WEEDS INSTEAD OF FISH

VATS FULL OF SICK AND DEAD FiSH

Moss, Mud and Polsonous Matter—Saloon
Keeper Appointed Soperintendent—
Supplies Furchased for liatchery Un-

der Very Uubusiuesslike Conditions,

) SOUTH BEND, Neb., Sept. 10.—The
State Fish Hatchery at South Dend con-
Elitutes in ftself a sweeping and force-
ful arraignment of Governor Poynter
and the fusion administration, It any-
thing is lacking in Impeaching the in-
tegrity and establishing the incom-
Petency of the chief executive of the
state, this supplies it. Right here may
be found evidence of palpable negli-
gence, lax and questionable. business
methods, a shamefully incompetent
maangement, perversion of the publie
funds and gencral decay and ruin of
the property,
WEEDS IN PLACE OF FISH.

The condition of the hatchery Is such
that one unfamiliar with the place
wouh} atthonc; conclude that the state
Wwas In the business of propagatin
weeds instead of fish, In fact the worfz
of destruction of the fish supply has
gone on to an alarming extent, and
by the end of the present year there
will be Iittle left of this institution but
sad reminders. Already every vat or
pond used in the propagation of fish
is filled with weeds, moss and swamp
products, In most places the weeds rlse
above the water and almost cover it
from view. The reservoirs are half
filled with mose, mud and filth, and,
where the water can be seen at all, the
surface reveals the presence of much
polsonous vegetable matter, The pres-
ence of poison and fllth manifests itself
in lethargy and death among the finny
tribe. In nearly every vat there are
glck and dead fish, which combline to
endanger the life of the entire habi-
tation of the acquarium. The moss and
weeds have grown so high and denso
that they are cut with a seythe, a most
destructive way of removing the ob-
struction, so far as the fish are con-
cerned, Thousands of dollars will have
to be expended to restore the hatchery
to proper conditlon, and much money
and time will be required to place It
in that condition where it will be of
any benefit to the state.

GROSS NEGLIGENCE AND INCOM-
PETENCY.

This Is but the logical fruition of
gross negligence and incompetency.
When the fusionists assumed control
of the state government the hatchery
was In charge of M. O'Brien, who was
an experienced and practical man, and
who had had supervisory control of
it for upwards of twelve years. He
was succeeded by his son, William
O'Brien, who held the position of
superintedent up to last August. The
latter was thoroughly schooled in the
business and under his management
the hatchery prospered. But Governor
Poynter and the fusion leaders wanted
rsomething besides prosperity. They
wanted to use the public patronage as
a legal tender for the payment of po-
litical debts. This resulted one year
ago In the retirement of O'Brien and
in the appointment of Adam Sloup, an
Omaha saloonkeeper, as superipntend-
ent. At that time as now, Sloup knew
nothing of the fish hatching business.
The only experience he had was in
fishing for “suckers” with effervescing
wines and liquors. To his credit, let
it be said, that he himself, at the time
of hig appointment, told the governor
that he knew absolutely nothing about
the duties of the poeltion and did not
ieel fitted for the pluce. Despite this,
and to placate a ravenous element of
the Jacksonian democracy in Douglas
county, who demanded the appoint-
ment of Sloup, Governor Poynter ap-
pointed him superintendent. 1.8 was
about one year ago. As might have
been expected, the last year has been
a year of terrible havoce at the hatch-
ery. Another year of such manage-
ment, ad there will be nothing left the
state for the many thousands of dol-
lars expended but ruin and desolation.
Superintendent Sloup draws his sal-
ary, $1,200 per 'year, dresses as primp
and fashionable as a gentleman of
rueans and affects to look wise, That
is about all he can do. He knowa the
difference between a fish and a hen-
hawk, but it would be trespassing upon
the realm of uncertainty to presume
that he could distinguish between a
German carp and a black bass, As for
the species of fish, the manner in which
they propagate, or the particular care
which should be accorded, he knows
practicaly nothing. An Instance of this
may be recited as evidonce: Each year
it has been the custom for the super-
intendent to go to Bay City, Mich,, for
plke spawn or eggs. Up to the pres-
ent year this has always bLeen done,
This year it has not, for the simple
reason that neither the superintendent
nor any one connected with the hateh-
ery was competent to do it. Had the
superintedent gone he was just as apt
to bring back the eggs or larvae of
some pestiferous insect as the spawn
of plke, and, rather than assume the
risk, the praccice was abandoned, Had
prudence and care been exerciged In
the selection ¢f workmen at the hateh-
ery the blundar In selecting an lneom-
petent superintendent would not have
boen w0 disastrous. But agaln was
party expedier ey consulted, with the
result that there la nolt a man aronnd
the hatchery, from superintendent
down, who la qualified. There are two
workmen at the hatchery in addition
to the superiniecdent, Lach draws
salary of 310 per month, Thelr namoes
are . K. Streight and Sumner Barnel!
Nelther is of wuch service to the stais
Parnell 1o known as & man who takes
the world eary. Were it not for the
proper solution of economie problems
the mantle of care would rest lighily
upon him.  This worrtes him. Dolore
he was (laced on the pay rall, he had
8 two-acre farm at South bead. While
the woeds were working outl the dw
struction of hin putala erop =sd pro
dice gaden he was abatractt aln
fosdier from “Cain” Harvey B A
patron of husband:y he was Ay s o
falluie than as fSah haiehor Al uny
tate Darsed sold his "fare” and land

