PRESIDENT M'KINLEY'S LETTER ACCEPTING THE

RESIDENT M'ETNLEY'S letter

of acceptance is probably the most

important unofficial Jdocument is-
sued in this country in a quarter of a
tentury, The President tnkes the coun-
try into his confidence and throws a new
light upou the history of the past two
years, Irrespective of its eaustic arraign-
ment of the erities of the administration
and its forceful clinching of the fact that
Bryanism means the “immediate” de-
struetion of the gold standard and sub-
stitution therefor of free silver coinage
at the ratio of 16 to 1, the letter is im-
portant in the historic sense because it
gives the American people their first
knowledge of the statesmanship and con-
ditions connected with recent epoch-mak-
ing events.

The President, although by nature a
mild and coneiliatory man, can be arous-
ol Lo a point of dangerous combativeness,
and when the mood is on him he becomes
one of the most cffective debaters we
lhiave had in this country for many years.
In hig letter he wastes no time in what
might be ealled preliminary sparring, but,
having definitely located the enemy's
vital spot, which is the free silver heresy,
he strikes at it with force and precision,
The financial question, he says, may not
be the paramount issue, but it is the lm-
mediate issue, “It will admit of no de-
lay and will suffer no postponement.”
¥or has not the Democratie party declar-
wd for the “immediate” eoinage of silver
ut a ratio of 16 to 1?7 And is there any
doubt that Mr, Bryan, who insisted upon
the insertion of the silver plauk in the
platform, against the ndvice of the best
men in the party, will vse every means,
it he is elected, to carry his principles
into practice?

After paying the tribute of his regret
that the Democratic party by its nominee
and its reiteration of the free silver plank
of 1896 has made it necessary for the
voters to reaflirm their deelsion of four
years ago in favor of the existing gold
standard, President McKinley boldly
picks up the gage of battle on the issue
of imperialism. What that issue is he
states most happily in a single paragraph
near the end of his letter. After he has
marshaled the facts which place #he
whole controversy in the clearest possi-
ble historical light before the reader, Le
BOYyS:

The American question is be-
tween duty and desertion—the
American verdict will be for duty
and sgainst desertion, for the Re-
public sgainst both anarchy and
imperialism.

As a campaign document the letter is
regarded as phenomenally strong. But
it is more than a eampaign document. It
is a contribution to history. The Presi-
dent deals candidly with the American
people. He is not afraid to tell them
what he has done or why he did it. He
deals in facts rather than in arguments,

TEXT OF THE LETTER.
President's Views on Free Silver and
the Philippine Question.
Executlve Manslon, Washington, D. C.,
Sept. 8.—7o the Hon. Henry Cabot Lodge,
Chalrman Notlficatlon Committee My Dear
Sir: The nomination of the Republican na-
tional conventlon of June 19, 1000, for the
office of Presldent of the United States,
which, as the officlal representative of the
conventlon, you have conveyed to me, Is
accepted, I have carefully examined the
platform adopted and glve it wmy bearty

approval,

Upon the great issue of the last national
electlon It 18 c¢lear. Tt upholds the gold
standard and indorses the leglslation of the
present Congress by which that stands
has bLeen effectively strengthened. The st
billty of our natlonal currency is, therefore,
socure so long as those who adhere to this
platformm are kept In coatrol of the govern
ment.

Same Issues Involved,

In the first battle, that of 1806, the friends
of the gold staundard and of sound currency |
were triumphant and the country is enjoy
ing the frults of that vietory Our antag
onlsts, however, are not satlstied. They com
pel us to a second battle upon the snme Hnes
ot which the first was fought and won.

