are not much worse
off than they were before, and that
those who have survived their hard!
experiences ave probably much wiser
than they were when they began their
political schooling funder such august
patronage. Taking the optimistic
view, the Turkish soldier is not al-
ways a brute and the Turkish efiendi
not always a thief. Looking backward
now, the more than decimated peas-
antry of the Macedonian highlands
doubtless reeall the pleasant days of
hefore the uprising, the days when
they ha:d not heard of a Pan-Slav or a
Pan-Hellenie propaganda, when they
didn’t Enow whether they were Servi-
ans, Houmanians, Bulgarians or
Grecke, and didn't much care.

The Railway Row.

The railway row is clearly a pretext
for and not the cause of the split in
the joint Macedonian policy of Russia
and Austria. Russia has not even the

ready for raflways, and many more of
them. Ten years ago the complaint of |
Httle Servia and the veto of Hussia
would, of course. have brought these
projects to an untimely end. but to-
day the balance of power in the near
east has changed as greatly as it has
in the far east, and the protests are
more likely to fall to the ground than
are the projeeted railways.

The story of the so-called reforms |
in Macedonia is a sad and a sordid
one, Officially, at least, all Christen-

dom “with a long pull and a pull alto-
gether,” has been unequal to the task
of making the “sick man of Europe” sit
un, or of bringing the “unspeakable |
Turk™ to book. In England alone of
all the great powers interested, and,
indeed, morally responsible for the
horrors of daily and hourly ocenrrence
in the luckless vilayvets, is there any
appreciation of the dreadful situation.
Almost weekly the Macedonian com-
mittee, of which Lord Newton and Mry. |
Gurney are the most active members,
publish statistics setting forth as
plainly as cold fizures can make them,

pered in their work by the undeniable
fact that through the action of the
earl of Deaconsfield and Loicd Salis-
bury at the Berlin congress, when they
thwarted Iznatieff's plan of 2 greater
Bulgaria, including a free Macedonia,
England is primarily responsible for
the present status of affairs. They
are further hampered by the presence
in Constantineple of an incompetent
ambassador, who has given undeniable
proofs of his want of capacity in such
important posts as he has occupied in

|Snﬁa. in Pekin and in St. Petersburg.

The first whisper of reform—in
what we call Macedonia—eame in vir-
tue of the accord of 1879 hetween Aus-
tria and Russia, and their recognition
by other European states as the pow-
ers most directly concerned. The ad-
vice of the powers was accepted
gracefully—it always Is—by the sul-
{an, and with the purpose of forestall-
ing any possible drastic action the
sultan himself drew up a program of
reforms, and appeinted that adroit
diplomatist and profound student of
human nature, Hussein Hilmi Pasha,
inspector zeneral of the disturbed
provinees.

Drawing Up Programs.

The moment Hilmi Pasgha arrived at
Salonica to assume his herculean task
the late Count Lamsdorfl, the Russian
minister for foreign affairs, set out

remotest intention of building a rail
way from the Danube to the Adriatic,
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| Were safesuarded by them, and in
Ctheir proposals the powers remained

(well within the Hmits of policy  de
fined by that important article
the treaty of Derlin.

A Bloody Insurrection.

The result of the application of
these paper reforms did not remain in
doubt for more than a week. Instead
of the pacifieation and a peace ap
proaching that of paradise, whieh the
bureaueratic Russian  count  prophe-
| sied would descend upon  the blood
drenched land, came the most
and formidable insurreetion ithat the
rebellion-ridden  country  had  ever
seen. It reguired 200,000 of the best
troops of the Ottoman forces to up-
hold Turkish anthority, and even with

has not | this tremendons display of foree, the

Turks made but little headway asainst
{the insurrection until the f(all, when
many of the Hulzarian bunds, yielding
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were given brilliant decorations and
honeyed speeches. It was gnite no-
ticeable that many of the loreign offi-
cers soon bezan to exhibit very little
interest in the  people whomr they
were sent (o protect. A vermin-
stricken, smangy lot,” is the way
of the officers was reported 1o
described the Christian peasants at a
in Yildiz Kiosk, and shertly
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" MILE ROCK LIGHT

STORY OF BUILDING OF THIS
REMARKABLE STATION.