ed his name on the pay roll of the
°tato at $40 per month. He g now
at the hatchery, where, among the

everglades and thickets of native and |

exotic \-eget.atlof. he can evolve such
panaceas as are Intended to remove
cconomic afMlictions, to his heart's con-
tent, If the fish sicken and die

through neglect, that 18 of no concern. |

THE FUNDS DISSIPATED.

The last legislature appropriated $6,-
800 for the maintenance of the hatch-
ery. This is nearly exhausted. Al-
1eady there is a shortage in some of
the funds. The last payment from the
labor fund was made Febrnary 23, 1900,
Since taat time the laborers have re-
celved no pay. The state owes them
for seven months’' work already, and it
will be about seven months more before
they will receive pay, if, indeed, they
are pald at all, for those familiar with
the condition of the hatchery are of
the opinion that the state wlill close
it and go out of the business. There
is just $21 {n the labor fund, though
the pay roll will require at least $1,100,
the way things are being managed, be-
fore ancther appropriation Is available,
There {8 scarcely a fund that is not
withering under the ralds that are be-
ing made on the treasury, and that
there will be a large shortage or de-
flcit, unless these raids are abated, is
self evident.

C. E. Streight, one of the laborers at
the hatchery, speaking of the matter,
sald: “It's prety tough to work when
wvou don't get your pay for it. The
state owes me now for four months'
work and I expect it will be tea
months before | get paid.”

“How do you account for it?"

“I don't exactly know. I think Iif
the labor fund had been properly used
It wouldn't have been so bad, I un-
derstand that the repairing of the
dams and such work was charged up
to the labor fund.”

Whether this be true or not, that the
repairs were charged up to th: lahor
fund, cannot at this time be verified,
as no vouchers for labor had been re-
celved at the time of writing from the
superintendent for record at the aud-
Itor's office since the month of May.
At any rate the fund {s exhausted, and
that, too, without deducting Lhe cost
of repairs of the dams.

Indirectly it was learned that it cost
the state $750 for repairing three small

dams, though why |t should
be so expensive, a superficial
investigation falled to disclose.
Vouchers for this work should

be on file in the audltor's office long
since. Whether held back designedly
or not, nobody appears to know., The
only person qualified to explain is
Superintendent Sloup and he was ab-
sent from his post of duty when the
hatchery was visited. Some sgaid he
was in Omasha attending to his saloon
businegs, and orhers, that be was at
a democratic convention,
ILAX BUSINESS METHODS.

Selecting a saloonkeeper of scarcely
ordinary business Intelligence for the
superintendency of an institution re-
quiring, among other things, specifie
knowledge of fish and fish propagation
was a blunder palpable on its face, and
one that will cost the state no small
amount of raoney. And, by the way,
Superintendent Sloup is still in the sa-
‘oon business, his establishment being
located at the corner of Fourteenth and
Williams streets in the clty of Omaha.
He has a partner in the business named
Kruml, and the saloon is run under
the firm name of Sloup & Kruml
Whether Mr. Sloup is snceessful, from
1 business standpoint, in the manage-
ment of his saloon, 18 of no public
~orcern. Mr. Sloup is herein consld-
ered, not as ealcon-keeper, but as a
public official. Certain it is, however,
that if Mr. Sloup paid no more atten-
tion to the business detalls of his sa-
loon than he does to the hatchery his
business methods would fall far short
of meriting emulation.

