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IS LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE

| constitutional convention,

President McKir;ley Gives to the Public the
Document Eagerly Looked For,

DEALS WITH ALL THE REAL ISSUES

Country Has Prospered Under Republican Rule and the Party
is Ready to Come Before the People on the Record It Has
Made in Following the Path of Duty The Philippine Ques-
tion and Our Foreign Dependencies in General,

EXECUTIVE MANSION, WASHING-
TON.~Hon, Henry Cabot Lodge, Chalr-
man Notifleation Committee: y llw_\r
fir: The nomination of the republican nu-
tional convention of June 19, 1900, ff-r the
office of president of the United h\ul-l'!.
which as the ofMeclal representative of the
conventlion you have conveyed to me, ‘l!:
pecopted, 1 have carefully examined the
datform adopted and glve to L my
'u"nrl)' upproval. Upon the greal Issua
of the last national election It Is ciear.
1t upholds the gold stundard and en-
dorges Lhe logislution of the present con-
gress by which that u!nmla‘rd had Irl-l;l'!
effectively strengthened.  The Malalll’)
of our national eurrency I8 therefore M!!-
cure so long as those who adhere .o this
platform are kept In control of the m:v-
ernment. In the fizst battle, that of Ih.ﬂi
the friends of the gold standard and o
sound currency were triumphant and Ell_n
country I8 enjoying the fruits of that vie-
tory. Our nntagonists, however, are not
patisfled. They compel us to a second
battle upon the same lines on which the
first were fought and won, While regret-
ting the reopening of this question, wuich
oan onlv disturh the present satlsfaclory
financial condition of the government and
visit uncertainty upon our great business
enterpridges, wo accept the lsone and again
invite the sound money forces to join in
winning another and wae hope a perna-
nent triumph for an honest financial sys-
tem which will continue Inviolable the
publie falth,

An In 1858 the three sllver parties are
united under the same leader, who, lm-
medintely ofter the eloction of that year,
In an address to the bimotalliste, suld:

“fhe friends of bimetallltm have not
bean vangqulshed; the have simply been
overcome, ‘They belleve that the gold
stundard §8 a consplracy of the moeney-
changers against the welfare of the hu-
man roce, and they will continue the war-
fare agalnst 1"

The l:'mti--_-,r thug prociaimed hos been ac-
copted and confirmed by these parties,
The silver democratie platform of 19X
continues the warfare against the so-
called gold conspirancy when it expressly
gave, “we relternte the demand that (the
Chicago) platform of 1808 for nn American
financlal gystem made by the American
people for themuelves which shall restore
und matntaln a bimetallie price level and
RA i part of sueh system the Immediate
restoratjon of the free and unlimited ecoln-
pge of sllver and gold st the present ra-
tio of 16 to 1, without walting for the ald
or consent of any other nutlon.”

Ho the lssne«is presented, It will be
notod that the demand Is for the Imme-
dinte restoratlon of the fres colnage of
sliver at 16 to 1, If nnother issue I8 par-
pmount this {8 Immediate. Tt will ndmit
of no delny and will suffer Bo postpone-
ment. .

Turning to the other assoclated parties

we ind In the populist nutlonal platform |

ndopted at Bloux Falls, 8. ., May 19,
1900, the following Jdeclarution:

“Wa pledge anew the people’s party
never Lo cease the agitntlon until this
Nnanctul congplracy Is blotted from (he
sintute books, the Lineoln greenback re-
stored. the honds a.. pald and all corpora-
tion money forever retired, Wo reaf-
firm the demand for the reopening of the
mints of the 'nited Btates for the free
and unlimited colnnge of sllver apnd gold
nt the present legal rntlo of 16 to 1, the
Itnmediate Increase in the volume of gllyver
cine nnd certitfeates thus crented to be
substituted, dollur tor dollar, for tue
banknotes lssued by private corporations
under special privilege, granted bv Inw
of March 14, 1500, and prior natlonal bank-
Ing lawn.'

The platform of the sllver party adopt-
ed at Knneas Clty July 6, 1000 makes wae
following annoucement:

“We declare it to be our Intention to
lend onr efforts to the repeal of this cur-
rency law, which not only repudiates the
anclent and time-honored principles of (he
Amverican people before the constitution
was aflopted, but Is violative of the prin-
ciples of the constitution Itself, and we
atindl not eense our efforts until there has
bBeen establivhed in Ite place a monetary
Hystem based upon the fres and unlimited
eninnge of silver and gold Into money '
the present legal ratio of 18 to 1 by tha In-
dependent actlon of the United Slates,
under which system all paper monoy
shall be lssued by the government and ail
such money colned or Issued shall be o
full legal tender in payment of all dubits,
public and private, without exeeption.”