While regretting the reopening of
question, which can ouly disturb (he present

this

satisfactory fnancial condition of the gov
ernmeut and vislt uncertainty upen  our
great bhusiness enterprises, we accept the
issue and again Invite the sound Wwoney
forces o Joln In winnlog another and we
hope & permanent triamph for an honest
vinancial system which will coutloue luvlo
lable the public falth
All Loyal to Silver,

As In 1808, the three aliver parties are

united under the same leader, who, limme

dintely after the election
dididress 1o the Blmetalis s
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they will euntinne the warfare agalust it
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Turning to the other assoclated partles,
we find In the Populist natlonal platform
adopted at Sloux Falls, 8. D., May 10, 1900,
the following declaration:

“We pledge anew the Peopie's party nev.
er to cease the agitation vntil this Auancial
conspiracy is blotted from the statute hook,
the Lincoln greenback restored, the bonds
all pald and all corporation money forever
retired. We reatlirm the demand for the re-
opening of the mints of the Unlted States
for the free and unlimited colnage of sliver
and gold at the present legal ratlo of 16 to
1, the Immediate increase In the volume of
sliver colos and certificates thus created to
be substituted, dollar for dollar, for the
bank notes lssuned by private corporations
under speclal privilege, granted by law of
March 14, 1800, and prior national banking
laws,"

Declare Their Hostility.

The platform of the silver party adopted
at Knnsas Clity, July 6, 1900, wuakes the fol-
lowing announcement:

“We declare It to be our Intsntion to lend |
our ecfforts to the repeal of this currency
Inw, which not only repudlates the nncient
and time-honored princlples of the Awmerd
can people befere the Constitution was
adopted, but Is vialative of the principles of
the Coostitution itself; and we shall not
cease our efforts untll there has been estab
lished fo Ite place n monetary system based
upon the free and unlimited colnuge of sliver
and gold Into money at the present legal
ratio of 16 to 1 by the Independent action of
the Unlted States, under which system all
paper money shall be lssued by the govern-
went, and all such money colned or lssued
shall be a full legal tender In payment of
all debts, publie and private, witbhout excep-
tlon."

Combine Agninst Gold,
In all three platforms these parties an.

nounce thal thelr efforts shall be uneeasing
until the gold act shall be blotted from the

statute hooks and the free and unlimited
colnage of sliver at 10 to 1, shall take Its
place.

The relative Importance of the lssues I do
not stop te diseuss, All of them are lin-
portant, Whichever party |s suceessful will
be bound In eouscleunce to carry Into admin
Istration and leglsiation Its several deelara-
tlons and doctrines, One declaration will be
as obligatory as another, but all are not lm-
medlate,

It 1s not possilile that these parties would
treat the doctrine of 16 to 1, the lmmediate
reallzation of which Is demnanded by thelr
several platforms, as vold and lpoperative
In the event that they should be ¢lothed
with power, Otherwlse thelr profession of
falth Is Insincere, It 18 therefore the Im-
verative buslness of those opposed to this
financial heresy to prevent the trlumph of
the parties whose unlon I8 only assured by
adherence to the sliver lssue.

Facing Grave Peril,

Will the Ameriean people, through Indif-
ference or fancled security, hazard the over-
throw of the wise financial leglsiation of the
last year and revive the danger of the silver
standard, with all of the Inevitable evils of
shattered confldence wnd general disaster
which justly alarmed aud arovsed thewm In
18067

The Chlcago platform of 1506 Is reaflirmed
in Its entirety by the Kansas City convea-
tlon. Nothing has been omitied or recalled;
80 that all the perlls then threatened are
presented anew with the added force of a
dellberate reafMirmation. Four years ago
the people refused to place the seal of thelr
approval upon these dangerous and revolu-
tlonary policles, and this year they will pot
fall to record agaln thelr earnest dissent,

Faithful to Pledges,

The Republican party remains faithful to
its princlple of a turll which supplles suf-
ficlent revenues for the government and ade-
quate protection to our enterprises and pro-
ducers, and of reciproeity, which opens for.
elgn markets to the frolts of American Iabor
and farnishes vew channels through which
to market the surplus of American farms,
The time-honored princlples of protection
and reciproclty were the first pledges of Re-
publican victory to be written luto puablie
law.