In purchasing supplies for the hatch-
ery he has practically disearded the
system of contract. Whether this be
his fault or the fault of the board of
trustees is a questlion, but it 1s never-
theless true that littte if any effort
has been made to procure supplies at
competitive prices. In the course of
an investigation along this line it was
discovered that a certain meat dealer
in Omaha, a warm personal friend of
Superintedent Sloup, is furnishing the
meat supply for the hatchery. Liver is
nsed extensively at the hatchery for
fish food. It was discovered that V. F.
Kuncl, the meat dealer herein referred
to, is furnishing this part of the sup-
plies. Kuncl’s place of business is at
No. 1244 South Thirteenth street, in
the ecity of Omaha, about two blocks
from the saloon of Sloup & Kruml
When asked if the liver was belng fur-

nished under contract one of the
Kunel's said:
“No; we have no contract. We sell

the liver as cheap as we can afford to
and that Is all. We box it up and ship
it, but the state has to pay the trans-
portation charges."”

This is only an example of the man-
ner in which the business Is conducted.
here i8 no competition in buying, lke
that resulting from contracts, and ip
most instances the superintendent is
afforded an unrestrained opportunity to
yatronize his own personal friends.
The goods are not weolghed, nor are
they checked up when recelved at the
hatehery, thus leaving n wider opening
for erookedness and fraud.

Taken #s a whole thers may be oth-
or institutions of the state as loosely
managed, but none more grossly mis
managed.

The damage wrought Ia not easily
repaired. What the state has expend-
ed thousands of dollars for & Low a
more shadow, representing practically
nothing. A continuation of the pres-
ent policy and management will ultl
mately result in the whole Iinvesiment
bheing a total loss,  Superintendent
floup woula, no doubt, do better if he
knaw how, but he = unskilled in the
bhusiness and Is unable to nasgurate
such changes as are required to pre
vont complete loss. Poynter's ompro-
mise with the politiclans, by which
thay were 1o suppart him for renom
ination on condition that they select
the peaple for the varlous offives to be
fliled Ly appointment. has proven o ter
rllle detriment to the stale

| !

SAUNDERS COUNTY.
“Presperity,” said F. £. White cash-

verywhere in evidence. The farmers
iare making money and as a rule nrei
not borrowers, How different it was |
only five years ago. [ recall the case
of a man who came in and apylied
| for a loan of $150.

“What collateral have you?" 1 asked.

“One grey team, four and flve years
0ld,”" he replied.

“Any more?”

“One mule team, twelve and four-
teen years old.”

“Any more?”

“Four mileh cows, four, five and six
vears old, red polled.”

“Any more?"”

“I'm not certain 1 could recover the
money If I had to foreclose. 1 hesitate
to lend money on such questionable
gecurity,”

Continuing, Mr, White sald: “I did
let the man have the money, but 1t
was because 1 knew him to be honest.
I mention the case hecanse {t was one
of many. Everybody was hard up.
Since thoge days the farmers have pald
thelr urgent debts while the well-to-do
have on deposit in this bank double
the amount of money then held there,
Moreover, the old real estate mort-
gages of 1887-8 that were taken out
on ten years time at 7 per cent inter-
est are belng taken up and new loans
made at reduced interest of 5 and 5%
per cent."”

Near ashland lives Ola Blom and his
two sons, Mr. Blom has several
tracts of land In Saunders and other
counties. He says: "I have just sold
geveral thousand bushels of corn at
32 and 34 cents per bushel, My cattle
bring me large profits and the price
for the past three vears cannot be
grumbled at. I have made money
from my land and some condition
other than good crope must be the
cause."”

John Tarpenning, a neighbor of Mr.
Blom, has a beantiful valley farm
and large flelds of corn. I cannot
say but my crops have brought me
good enough prices for the past few
vears, I've had bad Juck in ra'sing
hogs, but that is no fanlt of manage-
ment nor of the market. It is certain-
ly remerkable that pricez continue so
good,"”

(Gieorge Sonders lives near Ashland
on his 15-acre tract. He has several
fine farms that he rents for $2.560 to
$3.00 per acre. I could not sell land
and it was uphill work to rent at good
figures five yvears ago. I am exceed-
Ingly well pleased with present mar-
ket conditions.”