In all three platforms these parties an-
nounce that thelr efforts shall be unceas-
Ing until the eold uet shall be blotted
from the stutute books and the fres and
uniimited colnage of sllver at 16 to |
shall take its place,

The relative Importance of the lssues
I do not stop to diseuss. Al of ihem are
Important. Whichever party I8 sucpess-
ful will be bound in conscience to carry
Into administration and legisiation its
several declaratigns and doctrines. One
doclaration will be as obilgalory as nn-
other. but all are not Immediate, It is
not possible that these parties would trent
the doctrine of 16 to 1, {he immediale req-

lization of which is deinandoed by Lheir
reveral platforms, as vold and inopern-
tive In the event that thew #ould be

clothed with power. Otherwire thelr Pro-
fosslon of falth is insincere. 1t i Lhere-
fore the lmperative husiness of those Op-
posed to this Nnanelal heresy o pr ovent
the triumph of the partles whose union
Is only assured by adherence 1o the siiver
Iesue, Wi the American people. thruugh
Indifference or fancled recurity, hazsard
the overthrow of the wise financia) legin.
latlon of the et year and revive the
Annger of the slhiver stananrd wlos all of
the insvitahile ovils of wealtersd conll .once
und genernl disastor which Justly wlarm-
Ol and aroused them In 194
WORK OF REPUBLICAN CONGRESS
The republicun party remaing farthful
to Its principle of o tarllf which MU L
suficlent revenaes for the governigent

rency I8 greater per capita than it has
ever been. It was $21.10 in 1806, 1t has In-
creased to $25.50 on July 1, 1900, and .-0.55
on September 1, I!ﬂ:J. Fur !tn:'lal mai;n-]';’ uln
July I, 184, wus §),000, 134,96, on Ju A
I'Jm?' It was $2,062,425,400, and $2,006, 60,042
on Beplember 1, 160,

Our industrial and agricultural eondi-
tlions are more promising than they have
been for many years, probably more so
than they have ever been, Prosperity
nbounds everywhere throughout the re-
publie, 1 rejolce that the southern. as
well a8 the northern states, aré enjoy-
Ing u full share of these Improved nation-
al conditions and that all are contribut-
Iing wo largely to our remarkable lndus-
trial development. The moneylender re-
celves lower rewuards for his capital than
If it were Invested in active business. The
rates of Interest are lower than they have
ever been In this country, while ihose
things which are produced on the faim
and In the workshop, and the labor pro-
ducing them, have advanced in value.

Uniess somoething unforeseen occuis to
reduce our revenues or Increase our ox-
penditures the congress at Its nexl ses-
sion should reduce taxation very mate-
Flally.

Flve yenrs ago we were selling goyern-
ment bonds bearing as high as & per cent
Interest, Now we are redeeming them
with n bond at par, bearing 2 per ceut in-
torest. Wa ore selling our surplus pro-
ducts and lending our surplus money to
Furope. One resuit of our selling to oth-
or natlons s0 much more than we have
bought from them during the last three
years I8 a radical improvement of our
finuncial relations, The great amounls
of eapital which have been borrowed of
Europe for our rapid, material develop-
menl have remalned a constant drain up-
on our rescurces for interest and Jivid-
ends and made our rn-mo-'y markets linble
to constant disturbances by calls for puy-
mnent or heavy sales of our securities
whenever moneyed stringency or panie
occurred abroad. We have now been pay-
ing these debts and bringing home wmany
of our securittes and establishing counter-
valllng erodits abroad by our loans and
plucing ourscives upon a sure foundation
of lnanclal Independence,

In the unfortunate contest helween
Great Brituin and the Boer ptates of
Houth Africa the United States has main-
talned an atitude of neutrality In ac-
cordance with Its well known traditonal
policy. It dld not hesitate, however,
when requested hy the government of
the Fouth African republles, to exercise
Its good offices for o cessatlon of hostild-
tles, It 12 to be observed that while
the South African republics made ke ree
quest of other powers the Unlted Siates
ix the only one which complied. The
Britleh government declined to accept the
Intervention of any power,

EXTENBION OF g“’.ua HANT MARINE

Ninety-ane per cent of our exports and
Imporis are now carried by foreign ehips.
For ocean transportation we pay annually
Lo forelgn shipowners over $165,000,00, We
ought to own the ships for our carrying

triscde with the world and we ouehit to
batld them In American shipyards and
mun them with American saillors, Our

own citigens shou!d recelve the tranapor-
tation churges now pald to forcigners, |
have called the attention of congress Lo
this subject In my several annuzl mes-
BOHCR,

I now relterate these views.

A subject of Immewinte lmportance to
our country Is the completion of a great
waterway of commerce between the Al-
luntle and Pacitie, The comstruction of a
marithme canal is now mare than ever in-
dispensable to that intimate and ready
communlecation between our eastern and
Western seaports demanded by the annex-
wlion of the Hawaliun islands and the
expinsion of our Influence and trade In
the Paclfie,

Our natlonal pelicy more imperatively
than ever cualls for lis completion and
conlrol by this government, and It I8 be-
Heved that the next session of congress,
after receiving the full report o. e com-
misston appolnted under the act approved

Murch 3, 1599, will make provisiona for
the sure accomplishimment of this great
wWurk,

Combinations of capital which control
the murket in commodities necessary Lo
Lhe gvneral use of llll' []"ljl]li. h)‘ sUp-
pressing natural and oramnary competl-
tlon, thus enhanclng prices 1o the génera)
confumer, are obnoxious to the common
law and the public welfare, They ure
Uangerous conspiracles agninst .ae pith-
lie good and should be made the aubject
of pronibitory or penal legislation, FPub-
Helty will be a helpful Influence te check
this evil. | niformity of legislation In the
suvernl stutes shouid be secured., Dis-
crimination between what s Injurious and
What i3 useful and necessary in bhusiness
Gperations 19 easentlal to the wive and ef-
fective treatment of this subject, Hof-
3t co-operation of capltal 18 necessarv to
moeet new business conditions and extend
our ropidiy Incressing foreign trude, but
vonspiracies wid cummblnations intended
to restrict business, create monopulies
and control prices should be efec tively
restrained,