The present Congress has glven to Alaskn
n territorial government for which \t had
walted more than o quarter of a century.
has established a representative government |
ls Hawall; bhas enacted bllls for the most
Hhseral treatment of the pensloners and thelr
widows; revived the bhomestead

has free
polley,

lu its grest foancial law 1t provided for
the estobilsliment of banks of lssue with &
capltal of 25,000 for the bepefit of villages
bringing the oppor-
banking

Many

are already avalllng themselves of this priv-

and rural commutilties,
tunity for prodtable
within the reach of moderate capltal

business In
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Some Convincing Figures,
Imicing the past year more than $10,000,000
of Unlted States bonds have been pald from
the surplus reven

ports for the year 1900 over those of the ex-
ceptionally prosperous year of 1800 was
about balf a milllon dollars for every day
of the year, and these sums have gone Into
the homes and enterprises of the people.
There has been an Increase of over $50,000,-
04 In the exports of agricultural products,
£02,602,220 In manufactures and In the prod-
ucts of the mines of over $10,000,000.
Big Gains in Trade.

Our trade balances eannot fall to glve sat-
Isfaction to the people of the country. In
1808 we sold abroad $015,432,076 of produets
more than we bought nbrond, In 1860 $520,.
R4, 514 and In 1000 $544,471,701, making dur-
Ing the three years a total balance In our
favor of $1,080.770,100—nearly five times the
balanee of trade In our favor for the whale
period of 108 years from 1700 to Juune 30,
1807 Inclusive,

FFour hundred and thirty-six milllon dol-
Inre of gold bave been added to the gold
stock of the Unlted States since July 1, 1804,
The Inaw of March 14, 1000, authoriged the
refunding into 2 per cent bonds of that part
of the publie debt represented by the 3 per
cents due In 1008, the 4 per cents due In 1907
nnd the 5 per cents due 1n 1004, pggregnting
£840,000,000,  More than one-third of the
sum of these bonds was refunded In the first
three months after the passnge of the act,
and on Sept, 1 the sum had been Inerensed
more than $33,000,000, making In all $330,-
078,060, resulting In a net saving of over $8,-
870,620,

Government Baving Money.

The ordinary recelpts of the government
for the fseal year 1000 were E70,527,000 in
excess of Its expenditures,

Whlle our recelpts both from customs and
fnternal revenue have Deen greatly Increas-
ed, our expenditures have 1)!‘1"[1 decrensing.
Clvil and mlscellaneous expenses for the fis.
col year endlug June 30, 1900, were nearly
§14,000,000 less than lu 1809, while on the
wor account there s a decrease of wore

ocean transportation we pay annually to for
elgn ship owners over $105,000,000. We
ought to own the ships for our carrying
trade with the world, and we ought to bulld
them in Amerlean shipyards and man them
with American sallors, Our own c¢ltizens
ghould recelve the transportation charges
now pald to forelgners.

1 have called the attentlon of Congress to
this subject In my several anounal messnges.
In that of Dee, 6 1807, 1 sald:

“Most desirable from every standpoint of
national laterest aud patriotism Is the effort
to extend our forelgn commerce, To this
end our merchant marlne should belmproved
and enlarged, We should do our full share
of the carrylug trade of the world. We do
not do It now, We should be the laggurd no
longer.'*

In my messnge of Deec, 5, 1800, I sald:
“Our natlonal development will be one-slded
and unsatlsfactory so long as the remark-
able growth of our Inland Industries remaling
unaccompanied by progress on the seas,
There 18 no lack of constitntional suthority
for legislation which shall give to the coun
try maritline strength commensurate with
ity Industrinl achlevements and with Its
rank smoug the nutlons of the earth,

“The past year has recorded exceptional
activity In our shipyards, and the promises
of contloual prosperity In shipbullding are
abundant. Advaopced leglislation for the pro-
tection of our seamen has been enacted, Our
coast trade, under regolations wisely framed
at the beginning of the government and
since, shows Its results for the past flscal
year unequaled In our records or those of
any other power,

Need of the Canal.

“We shall fall to realize our opportunl-
ties, however, If we complacently regard
only matters at home and biind ocurselves Lo
the necessity of securing our sbare In the
valonble cearrying trade of the world.