George S, Smith, between Memphis
and Ashlend, has a fine farm and
nrosperity appears on all sides, Mrs,
Smith to.d her story of pleasant times
as the wife of a farmer, and related
with no little pride that she “never
knows want hy reason of profits from
her chicken flock and dalry cows. 1
am enabled to more than furnish the
table and clothe the family from my
part in the farm work.” Mr. Smith
recently bullt a large barn, He has
a large corn crop growing. “I am sat-
isfled with the prices and feel that my
work is not in vain.”

William Mullendorf is a renter near
Yutan. “I lost too much for my hard
work In old conditions prior to four
vears ago and do not want to gee any
changes from the present. As a renter
I can appreclate the good times.”

(CEDAR COUNTY.

The prosperous condition of this
sectlon 1s simply phenomenal, No
place I know of 1n the state has made
snch rapid strides in the last three
yvears as has Hartington, the county
geat of Cedar county. 1t is the termi-
nus of the Wakefleld branch of the C.
8t, P, M. & O. railway, and claims
a population of 1,500, has a good waler
system and a volunteer fire depart-
ment, a brick court-house that cost
£27,000, and nine churches in which
services are regularly held. In the
last three years several large brick
bhusiness blocks have been built, mak-
ing Maln street almost solid brick on
both sides, and more brick bulldings
are now in course of construction.

iTartingion has a handsome brick
high school building that cost over
$14,000, and there is another private
Catholic school belng built that will
cost abont $10,000. Senator Roblson,
E. L. Dimick and others have recently
erected beantiful residences costing
24,000 and $5,000 each, and probably
$30,000 more nas been expended here
in the last two years in resldences
costing from $1,000 to $2,000 each, The
sidewalks in the business portion are
of cement and the street crossings are
made of paving brick.

1. L. Dimick, one of the ploneers
who erected the firet building in this
city in September, 1883, is engaged in
the real estate and loan business. e
aaya this town went theough the hard
times from 1893 to 1897 better than
many other places, with no bank or
business failures, but that not a bus-
iness concern in the town made a dol-
lor during the four years, on account
of shrinkage in values and bad debts
Many men grew gray then trying to
save aa much as they could of what
they had previously accumulated. But
n the last three vears buslness con
ditions are all that could be desired

Local Prosperity. |

real estate has advanced about 33 1.1
per cent, Interest on farm loans has |
fallen from 8 to O per cent In 1886 to |
5% per cent In 19000, Land s worth
twlee as much now as It would sell
for at forced sale in 18868, The crops |
in this part of the state were never
better, and, with prices good, tlu-l
farmers were never before In as good |
clrenmstances as they are now, '

H. I Suing. county treasurer, says |
“The delinquent lax list Is reduced
ope-half and that the luterest due on

'school hond leases 1s all pald, except

in three Instances. During the hard
times thers was a general default in
payments.” ’
Mr. Fena!, county elerk and recorder
sayn that nearly all the old farm mort |
| gaged are pald off and that the farm
ers of thia county are la eseellent
sendition Anancially, many of thom

| baylog more land and increasing nmrl'

guite a cattle country. The stock
ralsers have been making money fast
since the f{pauguration of McKinley
and this condition will be responsilt®e
for & number of politeal changes that
have accrued in this part of Cedar
county. The change in the prices of
grain and live stock has also a strong

ler of the Ashland National bank, iseffect on the farmer.

Every man interviewed, who is en-
gaged in stock-raising and farmiog,
says that times are the best that he
ever experienced, and that he Is mak-
ing good money on both-—hks crop and
live stock., One of these farmers com-
plained that he had the last payment
to make on a lean that did not fall
due until 1901, that he wants to pay it
now, but the lender would not take it,
becanse he did not know where he
could loan the money again.

The hardware firm of Morris &
Gould, who do an extensive business
here, employing nine clerks, say that
no one thing Indlecates to them the
prosperous condition of tnis farming
community so much as the Immense
sale of bhuggles and carrlages to tha
farmers in the last two years; that
they vold five car loads thls yoear and
as much last year and that there was
three other firms in the city selling
a similar class of vehicles and were
dolng a good business. A prudent
farmer never buys luxuries when he (s
in debt,