The best service which ean he rendered
Lo sabor I8 to anord it an opportun: -~ for
Aloiuly and remunerative empoyment and
KiVa It evVery encouragement  or advuance-
ment, ‘The policy t.atl SUDASIVES ....s end
I8 the true Awmerican polcy. The pust
three years have been more salistactory
10 American workingmen than mar wre-
oelng years., Any ¢.ange of .. presaent
Induririal or financlal pobi ¥ of tue gove-
erient would e disastrous to ther
highest interests.  \wath prosperity ot
home amnd wn increasing Tureign markset
for American products ermpioyment should
sontinue 1o walt upon labur wnd witg toe
prosent gold standard the workineman is

BeCured st payments for his labor
in a deprecinted currency. For labor a
short day s better than a shurt duliar,
vne wiil lHghten the burdons, the oinoer
lessens the rewards of toil. 4 he one wiil
Promois contentment and Inde e niie v,
the other penury amd want, ‘The Wiges

of labur hould Le wdeguate to Reep Lhe
hame In comfort, sducaltle Lhe Nudren,
Wk, with thafy and covlivmy lay sume

and wmdequate ! actlon 1o gur «uter
prises and producers. and of roe Iprocity
which openis forelgn markets to the fruits
of Amertcan lubor and furnishes new
channels through which to market e
wurplus of Ameriean (srms The Jime

honured principles of protection und pec!.
llhhll!y wore Lhe Hrst plodges of o abite
can victory ta be written into public low

The present contress has BRIVER 10 Alas
ka & terrorial govornment, for which

had walted ofe [han & Quarter f &
Coptury . has establinhed a reprosantagliyve
Eovernment in Hawall, has omacied bills
For the mont Ubheral trestment uwfl the |
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than 6000, An election has been ordered
to be held on September 15 under a fair
election law, already tried in the munio-
pal elections, to choose members of u
and the con-
vention, under the same arder, is to as-
semble on the tirst Monday of November
to frame A constitution upon which an in-
dependent government for the island will
rest. All this is a long step in the Lulnill-
ment of our sacred guaranties 1o the peo-
ple of Cuba,

We hoid Porto Rlco by the same title
as the Philippines. The treaty of peuce
which ceded us the one conveyed to us
the other. Congress huas given to tlus
Island a government in which the mhah-
Itants particlpate, elect their own jegis-
lature, enact their own local laws, o=
vide their own system of taxation amd In
those respects have the same powcee and

I:rwllegc- enjoyed by other territorics he-
onging to the United States, and a much
Inrger measure of self-government than
wiis given to the Inhabltants of Loulsigna
under Jefferson. A district court of: the
United States for Porto Rice has been
Inaugurated, all of whica are Iin opera-
tlon. The generous treaiment of Lthe Por-
to Ricans accords with the most lberal
thought of our own country and encour-
ages the best aspirations of the people of
the lsland. While they do not have in-
stant free commerclal fntercourse with
the United States, congress complied with
mr recommendation by removing, on May
1 lust, & per cent of the dutles and pro-
viding for the removal of the remaining
15 per cent on March 1, 192, or earlier
If the legisluture of Porto Rlco shall pro-
vide local revenues for the expenses of
conducting the government, During this
Intermediate perlod Porto Rican products
coming Into the United States pay a tar-
It of 15 per cent of the rates under
the Dingley met, and our goods going to
Forto Kico pay a litke rate. The dutios
thus paid and collected, hoth In Porto
Rico mnd the U'nited States, are pald to
the government of Parto Rieo and no part
thereof Is taken by the national ROVEri-
ment. All of the duties from Noveuber
I, 158, 1o June 30, 100, uggreguting the
sum of §£.2000683.21, pald at the custom
houses In the United States upon Porto
Rican products, under the laws existing
prior to the ahove mentloned act of con-
kress, have gone {nto the treasury of Por-
to Rico to relieve the destitute and for
schools and other public purposes. In ad-
dition to this we have expended for reliet,
education and improvement of romds the
sum of $SLAI1084.95. The United States
mllmlr:r force In the istund has been re-
dueed from 11,000 to 1,500 men, and nstive
Porte Ricuns constitute for the mosi part
the local constabulury,

Under the new law and the fnaugura-
tlon of civil government there has beeon
o gratifying revival of business, Tha
manufacturers of Porto KHico are deyvel-
oping; its Imports are increasing: {ts tar-
i Is ylelding Increased returns; its fislds
are belng cultijvated: free schools are
being established. Notwithstanding the
muny embarrassmentis Incident (o a
change of natlonal conditions, Porto Ri-
co l= rapldly showing the good effects of
s new relations to this nation.