“I now relterate these views,
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than $05,000,000, There was required $8,-
000,000 less to support the navy this year
than last, and the expenditures on acconnt
of Indlans were nearly two and three<uar-
ters million dollars less than in 1809,

The only two ltems of Increase In the pub
e expenses of 1000 over 1809 are for pen
slons and interest on the publle debt. For
1908 we expended for pensions $130,304,020,
and for the fiscal year 1900 our payments on
this account amounted to $140,877,316, The
net lnerease of Interest on the publle debn
of 1000 aver 1500 required by the war loan
Was 203,408,205,

Honds Specdily Taken.

While Congress nuthorlzged the govern-
ment 1o wake o war loan of $400,000,000 st
the begluning of the war with Bpaln, only
S200,000, 000 of bonds was lssued, bearing 3
per cent Interest, which were promptly and
patriotienlly taken by our ecltizens,

U'nless something unforeseen occurs to r
duee our reventes or Inerease oue expendl-
tares, the Congress at lts next sesslon should

uf the treasury, and In

addition §20, 000,000 of 2 per cents matured, |
called by the government, are in process nfi
pay ment Pacitie Rallroad bopnds Issued by |
the government In old of the roads in the
st of nearly B4, M0 have been pald
sloece e 1, 147 The treasury balanee Ia
satiaf ry ditdon, showing ou Sept
1 $1AS 400 000, In addition to the 150,000, 0400
gold reserve In the treasury The govern
went relations with the Pacife rallroads
hanve been substantinlly e, $124.420, 080
ing reeeived Hese roads, the greater

part In vash and remalnder with ample

seeucities for payments deferred,

Iastead of dimlnishing. o was predicted
four years ago, 'he volume of our curreacy
Is greater per capitn than 1! has ever heen
I was 2010 tu INNG It had Increased o
BN on July 1, MR, and BIONS an Sept, ),
i e tolal maney on July 1, 1IN, was

S0 L A4 el woJduly L 1N, It owes B3
ey 425 4w P20 0 M2 on Nept, ),

and

Proaperity in General,

thar Industrinl and sagricuitural vosditlons
Are maore promiising than they have bevnn o

| terest

reduce tuxatlon very materially

Fifty years ago we were selling govern.

| ment bonds besviog as high as B per cent in- | Agalnst the pubil

Now we gre redecming them with u'|
bond ut par bearing 3 per ceut interest We |
nre selling our surplus products abd leading
our surplus money 1o Karope

Eunrope ls Our Debtor.

One result of our selling to other natlons
so much more than we have bought from
them during the pust three years is a radical
lmprovemenut of our Ananclal relutions. The
great smounts of capitel which have been
berrowed of Eunrope for our rapld, matorial
development have reialned 8 vonstant drain
wpoen our resources for loterest and divi
dends and made our money markets Habile
to coustant disturbances by ealls fur pay
ment of heavy sales of our seenrtles when
wver wmobey stringency or pakle oevurred
ahroad. We have pow beent paying 'hese
debts and bringlog bomwe wany of sur se
curities  and  estabilabing  countervalilog
credite abroad by our loans and placing af
selven upon a sifte fouudativae of fuascial

“A subject of immediate lmportance to
our country Is the completion of a great
waterway of commoerce between the Atlantle
and Pacifie. The constructlon of a marl
timme canal Is now more than ever Indispen.
sable to that Inthinate and ready commun!
catlon hetween our eastern and western
ports, demanded Ly the annexation of the
Hawallan Islands and the expanslon
Influence and trade In the Pacifie,

sl

of our

*Our nputlonal polley more lmperatively
than ever ealls for Its completion and con
trol hy this governme: ind it Is helleved
that the next sesslon of Congress, nfier re

velving the fall report of the commlssion ap
polated under the aet approved Mareh 3,
1500, will make provislons for the sure n

compplishmwent of this great work,
Would Hestrict Trasts,
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dren, and, with thrift apd economy, lay
something by for the days of Infirinity and
old age.

Practical elvll service reform has always
had the support and encouragement of the
Hepublican party. The future of the merit
system Is safe In fts hands.