All Who Enter or Depart from the
Harbor of San Francisco Mark
It as One of the Sights of
the Passage.

wear-hetare. | The story of the building of the fa-
i ' s Mi & lighthouse, which
Making No Progress. | mous Mile Rock lighthouse.
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until the fall of 1905. The
French were sent to Seres, the Eng-
lish 10 Drama, the Austrians to Uskub,
ihe hialians to Monastir and the Rus-
The Germans held
this early date in the
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with human daring and danger.
This little station was completed

| and the iight first displayed early in

More than a year was
the construction of the

January, 1906,
consumed in

reform era.  They only sent one offi-
cer, and he was instrueted to refuse
to enter the disturbed districts. He
contented himself with teaching Turk-
ish recriits the goose-step in the bar-
rueks vards of Salenica.

As it has well been said, every one

station. For the past half a ceatury
Mile Rock has heen a constant menace
to shippinz, Every vessel entering
[ or departing from the Goiden Gate

during darkness or heavy weather ran
I the gauntler of danger.

Mile Roek stands just one mile from

the sonth mainland, opposite the en-
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to modify it for its persopnal advan-
age. and, alas, profit. In a word the
news from Macedonia  is  that  the
of Christendom have come
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World's Peace Imperiled.

However, the statements wmade in
the British parli
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VMacedonian question 2o 1o show

went  recently Tix

in regard to the
that

ilere was something in the reports
telegraphed some days ago about the
possible disruption of coneert of
the BEuropean powers and subsenten
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A Toreign general officer has
in charge of ths Macedonian

foreign  offi-
cers under him, but supreme control
has remained in the hands of Turkish

gendgarmerie with other

of Macedonia. Two civil agents, one ';nmt-‘.:l].--. As long as that is the case
Mons, Demerik, a Russian, and the | real reform  is ol of the questjon
other Herv von Muller, an Austrian.? The FEritish government, recogniz-
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were anthorized to and expected to
control the aection of the Turkish au-
tharities. They were expected  to

chadow the inspector-general, to indi-

that the present laissez faire policy | ®*'° t0 111.::: the I."‘I_mm'“‘_ \‘.‘f”“_’ b
of the powers has only served (o repro- .l thoneh “”Il%d jave Sheipral J?Il h?
duce a tablean of what in the iron age L ME"““WL\. i i ""m"‘“.“"h
the: world must have been " lof the Christian inhabitauts, They
) were ordered and authorized to inves-

England Hampered. tigate all complaints  that were

The English humanitarians are ham- | Loought to their attention, but unfor-

tunately the investigation had always
to be held in the presence of a Turk-
ishi functionary—in other words under
circumstances where no  Christian
peasant, after 600 years of Turkish su-
premacy, would darve to teil the truth.
Something more than meral sapport
was required to make the slave of een-
turies stand up and defend himsell,

In addition to the restraint of ihe
civil agents, there were appointed a
iarge number of foreign
serve with the Turkish constabulary.
An italian general was placed in eom-
mand of the c¢onstabulary reorganiza-
tion scheme, and to him were attached
many of the foreign officers. The
scheme proved inefTectual from the
beginning. Instead of commanding the
gendarmerie in the field, the

sultan
held, and imposed his view upon the
powers, that the foreign officers were
merely, to act as instructors in schools
for aspirant constables. Six months,
a delay of tragic importance to the
hunted Christian peasantry of the
Macedonian highlands, was spent in
discussing the question whether the
Buropean officers should wear Chris-
tian caps or the Turkish fez.

In the meanwhile the wily snltan
was more than friendly. Those of the
foreign officers who could be reached
in that way were loaded with rich
presents. Some of these presents
were undeniably of a kind that conld
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great revival of Pan-Islamie fecling, which i=
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ing that, raises the question whether
the time has not come for the appoint-
ment of a Christian  governor for
Macedonia. The sultan may he ex-
peeted to resist sueh an appointment,
for he would see in it the prelude to
the loss of the province, Turkish his-
tory has taught him that.