THE PHILIFPPINE QUESTION,

For the sake of full and intelligent un-
derstanding of the Pnlilppine guestion,
and to give to the people authentic in-
formation of the acts and aims of the ad-
ministration, 1 present at some length
the events of Importance leading up to
the present sltuation. The purposcs of
the executlve are best revealed and can
best be judged by what he has done and
I8 doing. 1t will be geen that the power
of the government hus been used for the
Iiberty, the peace and the prosparity of
the Phillppine peoples, and that force has
been employed only agalnst i-vee which
stood In the way of the realzatlon of
these ends,

On the Zith of April, 198, congress de-
clared that a state of war existed be-
tween Spain and the Unlted States. On
May 1, 1868, Admiral Deway destroyed the
Bpanish fleet In Manlla bay. On Iny 19,
1808, Mejor General Merritt, 17, 8. A., was
placed In command of the millitary cxpoe-
ditlon to Manila, and directed ainong
other things, to Immediately “publizh a
proclamation declaring that ‘we vcome not
1o make war upon the people of the i
ippines nor upon any part  or I
among them, but 1o protect them in their
honies, in thelr employments and in Lhelr
personal and religious rights, Ali per-
#ons who, either by active ald or by hon-
est submisslon, co-operate with the Unit-
@l Btates In s efforts to gtve effect o
this benifteent purpnse, wiil recelve the
reward of its support and protection,’

On July 3, ious, the Bpanish fleet 1 at-
tempting to escape from Santiago harbor,
wus destroyed by the American fleet, and
on July 17, 1898, the Spanish garrison in
the city of Bantlago surrendered to the
commander of the American forees,

Following these brilliant victories, on
the 12th day of August, 186K, upon the
Initlative of 8pnin, hostilities were sus-
pended and a protoeol was signed with a
view to arranging terms of peacs belween
the two governments. In pursuance there-
of T appointed as commissioners the fol-
lowing distingulshed eitizens to conduct
the negotlations on the part of the Unit-
o1 Btates: Hon, Willlam R. Day of Ohio,
Hoi. Willlam P, Frye of Maine, ilon.
Cushman K. Davia of Minnesota, Hon,
George Gray of Delaware and  IHon,
Whitelaw Retd of New York. In ad-
dressing the peace commission before Its
departure for Faris, I suld:

“It 18 my wish that throughout the ne-
gotlations entrusted to the commisgion
the purpese and spirit with which the
United States accepted the unwelcome ne-
cessity of war should be kept constantly
in view. We took up arms only in obedi-
ence to the dictates of humanity and in
the fulfillment of high public and moral
obligations, We had no design of ng-
grandizement and no ambition of con-
quest. Through the long course of re-
peated representations  which preceded
and almed to avert the struggle and in
the final arbitrament of force this coun-
Lry was Impelled solely by the purposs of
relleving mrievous wrongs and removing
long existing conditions which disturbed
Its tranquillity, which shocked the nioral
sense of mankind and which could no
longer be endured,

“It Is my earnest wish that the uitesd
Btates in making peace should follow the
same high rule of couduer which gulded
it In facing war. It should b as BULUPU-
lous und mognanimous in the conclud-
Ing settlement as It was Just and huigane
In Its original action,

“thur aim in the adjustment
should be direcied to insting results and
to the achievement of the common good
under the demands of eivilization, rather
than to ambitious designs,

“Without any original thought of com-
plete or even partial gequisition, the pres-
ence and success of our alms in Manlia
Imposes upon us obligations whichh we
ennnot disregurd. The march of events
rules and overrules human netion. Avows
Ing unreservedly the purposs which bas
animated all our effort and stiil solicits
CUs 1o adhere 1o It, we cannot be unmind-
ful that without any desire or desiga on
Our part the war has brought us new du-
ties and responsthilitles which woe must
meet and discharge ns becomes a Agroat
Nution on whoses growih and career from

of peace

the begluning the ruler of natlons lias
Plainly written the high command and
pirdge of civiliastion

The treaty of peace was concluded on
Decomber 19, 188 Iy its torms the archi.
pelngo known as the Philippine txlands
wan ceded by Bpuin to the Unlted Sialos
It was also provided that “the civil pights

wtal palitieal sistus of the native innal.
tants of the tarritortes herebhy cedid to
the Unhtesl Mtatves shall be dvtormin® by
the oongress Eleven days thorealter,
Iveember 31, (he fullowing Jircction
was given o the commandor ol vur [oroes
in the Philippines
* 0 The mlitary commandsr of Lhe
Undtedd Miates in enlainst 1o Mmake Kuown

o the inhabiants of the Philinpine Is
aniln 1hil in povedhirg tha soy srebrnly
f Bpatn, in saver ng Lhe furmer mol
relntione of the Inhabitants and ' 8
I Visp A ew poliiival power the $ i
! " of the United Brates s ta | v h
fF 1 . ring of (he persans i
:.rl' Wl the mople of the badansd . bi
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igan and Major deneral Elwell Ous, U.
On the Gth of February, 1829, the Lreaty
was ratifled by the senate of the United
Stutes and the congress immedinteiy ap-
propriated $20.000,(00 to carry out Its pro-
vistons. The ratifications were exchanged
by the United States and Spain on the
Hith of April, 1880

As early as April, 15889, the Philippine
commission, of which Dr. S8churman was
president, endeavored to bring o bout
pence in the Islunds by repeated confer-
ences with leading Tugnlos, representing
the so-called Insurgent government, to the
end that some gencrul plan of govern-
ment might be offered to them which they
would aceept. Bo greal was the sal=fac-
tlon of the Insurgent commissioners with
the form of government proposed by the
American commissioners that the iatter
submitted the proposed scheme to me for
approval and my acilon thereon ls shown
by the cable message following: =

“"May b, 180, —8churman, Manlia: Yours
of the 1th recelved, You are authoilzed
to propose that under the miltary power
of the president, pending action of con-
Kress, government of the Phillpping is-
lands shall consist of u governor gencral
appolnted by the president, cabinet ap-
pointed by tfn- governor general, & gener-
wl advistory counell elected by the peo-
ple, the qualifications of electors (o be
carefully considered and determined and
the governor generazl to have absolule
veto, Judiclary strong und indespemdent,
principal judges appointed by the I'lr-"al-
dent, Lhe l.'uhﬁll“l and judges to be cliosen
from matives or Americans, or both, hinv-
Ing regard to fitness, The president ear-
nestly desires the cessation of bloodshed
and that the people of the Philipplue is-
lands at an early date shall have (oe lurg-
est measure of local self-government con-
glstent with peace and good order.’