Expansion in the fullest sense the
term impllies dominates everytning
here. Sixteen to one 18 also the ratio

of prosperity under McKinley's ad-
ministration In contrast with the pe-
riod of the demoeratic panie. About
seventy-five per cent of all the bulld-
fngs in the city were erected since
McKinley was inaugurated, The town
of Laurel was fourded In 1892; about
a dozen buildings ware erected in that
year, Then followed the panic of 1893,
the drouth of 1894, the passage of the
Wilson free trade bill, and on the heelg
of that came the free silver crage
making a combination that wrought
ruina and disaster on every hand. It
wis a period of eoantraction, contrac-
tion of everything., financial, Indus-
trial and commercial, No progress
was made by elther merchant, banker
or former; all suffered. The scrip-
turnl asgertfon: “For whosoever hath,
to him shall be given and he shall
have more abundance; but whosoever
hath wmot, from him shall be taken
away even that he hath,” was univer-
sally realized, All agree that they were
worth less in January, 1887, than they
were In Janunary, 1893, Now Laurel is
a city of about 600 inhabitants sur-
rounded by an industrial paradise.
New homes, new business houses, new
In hppe and renewed in courage and
faith. Prosperity is mare evident
here than at any point in the Logan
valley,

This eity 18 situated at the junction
in Cedar county where the Chicago,
8t. Paul, Minneapolls & Omaha crosses
the Great Northern road running from
Stoux Clty to O'Neill. It would be safe
to =ay that no town in the state of
twice the population can boast of as
many fine residences constructed on
lines of modern style of architecture
and attraetively embellished with
polnts that blend as can Laurel. In
the space of two bloeks on one street
are fourteen new modern residences,
each costing from $2,000 to $4,000,

Everett & Waite, the founders of the
town have an elegant brick storeroom
on the principal street corner. It is
32 feet wide by 100 feet in length, two
stories above basement, in which they
conduct a general merchandise busi-
ness, and report buglness good. It
wonld be useless to occupy space to
tell what they say, because it is in line
with the testimony that the volume of
business bhas about doubled, prices on
gtaples are very similar to what they
were four years ago; money is plenty;
most customoers pay cash. The degree
of prosperity can more accurately be
measured by the sale of farm imple-
ments, buggies, carriages, harness, etc.,
that it can on the trade in staples,
such as goods and groceries.

Thomas Berg, a dealer in farm im-
plements, said: "I started in the im-
plement business in 1892 when the
town was founded. 1 had $1,000 to put
into business; my highest sales in any
year until 1896 aggregated $2,000. No-
body pald cash then and my best cus-
tomers would sometimes let their notes
run six months past due. I tell you
it s a fact that 1 had a terrible strug-
gle to keep my head above water,
There were two firms of us here then
in this business. In 1896 I took an
inventory of what I had and found
that 1 was only worth $5600, and, as |
stated before, I had §1,000 to start
with. Well, gince then, things became
different. Last year 1 sold over $11,-
000 worth of goods and only $2,600 of
that on time. Now there are four
firms here in the implement business.
There & no trouble about collections;
most of my customers come in and pay
before their paper is due. This year
up to Aug. 18t my sales exceed $8,000.
My sales are nealy all made toJarm-
ers, and to show you that they are
getting in good clrcumstances 1 sold
over fifty buggles or carrlages already
to them this year and the most of them
were cash sales. Between us here last
vear, we sold over twenty carloads of
farm implements.”  Asked how the
price of farm Implements compared
now with the price on same goods n
1806, he sald that the prices In 1849
were the lowest in the nistory of the
country. He sald that there was a
slight advance recently on farm wag-
ons and a few other articles, but there
was no special difference taking the
business all through. In the last four
yoars he sald he cleared over 35,000
above all expenses, moaning net gain,

F. P. Voter |s engaged In real es-
tute and farm loan business and should
he well posted on Interest rates and
land values. Mr. Voter sald that he
had been in the business here since
the town started in 1502; farm lands

| are now over thirly per cent higher

than they were In 18%. Our farmers
aw very hard times hore during Cleve-
land's administration;: most of them

IN THE OCEAN'S DEPTHS.,

had to borrow money and pot loans |

on thelr frms o Lide them over the
hard times, | know of & pumber of
vaem who only had a bare equity In
their farma In 1998 whoe sinee then
have paid out and buught more land
The more remunerslive prives (or

The only ':.m.u u‘!-bl OR T .’.-;1 Wisird of live stoeh what they had o sell saved them thelp
| Mins Hachel Fraak, who had coulerred | o0 woion cashior of the Pirst Noo | homes, The farmers are all making
g & “pter | Homal bank, says thal the depamits in | MOReY BOWw Bome of tham Instoad of
The “;l thim y Weie IIII‘ i".l:“ N. the banks here are more thas double heing Bodruwers are o 'um"‘.'
land.  They were brought to England | oo ey were in 1804 ind that in- | money or bave o goosd depogit to thelr
fa 1995 | tarent tales are muwh wor. This u'l'f"m ot the bauk
b - I R LTS —

How a Submarine Telegraph Line is Laid—Ingenious Methods
of Determining the Route of a Cable.