The secretary for foreign affairs
savs the conceit of powers must either
justify or stultify itself. That is, it
must either demand fuarther conces-
sions of Turkey or split up. If it shall
do the latter, then Turkey will be ob-
durate and the peace of Europe may-
be imperiled once more. Whether
any power is prepared to side with

Turkey and block reform in Mace-
donia remains to be seen. There have

heen rumors that one or another

power would do this, but as vet nothe
ing is certain.
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by 5 feet in diameter and five-
eighths of an inch in thickness. They
were very strongly holted with steel
rivets. As rapidly as the cylinder was
built upward all the interior space was
filledd with strongly reinforced con-
crete, very firmly tamped. This eyl
inder foundation was constyucted 42
feet high—thus making a solid cou-
crete mass 25x40x42 feet. More than
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used in building this foundation, and
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A MYSTERY SOLVED

IWHEN ALEXANDER |..
| RUSSIA, DIED.

| Legend That He Abdicated and Die:.‘l-sl'[!-.;n-! away and caused 1o be

| Forty Years After His Sup-
posed Death Has Been
Disproved.
Certainty as to the death of
ander L. has resulted from the
ing of documents by the Grand Duke
Nicholas which disprove the accuracy
f the legend. common enongh among

- ' s

L L L)

Hermit.

{the Russian people, that the czar, in
latead of dying, reaily abdicated and
!'elirﬂl from the world, and expired
‘n the year 15864, The hermit Feodor
Kozomiteh, who had been identified
15 Alexander 1., is now proved to have
seen the natural son of Paul f.

From such a source there now ap-
pears to be no reason to doubt the
ruth of this strange story, and a
french journal recently gave eurrency
o the following remarkable solution
o the old mystery:

It must be recalled that the alleged

leath ef the Emperor Alexander L
was at least mysterious. There was
urrent a4 story that he  had  been

Iropped by the hand of an assassin.
It was said also thal he had sue-
qumbed to a bilious fever, ealled in
Russgia the Crimea lever. Whichever
way his death is viewed, it was mys-
.erious. Alexander as ruler of Rus-
sia never was a happy man. He came
0 a throne which had been stained
v the blood of his father, Paul 1.,
and the murder of his parent made a
leep impression upon him. At night
while Paul was asleep in the Michael-
»ff palace, bold assassins, after killing
‘he sentry at the door, rushed upon
jhe sleeping eczar, and, calling upon
aim to abdicate, strangled him bru-
‘ally when he refused.

The murder of his father occurred
n 1801 and Alexander sat on the
throne until, in 1825, when his death
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| than

known.
of Paul's natural son with this per-

officially announeed, and what

was supposed to be his body was

orne on a bier
Aceording to the

1 to the tomb

Alexander
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the mation of his death
He went to 8 a, ¢ecording to the
which appeared (o be impreg
with the evidence of two ser
court, a letter written

legend,

nroc

b

nahle

edlv dead monarch and a hermit
named Feodor Kozomiteh, who for
many yeuars was an exile in Siberia.
Nothing in fietion is more strange
the tale of the effacement of
Alexander [, and Tolstoy has given
the popular version ol it in one of his
stories, for the legend is common
enough in Russia, but ignored when
not contradicted in official histories
Among the documents which have
Izin unknown in the personal archives
of the present czar are the journal
of the Ewmpress Elizabeth, widow of
Alexander, who was with the emperor
in his last moments, and the letters

of the emperor's familiars, who at-
tended him in his last bours; the
death mask of the emperor, the cer-

tificate of the nine doetors deserib-
ing the nature of his disease and the
result of the autopsy. It is
that, under the

also
circum-

Leen: substituted

The solution of the
had to be looked fov
rection, This now has been accom
plished, and it is asserted that the
circumstances surrounding the death
of the natural sen of Panl I. were pe-
culiar. From midshipman he became
an officer in the British navy and is
said by one account to have died
while his vessel was in the Antilles
in 1794. Another aceount of his deatlh
relates that he was drowned at Cron-
stadt, and still another version states
that he died in the Indies. The inves-
tigation has shown thai, &hile appar-
ently drowned, the young man was
resuscitated and Dbecame the exile.

The Grand Duke Nicholas, in mak-
ing his search, also found that the
names Feodor and Kouzma, or Koz-

mystery, then,
in another di-

ma, which are the same as Feodor
Kozmitch, occur with frequency in
the family of Semen Velikii, under

which- name the son of Paul [. was
In discovering the identity

son, the grand dnke believes he has
settled a vexed question and set at
rest for all time the curious legend.
As the half brother of the Emperor

Alexander, the bhermit not wun-
naturally resembled him suffi-
ciently for court retainers to

recognize him and to give the impres-

sion that the czar was not dead, but

living incognito as a holy man in Si-
beris.