In the latter part of May another group
of representatives came from the lnsur-
Kkent leader. The whole matter was fully
discussed with them and promise ol ac-
ceptance seemed near at hand, They as-
sured our commissioners they would re-
turn after consulting with thelr leader,
but they never did,

As 4 result of the views expressed by
the Arst Tagalog representative favotable
to the plan of the commission It appears
that he was, by mliltary order of the
Insurgent leader, stripped of his shoulder
straps, dismissed from the army and seli-
tenced to twelve years' imprisonment,

The views of the commission are best
set forth in thelr own words:

“Deplorable as war i&, the one in which
we are now engaged was unavoidable by
us, We were atlucked by a bold, -
venturous and enthuslastic army. No al-
ternative wus left to us except lgnomin-
lous retreat.

“It I8 not to be concelved of that any
American would have sanctfoned the sur-
render of Manlla to the insurgents, Our
obligations to other nations and to the
friendly Filipinos and to ourselves and
our flag demanded that force should be
met by force. Whatever the future of the
Philippines may be, there I8 no course
open to us now except the prosecution of
the war untll the insurgents are reduced
to wubmisslon, The commigsion is o f the
opinion that there has been no time since
the destruction of the Spanish squudron
by Admiral Dewey when it was posaible
to withdraw our forces from the |slunds
either with honor to ourselves or with
sgaferty to the Inhabitants,”

Batisfied that nothing further cou'd be
accomplished In pursuance of thelr mis-
sion until the rebelllon was supprossed
and desiring to plnce before the congless
the result of their observations, 1 re-
uested the commission to return (o the
‘nited States. Thelr most Inteliigent and
comprehensive report was submitied to
COngress,

In March, 190, belleving that the [isur-
rectlon was practically ended and ear-
nestly desiring to promote the establish-
ment of a stable government, I appointed
the following clvil commission: Hon,
Willlam H, Taft of Ohklo, Prof. Dean C.
Worcester of Michigan, Hon., Luke I
Wright of Tennessee, Hon, Henry . Ide
of Vermont and Heon. Bernard Moscs of
Caiffornia.

That all might share In the regeier-
tion of the Islands, and participate i1n
their government, | directed General Muoe-
Arthur, the military governor of the
Philippines, to issue a proclamation of
amnesty, which contained among otae
statements the following:

“Manlla, P, L, June 21, 1900,—By ilrec-
tion of the president of the Untted Qgies
the undersigned announces amnesty with
complete immunity for the past and ab-
solute lberty of actlon for the futuie, to
all persons who are now, or al anv Lime
since February 4, 1899, have been In -
surrection agalnst the Unlted States in
elther a military or civil capueity, and
who shail, within a period of ninety days
from the date hereof, formally renounce
all connection with sucl Insurrection and
subscribe to a declaratfon neknowledglng
and accepting the soverelgnty and cuth-
ority of the United Btntes and over the
Philippine jslands. The priviege herewith
published is extended to all concerned
without any reservation whitever, except-
Ing that persons who have viciated the
laws of war during the period of active
hostllities are not embraoced within the
scopa ‘of this amnesty., * * »

“In order to mitigate a8 much as pos-
sible conzequences resulting from the va-
rious disturbances which since .ou have
succeeded each other so rapidly, and to
provide In some measure for destitute
Fllipino soldiers during the transitory
period which must Inevitably succeed a
general peace, the military authorities of
the United Btates will pay 0 pesos Lo
cach man who presents a rifle in good
condition.”

Under thelr instructions the commilasion,
composed of representative Ameoerteans of
difierent sections of the country and from
different tf-ltllr-'.nl parties, whose charac-
ter and abillty guaranty the most taith-
ful Inteiligence and puatriotic gervice, are
now lahoring to establish stable govern-
ment under civil eentrol, In which the in-
habitants shall participate, ng them
opportunity to demanstrate how rar they
are prepared for self-government.

This commission, under dute of Atizust
2, 1000, makes an Interesting report,

The commission is confldent 1) at by a
Judiclous customs law, reasonable Landd
tex and proper corporation franchise lx,
imposition of no greater rate than that
in the average American #tate, will glve
lega annoyance amil with peace will pro-
duce revenues sullclent to M the ex-
penses of efficlent government, Including
militia  and  constabulary. They “are
preparing a stringent elvil service law
Eiving vaual opportunity to Filipinos nnd
Ameticans, with prefereonce for the for-
mer where qualiffcations are equnl, Loy
eniter by lowest rank and by promotlon
reach the head of the department, = » #
Forty-ftve miles of railrond extension un.
der negotiation will give ac Cods Lo A rge
l-r vinee Fich In valuable minerain u mije
Hgh, with strietly temperate climato, * *
* Rallroad construction will give employ.

ment to many and communieation will
furnish market 1o vast stretches of rich
Revicultyral Janda*