The events of the past two years
have been glven an increased Interast
in the remoter parts of the globe that
has never been so widespread among
our people as now. The Philippines,
the Transvaal and China have ceased
to be mere geographical facts, but
have become real places of which we
know egomething and from which we
demand news with as slight delay as
possible, The telegraphic cables
therefore today hold an important
place in minds that previously had
given them but little consideration,

It is strange how few people know
anything of the oceanie telegraphle
service, says a writer in the Washing-
ton Star. A vague idea that it is car-
ried on by *cables” 1s about all that
the ordinary person possegses, but
what a cable Is, how it Is operated or
what difficultiea lie in the way of its
construction, are all unknown to the
bulk of well-informed people, The ac-
counts of them are generally 8o incum-
bered with technlcalties as to be al-
most unintelligible to unprofessional
readers, and, in consequence, they are
wrapped in more mystery than are
many things that enter into everyday
life. Most people think that there Is
5o more difference between submarine
and land telegraphy than there is be-
tween an overhead and an under-
ground trolley line, but this Is not
true, They are absolutely distinet,
and have little more in common than
have a great railway system and a
horse car line, if 8o much. Both tele-
graphic systems use electric currents
to transmit eglgnals over a cunducting
wire, as both the rallway and the
horse car line use vehicles that move
on a track, but all else is different,

In order to understand why a route
for a cable Is always gought with much
care the structure of the cable [tself
should be known, for on its safety de-
pends the success of the enterprise. A
cable consists of a “core” of wire that
is really the important part of the
whole, and a covering of some insulat-
ing and protecting material. The core
is made of strands of copper woven in-
to a rope-like cord, and welghs from
70 to 400 pounds per mile—for the
shore ends that have to stand the suri
are much stronger and heavier than
the deep sea portions., The stranded
form is much more flexible than the
solld rod, and i8 not g0 avt to be bro-
ken in laying. The core {8 coated with
a mixture of resin,, tar and gutta per-
cha, known as ‘Chatterlon's com-
pound,” that is to act as a cement and
hold the insulation firmly to the wires.

The insulating material must com-
ply with many requirements. It must
not conduct eleetricity and must pre-
vent “leakage’ as much as possible; it
must be thoroughly waterproof, for the
sea water will soon corrode the copper
if it reaches it, and will steal the cur-
rent if there be the smallest hole
through which It may reach the wires.
It must resist the chemieal action ot
the water on itself, snd it must be
flexible and tough, o that the cable

may be coiled Into a small space on
board ship and run over pulleys when
belng laid without eracking or tear-
ing. Finally, it must be something
that does not decay readily and does
not dlssolve In water. 8o far but one
material has been discovered that ful-
fills all the conditions. That Is gutta
percha, a gum that is easily worked
and whose only drawback Is Its scar-
clty.

When the pure gum I8 heated to
about 160 degrees Fahrenheit it becomes
very soft and plastie, so that it can
be rolled or pressed Into shapes that it
retalns when cold, Advantage Is ta-
ken of this In making cables, for the
heated gum is forced through a eylin-
der surrounding the core and as the
core s drawn through a die-plece a
thin layer of gutta percha Is left on it.
This Is repeated as often as is required
and the core Is thus covered with a
serles of gutta percha jackets that ex-
tend without break or seam from end
to end, and, from the electrical stand-
point, the cable is done. In this con-
ditlon it would be exposed to many
mishaps that might Injure the envel-
ope and destroy the working of the
cable, 80 a sheathing s put around it.

Baved by n Falr of Speetacies,

A writer In a contemporary deseribes
the escape from injury of a workman
engaged in a foundry in this city.
While preparing for a casting he was
shot on the leg by a splash of the
Hguid metal. It went eclean through
his trousers and through the wall of
the &trong leather spoctacle case,
which he carried in his trouser pock-
e¢t. But the broad nose bridge of the
cpectacie frame checked it in its prog-
ress., The intrnding metal, yet un-
hardened, dashed against this part of
the frame, nearly enveloping it, and
attaching fteelf with as much neat-
ness and stability as If it wera the
handiwork of a skilled craftsman.
Had the spectacles not been In his
pocket the molten metal would as-
suredly have penetrated their owner's
thigh,—~Westminster Budget,

Where Land Is Most Valuable.