During the present administration as oc-
caslons have arisen for modification or
amendment In the existing clvil service lnw
and rules, they have been mude. lmportant
amendments were promulgated by executlve
order under date of May 20, 1808, having for
thelr prineipal purpose the exeeption from
competitive examination of certaln places In
volving fduclary responsibilities or dutles
of n strietly confidentinl, scientifie or ¢xecu-
tive character, which It was thought might
better he tilled by nopcompetitive examinn
tlon or by other tests of ftness In the dis-
cretlon of the appointing oflicer,

Value of Merit Bystem,

It Is gratifying that the experience of more
than a year has vindieated these changes In
the marked Improvement of the public ser
viee

The merit system, as far ns practieable,
Is made the basis for appolutments to of
fice ln vur new territory,

The American people are profoundly grate
ful to the soldiers, sallors sud marines who
bave In every time of confilet fought thelr
couptry's battles and defended Its honor.
The survivors and the widows and orplinns
of those who have fallen are Justly entitled
to recelve the geuerous and conslderate care
of the natlon.

Few are now left of those who fought In
the Mexican war, and wialle mauy of the
veternns of the Clvil War are still spared to
us thelr pumbers are rapidly diminlshing
nud age and Infirmity are increasing thelr de-
pendence. These, with the soldiers of the
Spanieh war, will not be neglected by thelr
grateful countryment,  The pension laws
bave Leen NHberal, They should be Justly
administercd, and  wlil Preference
should be given to the soldlers, snllors nnd
marines, thelr widows and orphans, with
respect 1o employment In the publie ser-
viee,

b,

Kept Faith with Caba.

We have been In possesslon of Cuba sinee
the Arst of Janunry, 1880, We have re-
stored order and established domestie tran
gulltity. We tave fed the starviug, clothed
the naked, and ministered to the sick, We
have lmproved the sanitary condition of the
Island, We bave sthoulated Indusiry, In
troduced publle education, and taken a foll
and comprehensive enumeration of the In-
habltants.

The qualification of electors hasg been set-
tled and onder It oflicers bave been chosen
for all the munleipalties of Cuba. These
local goveinments are now in operation, ad-
winistered by the people. Our military es-
tabllshment has been reduced from 43,000
to less than 6,000,

An ¢lectlon has been ardered to be held on
the 15th of September under a falr election
law already tried in the munplelpal elections,
to choose members of a econstitutional con-
vention, and the conventlon, by the same
order, 48 to assemble on the first Monday of
November to frame a constitution upon
which an Independent government for the
island will rest. All this Is a long step In
the fulfllment of our sacred guarantees to
the people of Cuba,

Plans for Porto Rico,

We hold Porto Rico by the same title as
the Phillppines. The treaty of peace which
c¢eded us the one conveyed to us the other.
Congress hae glven to this Island a govern-
ment o which the Inbabltants participate,
elecet thelr own leglsinture, enact thelr own
loeal lnws, provide thelr own system of tax
ation, and In these respects have the same
power and privileges enjoyed by other terrl
tories belonging to the United States and a
mueh larger measure of self-goverument
than was glvem to the Inhabitants of Loulsl-
ana under Jeferson. A district court of the
United States for Porto Rico has bheey estab-
lished apd local courts huve heen lusogur-
ated, all of which are In operation,

T'ie generons treatment of  the  [Porto
Ricans anecords with the most beral thought
of our own country and encourages the hest
aspirations of the people of the Island.
While they do not have Instant free com-
merclal lptercourse with the Unlted States,
Congress complled with my recommendation
by removing, on the 1st day of May last,
S5 per cont of the dutles and providing for
the removal of the remaluing 15 per cent
m the 1at of Mareh, 1002 ST § rif the
af 'orto Wicoe shall provide nca

anducting the
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On the 25th day of April, 1808, Congress
declared that a state of war existed between
Spaln and the Unlted States. On May 1,
1508, Admiral Dewey destroyed the Spanish
ficet In Manlla Bay. On May 10, 1808, Maj,
Gen. Merritt, U. 8, A, was placed In com-
mand of the military expedition to Maniia
nand directed among other things to lmmed!-
ately “publish a proclamation declaring that
we come not to make war upon the people
of the Phillppines nor upon any part or fac-
tlon among them, but to protect them In
thelr homes, In thelr employments, and in
thelr personal and rellgious rights.  All per-
sons who, elther by active ald or by honest
submission, co-operate with the United
Btntes In Its efforts to give effect to this
beneficent purpose will recelve the reward
of Its support and protection.”