The report states that there sre ** nlle
from all partx of the Islands for -iblic
mehanla, mchool supplles  and Engzlish
teachers, greater than the cummission

ecan provide until n comprehensive sl
ydtem In organized Night »
teacking English 10 adult T
tabilishedd In Pesponse 1o B

1}
hoola (or

Native chililren show aptitisle In e T
Ing Knglish | Bpanish s spoken by a4 stanidl
fractlon of the peaple and In a few year:
the medivm of communioation In 1 he
courin. puldie oM and bptween Qiffer
et tribes will be Englieh . creation of "
cepiral Fovernment Wilihin elghtesn
meaihes,  wndler whieh substantial ¥ wil
rights deseribad In the Ml of righta n

the fodeenl

Feul 1 Lhe p
will hring o
' o g

ansihiution nve Rin b= -

ple of Lhe
L]
atlon

Phatipgtnes g
tatitentmon!, prosper
and puabitioal ealiEmhlien
i 1

FHERE WANS NO ALLIANCE AT ALl

hils shoaws o iy ¢ "

Fymen % hsl haas
U til b being done bo hring the o
wl thepty il @ o w e LY
' w + vebw F the Astlan Fver mort
Bas heon dirscted to 1helr poace wind wros
perity, Lheir | e wk oand wel) hwing
i for aur ' tutpiont r f sl
r . wat ¥ L] r e Fia "
e o bid L] L] O L]
(181} ' L f
N [ i ' F i » -
) T b
. i '
- LA r ! +
. § b . i b
L .
b ' ]
] ' i i
1 » [ \
L
Y ' [
LR
] a * i 1 LA wmh h

cause or justificatton, There may be

thoge without the means of full informa-

tion whe believe thut we were In alliance

with the insurgenis and that we assured
| them that they should have Independence,
| 'To such let me repeat the facts, On May
20, 1898, Admiral Dewey was [Instructed
by me t¢ make no alllance wita any party
or faction in the Phillppines that would
incur labllity to maintaln their canse In
the future, and he replied under date of
June 6 s “Have acted according to
spirit of department's Instructions from
the beginning, and 1| have entered Into no
alllance with the lnsurgents or with any
fauctlon. This squadron can reduce the
defenses of Manila at any moment, but it
t4 considered useless untll the arrival of
sufficient Unlted States forces Lo retaln
possession.”’

In the report of the first Philippine com-
mission, submitted on November 2, 15800,
Admbral Dewey, one of it members, sald:

“No alllance of any Kina was entered
into with Aguinalilo nor was any promise

| murderously and without the shadow of
!
1

of independence made (o him at any
time,"”’
General Merritt arrived in the Philip-

pines on July 25, 1868 and a dispatch from
Aldmiral Dewey to the government at
Washingion sald: “Merritt arrived -es-
terday. Hituation is most eritical in Ma-
nllie. The Spanish may surrender at any
moment, Merritt's mo=t difficult problem
will be how to dewl with the Insurgents
under Aguinaldo, who have become ag-
gressive and even threntening toward our

army.”" Here I8 revealed the spirit ot the
Insurgents as carly as July, 1588, before
the protocel was signed, while we were

still engaged Iin active war with Bpain.
KEven then the insurgents were threaten-
ing our arn.y .

Ign August 12 Manila was capturea and
of this nnd subsequent events the Pullip-
pine commission says: "\\'hur_l the \iilr
of Manlla waux taken August 13 the Fili-
pinos took no part in the ullnr'.l(' but
came following in with a view to looting
the city and were only prevented from do-
Ing so %:,- our forces preventing them from
entering. Aguinaldo clulmed that he hie
the right to ocenpy the cltv: he demanded
of Genernl Merritt the palace of Mala-
canan for himgelf and the cesslon of all
the churches of Manila, also that » part
of the money laken from the Spanlards
u# gpolls of war should be given up, and
above all that he should be ~‘ven the
arms of the Spanish prisoners, All these
demands were refused

Generals Moerrltt, Greene and Anderson,
who were In commuand at the beginning
of our ocenpation, and until the surren-
der of Manlla, state that there was no
alleglanes with the insurgents and no
promise to them of Independence. On Au-
gust 17, 1808, General Merritt was Instruet-
ed that there ust be no joint oceupit-
tton of Manila with the insureents. Gen-
eran) Anderson, under dite of February
10, 190, =ays thut he wug present al the
Interview bLetween Admiral Dewcy and
the insurgent leader, and that in this in-
terview Admiral Dewey made no prome-
Ises whatever., He adds:  “He (Agul-
naldoe) arked me f my governmenit wis
going to recognize his government, 1
wnewered that 1 was Lthere simply In &
military capacity: that 1 could »ot ack-
nowledge hLu government, because 1 hud
no authority to do 0.

Would not our sdversaries have sent
Dewey's fleet to Mdunlla to capture and
destray the Bpanis, sca power there, or,
digpatehing It there, woula they have
withdeawn it after the destruction of the
Spanish fleet; and If the latter, whither

would they have directed It 'ln sall?
Where could it have gone? What port
In the Orlent was opened to 1It? Do our

adversaries condemn the expedition unduer
the command of General Merrvitt to
strengthen Dewey In the distint ocean
and asist in our triumph over Spain,
with which nation we were at war? Was
it not our highest duty to strike Spain
at every vulnerable point that .oe war
might be succeszfully concluded gt the
earliest practicable moment?