The growth of the land values is
one of the most wonderful phenomena
of the age. Every ineh of land be-
tween King Willlam's statue and
I'rinlty square, London, cost £30 10s,
or at the rate of £1081,000,000 per acre
~-beyond all doubt the highest price
ever pald in England for land. The
Boutheastern Railway company has
asked at the rate of $£65,000,000 per
acre for a plece of ground in Ber-
mondsey, which had a depth of slx-
teen feet only. The demand was so
exorbitant that even a rallway com-
pany had to pause, finally declining
to purchase., In the year 1880 land in
gquare foot, and six years later the
Cannon street woas sold for $30 a
price of land in this ldentical street
went up to $76 a gquare foot.—The

Forum.

Spooks..

Guarded b

Gambler Patch's
Buried Treasure Pro-
tected by Uncanny
Creatures.

'"Tis not every one who travels over
the Albany road leading west from
Greenwood, Me., that Is aware of the
immense fortune buried near the road-
side, about two miles from this place—
£100,000 in gol!d within a stone's throw.

Here is the story. In the early part
of this century there lived a profes-
slonal gambler named Patch, who, af-
ter wandering all over the face of the
earth, finally settled here on what is
now known as the Patch homestead.
With a large aceumulation of ready
money, Patch became a money lender,
and one could secure any amount by
giving him good security. “Uncle"
Ben Bacon of West Paris rememopers
him and says:

“Yes, I remember Isaac. Wanted
gome money once and went to him to
get it. Patch put for the woods. and
in a short time he returned with the
money, He went through the same
operation with every one who wanted
to hire money of him."

Patch died suddenly. In his will he
left to hils son George all treasures
hidden in the ground. It stated in the
will that should anyone save the legal
helrs try to get the fortune he (Pateh)
would appear In the form of some ani.
mal and drive him away, George never

found his father's money and at his
death willed everything to his son
Frank.

Frank Pateh lives on the same old
farm that his grandfather bought, but
has never been able to find the treas-
ure,

Not only have the legal heirs tried
to find it, but other persons have
hunted secretly at night for it.

lon Ryerson, with another man,
was chased away from the place by a
strange animal only a yvear ago. Mr.
Ryerson says: “Yes, we came near
finding it. All wns well until one of
the most terrible looking animals lm-
aginable appeared. We found a rock
which was cut out of Pateh's ledge and
fitted In just as even as a stem to a
pipe. It was just large enough to let
a man's body down. When this crea-
ture appeared and drove us away.”

“Have you never been there since?”
the reporter asked,

“No, nor 1 never will go there, elth-
er. 1 got all I wanted of it that night.
I would not go there again for $200.-
000, 1 bave got nll 1 want of trylng to
find his money.”

Acres and acres of ground has been
dug over In search of the money.-—
New York Journal.
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HKalser Curbs Proad Walters

China, naval budgets, empire bulld-
ing and art do not saffice to pen up the
wide powers of the Kalser Wilhelm. A
few woeks age he saw a yacht capsise
on & lake near Potadam and at once
he had Jumped into a boat and saved
the inmates. More recently he tackld
the walter with slgnal and probably
uhlgue suceess. It was when he gath.

L ared round him In b palace a group

of men o whom he gave sdmonitions
the most fatherly, a comm'ssion the
most  Inapliing. They were going

| forth, these sons of Palberland, and

in their hands lay the honor of CGers
many-—-in thelm, 0 whom he knew
he conbd Intrust 6. And thesse men,

who took thelr commission from their
emparer, were Lhe wallers golng forth

to the German section of the Parls ex-
hibition. The eplsode s one to pon-
der over, and the sequel ls, declares a
man who watehed them, that the bast
behaved band of walters at the Parls
show is, by general consent, the Ger-
man,

Child's Head in & Keg.

A Nridgeton, N. ), telegram says:
The li-months-old daughter of Arthure
I*. Tatems was the victim of a pecullar
accident The obild was playing near a
heavy womden keg and stuck her head
| in the opening  Her houd wan wedged
"ight and the houps of the keg bad o
be eut and the »aves Liken off one
al & time W rvloase I The ohid
wasa badly bwrulshd and nearly sulle-
ealed,