Bome Fortunea of War,

On July 3, 1808, the Spanlsh fleet In at-
tempting to eseape from Santiago harbor
was destroyed by the Amerlean fleet, nnd on
July 17, 1898, the Spanish garrison in the
elty of Bantlago surrendered to the com-
mander of the Amerlcan forces,

Following these brilliant vietorles, on the
12th day of August, 1808, upon the inltiative
of Spaln, hostillties were suspended, and o
protocol was signed with a view to arrang-
Iug terms of peace between the two govern-
ments.  In pursuance thereof | appointed am
comlssloners the followlng distingulshed
clitizers to conduet the negotintions on the
fart of the Unlted States: Hon, Willlum |
Day of Ohlo, Hon, Willlam FP. Frye of
Minuesota, Hon, George Gray of Delawure
and How, Whitelaw Reld of New York,

Forced Into Conflict.

In addressing the pence commission before
Ity departure for Parls, | endd:

“It Is my wish that throughout the nego-
tinttons Iotrusted 1o the commisslon the purs
pose and spirit with which the Unlied Siates
accepted the unweleome necessity of war
should be kept coostantly In view, We
took up arms only In ebedlence to the die-
tates of humanity and the fulfiliment of Ligh
publle and mworal oblgatlons. We bad no
deslgn of aggraudizement and oo awbition
of conguest,

“Through the long conrse of repeated rep-
resentations which preceded and almed to
avert the struggle and in the final arbitra-
ment of force this country was lmpelled sole.
Iy by the purpose of relieving grievoums
wrongs and removing long existing condl-
tlons which disturbed Its tranguiliity, which!
shocked the moral sense of waukind and
which could po longer be endured,

High Sense of Duty,

“It s my earnest wish that the United
Btates In makiog peace should folluw the
same high rule of conduct which gulded 1t
In facing war, It should be as scrupulous
and magnanlmous In the concluding settle-
went as It was Just and humane (o Its orig-
Inal action, * * * Qur alm iu the adjust.
ment of peace should be directed to lasting,
results and to the achlevewent of the com-
won good under the demands of clviiisation
rather than to ambitious designs, * * *

“Without apy origlual thoughbt of complete
or even partlal acquisition, the presence and
success of our arms at Manlla lmpose upon
us obligations which we capnot disregard.
Ybe march of events rules and overrules
humau actlon, Avowing unreservedly the
purpose which has anlmuated all our efforts,,
and still sollcltous to adhere to It, we can-
not be vomindful that without any desire
or deslgn on our part the war has broughti
us new duties and responsiblities which we
must meet and discharge as becomes a great!
oatlon on wunose growth and eareer, from
the beglonlng, the Ruler of Nations baws
plainly written the high command aud
pledge of clvillzation."

Shirked No Responsibility,

On Oct. 28, 1800, while the peace commin-
slon was contluuing lts negotiations io Parls,
the fullowlog additional lustruction was
seut:

“It s Imperative upon us that as victors
we should be goveruwed only by motlves
which wlil exalt our natlon., Terrltorial ex-
punslon should be our least concern, that
we shall not shirk the moral obligations of
our victory is of the greatest,

“It 1s undisputed that Spaln’s anthority 18
permanently destroyed ln every part of the
Pullipplues, To leave any part in her feeble
control now would locrease our diticulties
aud be vppused to Lthe luterests of human-
Ilty. ® ® * XNor cabh we permit Spalu to
transfer any of the isiands to another
power,  Nor can we luvite anothier power
Oor powers 1o Juln the Fnltedd States ln sov.
erelguly over them, We must eltber hold
thew or turn them back to Spaln,
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