And was It not our Juty to protect the
lives and property of those who l’fll’l’ll;
within cur controel by the fortunes of war?
Could we have come away at any time
between May 1, 188 and the conciusion
of peace without a stuln upon our good
nnme"?

Could we have come away without dis-
honor at any time afied the ratification
of the peace treaty by tne senate of the
United Statex?

There has been no time
struction of the enemy's fleet when we
could or should have left the Philippine
archipclago,  After the treaty of peance
was ratifled no power bul congrisd cc
surrender our sovercignty or allenate a
foor of the territory thus acquired, The
congress has not #een At to do the ong or
the other amnd the president had no au-
thority to do cither If he had been so in-
clined, which he wus not. Bo long as Lhe
soverslgnty remaing in us 1t Is the duly
of the executlve, whoever he may be, Lo
uphold that soverclgnty and if It be al-
tiwcked to suppress jts assallants. Would
our politieal adversaries do less?

It has been asserted that there would
have been no lighting In the Phillppines
It congress had declared 1its purpose Lo

since the de-

glve Indepindence to the Taeal nsur-
gents, The Insurgents  did not wait for
the actlon of congress. They assumed

{he offensive, they cpened fire on our ur-
my. Those who seacrt our responsibility
for the beginning of the contlict have for-
gotten that befure the treaty was rati-
ned in the senate amd while the Bucon
resolution was under discussion, on keb-

ruary 4, 1809, the insurgonis attacked the
Amerlean army, after being previoualy
advised that the American forces were

under orders not to fire upon them ex-
cept In scif-defense, The puapers found
in the recently captured archives ol the
insurgents Jdemonstrate that this attuck
had been carefully planned ror wecks be-

fore it occurred. ‘Thelr unprovoked as-
sault upon our soldiers at a time when
the senate was dellberating upsm he

treaty shows thut no actlon o our part
except surrender and abandonment would
have prevented the fighting and leaves no
doubt in any fir mind of where the re-
sponsibllity rests for the shedding of
Amerlean blood,

With all the exaggerated phrase-making
of this elegtoral contest, we are In danger
of being diverted from tho culilel-
tion.

We are In agreement with all of those
who supported the war with Bpain and
also with those who counse.ed the rati-
ficntion of the treaty of peace, Upon
these two greal essential sleps ...ere can
e no issue and out of these came all
of our responsibilitles, If others would
ghirk the oblgutivns imposed by the war
und the treaty, we muast dectine to act
further with them nnd here the issue was
made It Is our purpose Lo establish In
the Phtlippines a govermnent suit.abie lo
the wants and conditions of the Inhabi-
tants and to prepare them for self-govern-
ment and give them self-government
when they wre ready for It That 1 am
niming to do under my constitutionsl na-
thortty and will continuee to do untll eon-
wream shall determine the politien! stalus
of the Inhabltanis of the arempelngo.

Are our opponents against the treaty?

I

If s0, they must he 1 inded that It
ol ol have been ral I in the sen
tte Lut for thelr asilaian The sennie
witleh ratifled the trenty aad the eangress
which pdded itp sanction by o large ajp-
propriation cumprised senators atel rep-

rosentatives of the people of il parties

Would vur apponcnts suniemler o the
Insurgents, abalon our sovercignty or
cede It to them? 17 that be not their pur-

pose  Lthen it should be promptly s
cinlmed, for only ovil can rvswil irem the
Iwspes  raleesd By wur opponeats | LT
winds of the Pillpinos, nat with ey
sucesss at the pois In Novgmbor there
will b & withidrawal of our armvy and of
Amnetrican avefeignty wver the armlidpel-
compiete Indepebidence of th
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We are asked to transfer our sovereignty
to a small minority in the Islands without
consulting the mnjnril{ and to abamdon
the largest portlon of the population,
which has been Joyal to us, to the cruel-
tles of the guerllln Insurgent bands. More
than this, we are ask to protect thig
minority In establishing @& governinent
und to this end repress all opposition of
the majority, We are required to sef up
i stable government In the Interest of
those who have assalled our sovereignty
and fAred upon our soldlera and nen
muintain It at any cost or sacritice
against Its enemies within and agalnst
those fhaving ambitious deslgns f(rom
without,

This would require an army and navy
far larger than is now maintained in the
Phillppines and still more In excess of
what will le* necessary with the fuil rec-
ognition of our soverelgnty. A milllary
support of authority not our own as thus
proposed |s the very essence of milltarism,
which our opponents in thelr platioerm
oppose, but which by their policy would
ol necessity be established in its most of.
fensive form.

The American people- will not make tho
murderers of our soldiers the agents of
the republic to convey the blessings of
liberty and order to the Phllippines. They
will not make them the bullders of the
new commonweilth, Such a course would
be a betrayal of our sacred obligations
to the peaceful Fillipinos and would place
ut the merecy of dangerous adventurers
the lives and property of the natives and
forelgners, It would make possible and
casy the commiseion of such atrocities as
were gecretly planned to be executed on
Lthe 224 of February, 1899, in the city ar
Manila, when only the vigilance of our
army prevented the attempt to assassin-
ate our soldiers and all foreignerg and
pllage and destroy the city and its sur-
roundings. In short, the propostion of
those opposed to us I8 to continue all the
obligations In the Philippines which now
rest upon the government, only changing
the relatlon from prinecipal, which now
exiets, to that of surety, Our responeibil.
Ity 18 to rematin, but our power is to he
diminished. Our obligution I8 to be no
lese, but our title is to be surrendered to
another power, which I8 without experi-
ence or training, or the ability to maln-
taln a stable government at home and nbe-
solutely helpless to perform Its interna-
tlonal obligattons with the rest of the
world. To this we nre opposed, Wa
should not yield our title while our obll-
wtlong last. In the language of our plat-
orm, "“Our authority should not be less
than our responsibliity,” and our present
responsibility Is to establith our puthor-
l!{.ln every part of the Izlands,

No government can so certalnly pro-
serve the peuce, restore publie order, es-
tablsh law, justice and stable condi-
tions as ours, Nelther congress nor the
executive can establish a stable govern-
ment In these islands except under our
rlight of sovereignty, our authority and
our flag. And this we are doing.

We would not do it as a protectorate
power so completely or so successfully
a8 we are dolng It now. As the soverelgn
power we can Initlate action and shape
means to ends and gulde the Filip'nos to
self-development and self-government, As
it protectorate power we could not inltiate
actlon, but would be compelled to follow
und uphold a l[wn e with no capacity yot
Lo go alone, n the one caye woe can pro-
tect both ourselves and the Fllipinos fromn
heing Involved in dangerous complica-
tlons; in the other we could not protect
sven the Fllipinos until wfter thelr trou-
ble had come., Bealdes, Il we cannot
establish wny government of our own
without the consent of the governed, as
our opponents contend, then we could
not establish a stable government for
them of make ours a protectorate witl-
aut the like consent, and relther the ma-
Jority of the people nor a minorily of
the people huve invited us to assume ft.
We could not malntain a  protectornta
even with the ennsent of the governed
without glving provoeation for conilicts
and possibly costly wnre, Our rights in
the Philippines are now free from cutsids
interference and will continue so fn our
present relation. They would not be thus
free In uny other relation. We will not
glve up our own to guaranty another sov-
ereignty,

Our title {8 good., Our pesce coemmis-
sloners belleved they were receiving a
good title when they concluded the i(roea-
t[s'. The exccutlve belleved It was a gowl
title when he submitted It to the senata
of the Unfted States for Its ratifiention,
The senate beileved it was a good titla
when they gave it thetr constitutlonnl ns-
sent, and the congress seems not to have
doubted Ity completeness when they ap-
propriuted $0,000,000  provided by the
treaty. 1f anny who favored its ratifica-
ton bellaved it gave us a bad title they
were not sincers,  Our title {8 practionlly
ldentieal with that under which we hold
our territory acquired since the beginning
of the government and under which we
have exercised full soverelgnty and es-
tablished government for the Inhabitants,

It is worthy of note that no one outside
of the United States disputes the (ullness
and Integrity of the cesslon., What then
18 the real 1ssue on this subject? W hether
it is “nmmuuru to any other or not, it is
whether we ghall be responsible for the
Kovernment of the Phllippines with the
sovercignly and authority which enables
us to gulde them to regulated liberty, law,
safety and progress, or whether we shall
be responsible for the forcib'e arbitrary
Eoveirnment of a minority without gover-
“ignty and authority on our part, and
with unly the embarrassment of a protec-
torate which draws us (nto thelr troubles
without the power of preventing them.

There are those who two YOArs ngo were
rushing us on to war with Spain who are
unwilling now to accept ts clear conse-
quences, as there are those among us
who dvocated the ratification of the
treaty of peace, but now prolest asainst
Its obligations. Natlons which go to war
musgt be prepared to accept Its resultant
obilgations, and when they make treaties
must Keep them.

Thore who profess to distrust the lib-
eral and honurable purposes of tho ad-
ministration in its treatment of the Phil-
tppines ure tot justined. Imperialism has
no place in its creed or conduct. Free-
dom Is a rock vpon whien the republican
party was bullded and now resas. Laverty
Is the great republliean aoctrine .0 Which
the people went to war and for which
1@ sam Hves were offered and billlons
of dollars expended to make It a lawful
legaey of all without the consent of mus-
ter or slave. There I8 n strain of ili-con-
cedled hypoerley in the anxiety to extend
the constitutions! guaranties to the peo-
ple of the Philippines, while their nullifi-
catlon 18 apenly advocated at home. Our
opponcits may distrust themseives, but
they have no right to diseredit the gomd
faith nud patriotism of the majority of
the people, who are opposing them; they
may [var the worst form of imperialism
with the helplesa Fillpinos in thelr hands;
but If they do, It I because they have
parted witlk the spirit and faith of the
futhers windl have lost the virllity of the
founders of the party which they profess
o represent

Te republlcan party does nol bpave to
amsert Itw vollen to the Declarution of
Independence. “Lhat immortal instrument
of the fathers, remained unesseuted untlil
the people under the lvad of the repub-
Mean party in the awlul clash of buttie
turned Ite promises into fultiliment. It
wrote nto the copstitution the amends
ments guarnnteving poltical squality o

American citisensiip and It has never
Lirwkon  them of  counsclod others In
brenking them. It will not be gubded In

Iy conduct by ene set of principles st
home aml another In the new teitilory
belonging Lo the LU'niled Niatea

It wur wpponents wouuld only practice
un well as preach the docirines al Ahra-

ham bincaln there would be no fear (or
the saluly of our Instituidbons at home oF
thelr vighiful inftusies I any Wwerltory
viel which sur Hag Healn
Fmpire has bwenn capodod from Porie
Rieo and the Vhilippoes by American
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